
 

 1 

First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood 

21 E. Church Street 

Blackwood, NJ 08012 

Bible Study Notes (Tuesday January 10, 2017) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

Opposition Continues Yet the Wall Is Completed (Chapters 6 &7) 

Nehemiah Chapter 6:1-9 

 

Discussion to Achieve Compromise or to Hinder the Work 

Chapter 4 describes the first two major efforts of the Jews’ opponents to defeat the efforts to 

build the walls.  They had attempted ridicule and plotted violence, but God had blessed Nehemiah and 

the people to continue the work despite the opposition.  Chapter 5 describes internal strife among the 

Jews that hindered the work, but that had been overcome by urging people to follow God’s law.  

Nehemiah 6 describes continued efforts of the enemies to hinder the work.  The first of these efforts 

involved an attempt to get Nehemiah to meet with the enemies.  

 

The Proposal of the Enemies 6:1-2 

What did the enemies propose next?  What was their real intent?  These verses tell us that the 

work on the wall was progressing well, to the point that the wall no longer had any breaks in it.  All the 

wall was joined together; however, the doors had not yet been hung at the gates.  The people were 

accomplishing the work despite the problems and hindrances.  

 

This success was reported to Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem.  These men had opposed 

Nehemiah’s work for God since the beginning.  Note that verse 1 expressly calls them enemies.  They 

had ridiculed the work, accused the Jews of violating the king’s commands, and threatened to stop the 

work by violence (2:10,19; 4:1-9; cf. 6:5-14).  They had been shown their error but continued opposing 

the work (2:20).  Here they continued their opposition, but using a different tactic.  They demanded that 

Nehemiah meet with them in one of the villages on the plain of Ono to discuss.  But their intent was to 

harm him (v2).  They did not really want to repent, admit their error, or even discuss to consider the 

possibility that they might be wrong.  Presumably they sought to take Nehemiah captive or even kill 

him, so the work would be forced to end.  

 

Nehemiah Refuses to Meet 6:3-4 

How did Nehemiah respond?  What reasons did he give?  How can Nehemiah’s conduct be 

harmonized with passages that say we should teach and save the lost?  Under what circumstances may 

we refuse to discuss certain topics with certain people?  Nehemiah sent messengers saying that he was 

doing an important work and would not leave it to talk with them.  Note that Nehemiah refused because: 

1) These men had consistently shown they were opposed to the work which God wanted done.  2) They 

had been rebuked, but continued in error.  3) They had previously tried to harm Nehemiah, and they 

called for this discussion for the purpose of harming him.  We are not told how Nehemiah knew this, but 

their past conduct proved it.  Perhaps he had other sources of information besides.  4) To meet with them 

would accomplish no good but would hinder Nehemiah from doing the work God wanted done.  These 

men sent similar messages to Nehemiah four separate times, but Nehemiah consistently refused to meet.  

He always answered them in the same way.  Note that people who oppose God’s work are often 

persistent.  They continue to try to prevent the work.  Sometimes they think they can badger God’s 

people into giving in.  But Nehemiah was also persistent.  He refused to give in. 

 

Sanballat Writes another Letter 6:5-7 

What accusation did Sanballat make the fifth time he wrote?  What proof did he offer?  When the 
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four attempts to compel Nehemiah to meet failed, Sanballat did not give up.  Like other enemies of the 

truth, he moved on to another tactic.  He wrote still another letter to Nehemiah.  This time, however, it 

was an open letter.  That is, it was not confidential or personal for Nehemiah.  Rather, it was written 

with the intent of circulating it to make other people aware of accusations against Nehemiah. 

 

The letter claimed that the news was being spread, even among people of other nations, that 

Nehemiah and the Jews were planning to rebel against the government.  No proof was offered; in fact 

the letter admits these were rumors.  But Geshem was cited as the source of this accusation.  Geshem, of 

course, was one of Sanballat’s companions in opposing the work (2:19).  He could hardly be classed as 

an unbiased witness.  And no evidence is given as the basis for his accusations.  They claimed further 

that Nehemiah wanted to become king, and the real purpose of the wall was to begin a military buildup 

so he could succeed in a revolt.  They further claimed that Nehemiah had appointed prophets for the 

express purpose of teaching the people that Nehemiah would be king in Judah.  

 

The letter threatened that all this would be reported to the king of Persia, unless Nehemiah 

agreed to meet with them about this.  This seems to be a threat that if he did not agree to meet, then they 

would pass on this report to the king.  Perhaps they were also pretending that they could help avoid 

consequence for Nehemiah if he would consult with them, but either way the effect is that of a threat.  

False accusations, threatening, compromise, discredit the reputation of the workers, rumors ~ all these 

ways the enemies use to stop us from fulfilling God purpose in our lives. 

 

Nehemiah Denied the Accusation and Said the Enemies had Made it up without Proof 6:8-9 

How did Nehemiah deal with this accusation?  What should God’s people do when people make 

false accusations against us today?  Nehemiah dealt with the false accusation simply by issuing a 

statement that the accusations were false.  The things he was accused of were not being done.  Then he 

said where the ideas came from: the enemies had invented them in their own hearts.  

 

In short he pointed out that there was no proof.  Anybody can make accusations.  Faithful 

servants of God have throughout history been accused of all kinds of things that they had never done.  

But accusations do not constitute proof.  Accusations are likewise made against God’s true servants 

today.  We are accused of being motivated by a desire for money, power, or influence.  We are said to 

be jealous or self-righteous, and want to exalt ourselves.  Then since no proof had been offered, he 

continued with the work.  Note that he did not go to meet with the enemies, nor did he stop the work.  

He did not allow unproved accusations to intimidate him into meeting with the false accusers or into 

hindering the work God had given him.  

 

Nehemiah Kept his Focus on the Real Root Cause of the Conflict 

He realized that the real motive behind all these accusations and the efforts to get meetings was 

to make him afraid so he would stop the work.  The enemies were using a psychological ploy.  The goal 

was to get the Jews to think that, if they kept working, these charges would be reported to the king and 

the people might get in trouble even if the charges could not be proved.  But it they would stop the work, 

then the enemies would stop the accusations, would not report them to the king, etc.  So the temptation 

is to stop simply because of the intimidation and fear of reprisals, not because there was any truth to the 

charges. 

 

Note that Nehemiah not only did not take the bait to meet with the enemies, but he kept his focus 

on the real issues involved.  A key factor here for Nehemiah’s strength against all his enemies is his 

prayer life.  Not only did Nehemiah keep working, but he prayed to God to give him strength to endure 

the hardship and to keep on with the work.  This is exactly what we need to do when we face 

accusations and oppositions.   


