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First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood 
21 E. Church Street 
Blackwood, NJ 08012 
Bible Study Notes (Tuesday January 17, 2017) 
Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 
 

“It is Finished – Sort of!” 
Nehemiah 6:10-19 

 
Recapitulation of Last Week’s Lesson:  

Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem and the enemies heard that Nehemiah had completely fixed 
the gaps in the wall, except that the doors were not yet installed in the gates.  Then, they sent a 
message for Nehemiah to meet with them in a village located on the Ono plain.  However, 
Nehemiah refused to go.  He excused them by saying he is working on a large project and he 
cannot go down.  They sent the same message 4 times. 
 

After that, a messenger came to Nehemiah with an unsealed letter.  According to the 
message in the unsealed letter, there was a rumor that Nehemiah and the Jews were planning to 
rebel against the king.  This is the reason they are building the wall.  The message in the letter 
also accused Nehemiah attempting to be king and that he has appointed the prophets to proclaim 
he is the king of Judah.  Sanballat is using this rumor to make Nehemiah come to a meeting with 
them.  Remember the Enemy is a liar. 
 

Nehemiah still refused to go.  He said Sanballat is making up what he says.  It happened 
that Nehemiah visited Shemaiah at his house.  When the door was shut, Shemaiah told him to go 
into the temple and hide because the men are coming to murder him. 
 

Nehemiah refused to listen to Shemaiah because he knows he don’t need to hide as God 
will look after him.  Later, it was discovered that Shemaiah said that because he was hired by 
Tobiah and Sanballat.  They did this with an intention to trick Nehemiah to sin so that he will 
have a bad reputation as a leader of God’s people. 
 

On the 25th day of Elul, the wall of Jerusalem was rebuilt completely.  It took 52 days to 
rebuild the wall of Jerusalem.  Many nobles had been sending letters to Tobiah and Tobiah kept 
on sending replies to them.  Tobiah was the son in law to Shecaniah.  His son, Jehohanan 
married Meshullam’s daughter.  Many nobles kept reporting about the good works of Tobiah. 
  

The Wall Completed 
Nehemiah 6:15-16 states, that the wall was completed in 52 days.  We read, “So the wall 

was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two days.  And when all our 
enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were afraid and fell greatly in their own esteem; for 
they perceived that this work had been accomplished with the help of our God.” 
 

Victory!!!  Nehemiah remained undeterred and the wall was completed.  This sent a 
powerful message to all the heathens.  They realize that such an accomplishment can only be 
explained by the help of their Almighty God.  
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God is honored through the rebuilding of a wall.  God is honored in the rebuilding of our 

lives.  Nehemiah began the project and maintained his prayer life as he continued to serve God.  
He did not let momentary success deter him from the overall success of the project.  He had 
many opportunities to become entangled in issues which would have diluted his effort to 
complete the project.  
 

When we serve our Lord, we must stay focused on the objective.  In 1 Corinthians 9:24-
27, the Apostle Paul compares serving our Lord to running a race and finishing.  At the 
beginning of a project there is much enthusiasm but as the work progresses then that initial 
enthusiasm can fade.  If we begin a project on shaky ground, when things get tough, we tend to 
stall, falter or question our calling.  That is why it is so important to know that God is calling.  
Nehemiah prayed for months to confirm his calling.  
 

All believers are called to serve the Lord through the lives they live.  When our Christian 
lives are based upon false notions and hear-say regarding God’s Word, rather than truth, we 
become discouraged and are easily deterred from living as God wants us to live.  This is why a 
believer’s relationship with the Lord is so vital.  We must continue to seek truth through an 
intimate, loving relationship with Him through Christ.   
 
Study Questions: 

Ø Nehemiah stays focused on the “better” thing instead of distracted by a potentially 
“good” thing.  In doing good for the cause of Christ, when have you been tempted to 
settle for second best or good enough? 

Ø How can focusing on a great work keep us from distraction?  
Ø What is our great work?  
Ø Nehemiah discerns that Sanballat and Shemaiah are dealing falsely with him.  How does 

a Christian discern between truth and error?  Look up the following verses to help with 
your answer: Romans 12:2; James 1:5 and John 10:27. 

Ø Nehemiah’s rebuilding of the wall represents an enormous accomplishment.  When the 
Lord grants you great favor and success, how do you respond in your thoughts, words, 
and actions?  What temptation to sin do we face in those times? 

Ø What can we learn about following God from this chapter?  
Ø What are some of the practical lessons we learn from Nehemiah chapter 6? 

	


