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“The Task is Fully Completed!” 

Nehemiah 7:1-4 

 

Have you ever struggled with feelings that your life is not worthwhile?  I think we all feel 

that way at times.  I know that I do!  Life goes by so quickly! I often think about, “What am I 

accomplishing that really matters?  How can I spend my life so that it counts for something 

worthwhile?”  

 

The correct answer to those questions is to spend our lives so that they count for God and 

His purpose.  If our lives count for God, then they count not just for time, but for eternity.  So the 

key question becomes, how can I live so that my life counts for God?  

 

Believe it or not, Nehemiah chapter 7 has some answers to this important question.  It is 

one of those chapters that make you wonder why God took up space in the Bible for it!  It 

especially makes you wonder when you realize that verses 6-73 are essentially the same as Ezra 

2.  Why would God put this long list of unpronounceable names in the Bible once, let alone 

twice?  It’s just not the sort of chapter that you relish when you come to it in your Bible reading!  

 

The chapter serves as a pivot in the Book of Nehemiah.  Chapters 1-6 describe the 

restoration of the wall of Jerusalem.  Chapters 8-13 tell about the restoration of the people of 

Judah.  Chapter 7 begins with three verses describing the precautions that Nehemiah took to 

guard the newly walled city from attack, thus wrapping up the first half of the book.  Verses 4-73 

look forward to the reforms of the second half of the book by showing how Nehemiah went 

about repopulating the city so that it would become a vital center for national and spiritual life.  

 

So, what is the spiritual message of Nehemiah 7?  To count for God, commit yourself to the 

things that matter to God.  The chapter reveals five things that matter to God: 

 

1. Worship Matters to God (7:1) 

Nehemiah mentions that after the walls were rebuilt and the doors were installed, he 

appointed the gatekeepers, singers, and Levites (7:1).  Most commentators say that these worship 

leaders were also assigned guard duty at the city gates.  While that may be so, these men take 

priority here because worship was the city’s reason for existence.  Maybe they held choir 

practice while standing guard, but the reason for protecting the city from invaders was not just so 

that everyone could live securely.  It was primarily so that the worship of God in the temple 

could take place.  

 

From what we read in the Book of Revelation, a good part of heaven will be spent 

praising God in corporate worship.  The saints gather with the angels and the four living 

creatures and the 24 elders and sing, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,” and “To Him who sits 
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on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever” 

(Revelation 5:9, 12, 13).  We will be so caught up with the beauty of the glory of God that we 

will be lost in wonder, love, and praise!  If you want your life to count for God, grow as a 

worshiper by growing to know God in His infinite beauty.  

 

2. Godly Character Matters to God (7:2-3) 

Nehemiah was an exemplary leader who knew that to be effective, he needed to delegate 

responsibility to other competent people.  While certain administrative skills are necessary for 

effective leadership, the main requirement is godly character.  

 

Nehemiah picked two wonderful men.  Hanani was probably his blood brother, who had 

come to him at Susa with the report of Jerusalem’s sad condition (1:1-3).  He is appointed as the 

civil leader of Jerusalem.  Hananiah is appointed as the military leader because “he was a faithful 

man and feared God more than many.”  Together they are charged not to open the city gates until 

the sun was hot, and to bolt them and stand guard when they were shut.  Also, they were to 

appoint guards from the residents of the city, each in front of his own house.  There are three 

godly character traits here:  

 

A. Faithfulness 

The Hebrew word means reliable, truthful, and firm.  Hananiah was a man you could 

depend on.  He spoke the truth and if he promised to do something, he did it.  If you want your 

life to count for God, work at becoming a faithful person.  It is a fruit that the Holy Spirit 

produces in us as we walk in dependence on Him (Galatians 5:16, 22).  In your opinion, what are 

some of the ways we can develop faithfulness?  Look at Luke 16:10.  

 

B. Fear of God 

Hananiah “feared God more than many.”  The fear of God is a matter of degree: Some 

fear God a little; others fear God more.  The fear of God grows out of the knowledge of God.  

When we see who God is and we realize who we are by way of comparison, we fall on our face 

in fear.  If you want your life to count for God, grow in the fear of God.  

 

C. Watchfulness 

Nehemiah not only built the wall with the sword and the trowel, he also posted guards 

and gave careful instructions to these appointed leaders on the need to guard the city.  He trusted 

God, but he also set up a watch (see 4:9).  The two are not in opposition.  Jesus warns us 

frequently to be on the alert (Mark 13:34-37).  Please read 1 Peter 5:8.  What are we warned 

against here?  

 

Note that a time of success is a critical time to be on guard.  The Jerusalem walls were 

built and the gates were in place.  It would have been easy to kick back and let down the guard.  

The enemy often hits right after a victory.  Be especially careful then!  To count for God, commit 

yourself to: worship and to godly character, because these things matter so much to God.  Next 

Tuesday, we will cover 2 more important things that matter to God: people matter to God (7:4-

72); and your understanding and commitment to God’s purpose matter to him (7:6 and 73). 


