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Do Not Forget the Lord Your God! 

Jeremiah 2:1-13; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

 

People can do amazingly weird and stupid things.  Here are a couple of quick examples.  Police 

in Wichita, Kansas, arrested a 22-year-old man at an airport hotel after he tried to pass two 

(counterfeit) $16 bills.  Here is another one.  When two service station attendants in Ionia, Michigan, 

refused to hand over the cash to an intoxicated robber, the man threatened to call the police.  They still 

refused, so the robber called the police and was arrested.  Here is a last one.  A group of people drank 

stale water from dirty, leaky cisterns sometimes even going thirsty for years while all the time there 

was a clean, flowing stream right in their backyard.  That last, of course, is an illustration we find in 

Jeremiah chapter 2. 

 

In Jeremiah 2:13, the Lord says, “My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken 

me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold 

water.”  Two evils God’s people had committed.  Not only the Israelites had forsaken God and turned 

away from a never-ending source of life and salvation, but they also dug their own broken and leaky 

cisterns. 

 

I believe the Church of Jesus Christ in every age is tempted to do the same.  We are tempted to 

commit Israel’s two deadly sins.  We are always tempted to kick God to the curb and center our lives 

on so many other things; things that will never satisfy us; things that will never fill the deep hunger and 

thirst of our hearts. 

  

The two Sacraments we acknowledge as Reformed churches, the Sacrament of Baptism and the 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, both Sacraments remind us to keep God at the center of our lives.  

The Sacrament of Baptism challenges us to tell the story “to our children and their children after 

them.”  The Sacrament of Communion reminds us to “remember (keep remembering) the Lord’s 

death” and proclaim His victory until He comes back.  In other words, our life should revolve around 

our faith; a concept that is so contrary to the values of this day and age.  As we look together this 

morning at Jeremiah chapter 2 and 1 Corinthians 11, please allow me to underscore two important 

observations, two important challenges we might say:  

 

First: Keeping God at the Center of Our Life (verses 4-8) 
The more I read Jeremiah chapter 2, the more I feel how important and how challenging this 

message is especially to the 21st century American Christianity.  Jeremiah draws a picture of a nation 

that cares very little about God – no one seeks God, no one wonders where God is at, no one knows 

God.  This is quite amazing considering everything God has done for the Israelites.  Starting in 

Jeremiah 2:6, God gives a quick recount of some of the things God did for them.  God delivered them 

from Egypt, from the hand of Pharaoh.  God led them through the wilderness.  He provided for them 

for 40 years.  God brought them into a fruitful land, the land of Canaan, and gave them prosperity and 

abundance.  With all that God had done for them, you would have expected Israel to follow God and 

keep His commandments.  Instead, the people completely forgot about God.  My friends, you and I do 

the same thing today! 



 

 2 

 

In the book of Deuteronomy, Moses continually tells the people not to forget what God has 

done for them.  In Deuteronomy 4:9 Moses says, “Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so 

that you do not forget the things that your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as 

you live.”  Moses knew that the people had to make some effort to remember.  If the people did not 

intentionally remember the Lord and make their relationship with Him the center of their lives, they 

would forget and turn away.   

 

Our closing hymn today is one of my favorites, I Love to Tell the Story.  Verse 1 reads, “I love 

to tell the story of unseen things above, of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus and His love; I love to tell the 

story, because I know ’tis true, it satisfies my longings as nothing else would do.”  Refrain: “I love to 

tell the story, ’Twill be my theme in glory, to tell the old, old story, of Jesus and His love.”  Verse 4 

says, “I love to tell the story, for those who know it best, seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like 

the rest; and when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new song, ’Twill be the old, old story that I have 

loved so long.” 

 

By Jeremiah’s day, the people stopped telling the story.  Even those specially entrusted with the 

task of telling the story had forgotten.  Jeremiah 2:8 says, “The priests did not ask, ‘Where is the 

Lord?’ Those who deal with the law (scribes) did not know me; the leaders (political leaders) rebelled 

against me.  The prophets prophesied by Baal, following worthless idols.”  You’re here in the 

sanctuary this morning because a Sunday school teacher, a pastor, a Mom or a Dad, a friend, a 

grandparent has told you the story. 

 

Second: Substitutes for God (verses 9-13) 

“My people have committed two sins”, says Jeremiah.  First, they have forsaken God.  Then, 

they turned to idols to fill the gap.  They substituted God for idols.  I believe we have done the same.  

We have substituted God for many idols: money could become an idol; work could become an idol; 

entertainment could become an idol; sports could become an idol.  Anything that takes the place of 

God is an idol.  Anything that becomes the center of our lives is an idol.  Friends, our culture has fallen 

deep into idolatry, into that broken cisterns that hold no water.   

 

Let us accept no substitutes!  The Israelites had gotten into the habit of accepting substitutes for 

God.  The Prophet Jeremiah laments this in Jeremiah 2:11 “Has a nation ever changed its gods?  (Yet 

they are not gods at all.)  But my people have exchanged their Glory for worthless idols.”  Israel had 

accepted substitutes for their God. 

 

Friends, often times we get so busy repairing and refilling a broken cistern that we give no 

thought to the fact that we could drink of the living water which will bring complete satisfaction.  A lot 

of us are extremely busy.  Our schedule is full, and our time is filled up with all our activities.  But 

down deep our lives are empty and we keep searching. 

  

Israel’s two sins – are these ever our sins too?  Have we forgotten who we are?  Have we 

forgotten to keep God at the center of our lives?  Have we stopped telling the story?  Have we 

substituted God for worthless idols?  Jeremiah 2:13 says, “My people have committed two sins: They 

have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that 

cannot hold water.”  Christ has entrusted us to tell the great story ever!  Blackwood Presbyterian 

Church, go and tell the story.  Make it the center of your life.  Make it the song of your heart.  In the 

Name of the Father, the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 


