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Sermon Notes (Sunday July 3rd, 2016) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

A Call to Freedom! 

Isaiah 61:1-7; John 8:31-41 

 

For a long, long time, America has been known as “the land of the free.”  People have 

migrated to this land from all over the world in order to be “free.”  Tomorrow is the 4th of July – 

a time set aside to celebrate the day America declared her Independence from England.  To live 

in a free country is an awesome thing.  A lot of us who have been born into that freedom, have 

absolutely no idea how awesome it is.  As you might know, I was not born in this country.  I’ve 

chosen to be here and to become a citizen of the United Sates of America.  It is a great honor to 

live in this country and I cannot tell you how thankful I am for the many freedoms we enjoy.   

 

During the past 240 years – thousands of people have shed their blood and given their 

lives on the battlefield – for the mere hope of experiencing what you and I experience everyday.  

Our troops have served all over the world helping to “free” others from enslavement of all sorts.  

I encourage you during this 4th of July weekend to pray for our nation.  Let’s give thanks to God 

for the gift of this land.  Don’t get so caught up in the food, fireworks and fun – that the great 

freedoms we have in America never even cross your mind. 

 

Freedom is something our country has always stood for since its existence.  But the 

question I would like to ask this morning: Are we really free?  I think in actual reality we are not 

free.  There is still enslavement, spiritually speaking.  Political freedom is a wonderful thing, but 

spiritual freedom is even better.  This morning I want to talk about that kind of freedom Christ 

gives all those who have trusted Him.  It is a freedom that we don’t have to shed our blood or 

give our lives on the battlefield to get it.  Somebody else has already shed His blood as He fought 

and won that battle 2,000 years ago for us, Jesus of Nazareth, God’s ultimate gift to the fallen 

humanity.  As we celebrate Communion during this 4th of July weekend, please allow me to 

highlight a couple important observations: 

 

First: A More Needed Freedom 

Only in this passage in the gospel of John chapter 8 does “freedom” language appear.  In 

John 8:32 Jesus said, “You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”  Jesus’ 

statement here and His mention of freedom greatly offended His audience.  In John 8:33-34 they 

answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone.  What do 

you mean by saying, “You will be made free”?’  Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, 

everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.”  

 

Basically, what Jesus was saying is simple: there is a more needed freedom than our 

political freedom.  The Jewish audience did not get it.  They insisted they had always enjoyed 

freedom, even though, ironically, Jesus and His Jewish contemporaries lived under Roman 

occupation.  But Jesus explains that without Him they live as slaves. 



 

 2 

Today’s message might make us uncomfortable today as it did to the Jewish audience 

two thousand years ago.  To say Jesus brings freedom implies that people live in slavery, and we 

do not like to hear that we are enslaved in any way.  So much of our modern lives tries to 

reassure us that we are free from any constraints.  We aspire to self-realization, self-

actualization, and self-sufficiency.  We perpetuate myths that we are at the mercy of no forces 

that we cannot control.  These are not necessarily the same thing as “sin,” but they point up ways 

in which we resist God and really need a liberator. 

 

My friends, living “outside” the truth can be very “enslaving.”  The words of Jesus in 

John 8:34 and 36 still challenge us today: “I tell you the truth.  Everyone who sins is a slave to 

sin… if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  I can imagine the American Christians 

answering Jesus today, “We are Americans – of the land of the free and the home of the brave – 

and WE have never been slaves of anyone.  How can you say that we shall be set free?” 

 
Second: Where this Freedom is Found? 

Total and complete freedom comes only through Jesus Christ.  “If the Son makes you 

free, you will be free indeed” Jesus says in John 8:36.  Jesus Himself is the Truth.  Friends, our 

true freedom is found only in Jesus.  It isn’t our truth that sets us free – it is the ultimate truth of 

Jesus Christ.  Our true freedom is found neither in our economic system nor in our military 

power.  What we need to do today is trust Him, hold to His teaching, and abide in His word.  “If 

you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth 

will make you free” says Jesus in John 8:31-32. 

 

The Prophet Isaiah writes of the Messiah, of Jesus Christ, in Isaiah 61.  In Isaiah 61:1 he 

says, “The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me 

to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, and release to the prisoners.”  My friends, Jesus won our freedom.  Hallelujah!  We are 

free!  free from a heart bound by captivity; free from eyes that cannot see truth; free from ears 

that cannot hear God‘s word; free from a world of darkness and fear; free from a life of sin and 

its toll; free from Satan’s power and control; free from those heavy chains that bind; free to 

worship God in Spirit and truth.   

 

We are freed by God’s wondrous-amazing grace; freed by His Son who died in our place; 

freed by the precious blood that He shed; freed by the resurrection from the dead.  My friends, 

we are free to know peace and true happiness; free to serve God and one another; free to live 

righteous, holy lives; free to follow Christ as He guides; free to worship and praise His Name.  

Thank God we’re FREE from all our shame.  Hallelujah!  We Are Free!!  Friends, “For freedom 

Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery” says 

Paul in Galatians 5:1.  Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  

Amen! 

 

 
 


