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The Hidden Treasure! 

Psalm 16; Matthew 13:44-46 

 

One of my favorite Karl Barth stories is the one where he was riding a streetcar in his home city 

of Basel, Switzerland.  He took a seat next to a tourist, and the two men started chatting with one 

another.  “Are you new to the city?”  Swiss theologian Karl Barth inquired.  “Yes,” said the tourist.  “Is 

there anything you would particularly like to see in the city?” asked Barth.  “Yes,” said the tourist, “I 

would like to meet the famous Swiss theologian, Karl Barth,” was the reply.  “Do you know him?”  

Barth answered, “As a matter of fact, I do know him.  I give him a shave every morning.” 

 

The tourist goes off the streetcar at the next stop, quite delighted with himself.  He went back to 

his hotel and told everyone, “I met Karl Barth’s barber today.”  My friends, Jesus sits next to us all the 

time and yet we fail to see that it is really Jesus Himself.  Theologian and author Leonard Sweet says, 

“One of the biggest problems Jesus' disciples had after His resurrection was recognizing Him.  They 

didn't have a cognition problem; they had a recognition problem.  It's still our problem today.  We have 

trouble recognizing Him when and where he appears among us.”  We have trouble recognizing Jesus’ 

presence and His value.   

 

The question I am asking this morning is an important one.  Where does devotion to Jesus come 

from?  What can move us into a deeper and more consistent walk with God?  What transforms an 

uncommitted person into a fully committed disciple?  What turns half-hearted believers into whole-

hearted followers of Christ?  I believe the answer to this important question is found in a couple of 

stories Jesus tells in Matthew chapter 13:44-46.  The stories are not long, but they are loaded with life-

changing truth.  We know these stories as “The Parable of the Hidden Treasure” and “The Parable of the 

Pearl of Great Price.”    

 

Jesus tells us two stories about two people absolutely committed to possessing something of 

great worth.  One sells everything he has so he can possess a treasure he finds hidden in a field.  The 

other cashes in all his belongings so he can own the most spectacular pearl he has ever laid eyes on.  Do 

you know what Jesus says?  Jesus says, “That’s what the kingdom of heaven is like.”  Jesus says, “Just 

like those two people were willing to give up everything they owned so they could possess that treasure 

and that pearl, your commitment to me must be greater than your commitment to anything else on 

earth.”   

 

My friends, do we possess that kind of overwhelming hunger to possess Jesus ~ or to let Jesus 

possess us?  Where does that kind of hunger come from?  What makes people like you and me fully 

committed followers of Christ?  The answer is simple.  It starts with a discovery.  In these parables it all 

begins when someone discovers a treasure hidden in a field and when a merchant discovers a pearl of 

great value.  The principle is so simple I hardly need to state it—commitment to Christ begins when we 

discover Him ~ when the Holy Spirit opens our hearts and minds to salvation in Christ.    

 

From this moment on, we continue discovering how wonderful, amazing, awesome, great, and 
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valuable Jesus is over any and everything else in life.  One great truth I would like to underscore this 

morning.  It is a great encouragement to us as individuals and as a congregation.  It has to do with the 

fact that God’s Spirit is still at work in our world.  God is not done with us.  God is still in the business 

of transforming us and eventually transforming our communities through our faith and obedience.   

 

The Holy Spirit Works in us Differently 

These two parables in Matthew chapter 13:44-46 remind us that different people discover the 

truth about Jesus in different ways.  In the first parable we see someone who is not even looking for a 

treasure.  He just stumbles onto it.  He is walking along minding his own business and finds the treasure 

in a field by accident.  It is the exact opposite of what happens in the parable of the pearl of great value.  

There we find a merchant who has spent his entire life searching for that perfect pearl that he ultimately 

finds.   

 

Isn’t that the way it is with Christ?  On one hand, some of us here today had no intention 

whatsoever of following Christ.  For a good part of your life you probably didn’t think about God.  You 

didn’t care about faith.  You were just living life minding your own business.  Then, the truth about 

Jesus hit you up the side of the head.  The good news about Jesus unexpectedly broke into your life and 

you were forever changed.  You were not looking for God.  But God was looking for you.   

 

On the other hand, some of us had a different experience.  Some people are just born with an 

acute spiritual longing.  Like that merchant visiting one market after another in search of the perfect 

pearl, some people search for God.  Some people go from one philosophy to another or from one 

religion to another.  Then one day they find what they have been looking for in the Person of Jesus 

Christ.  They come to Jesus and they find peace with God.  They discover that it is not about religion.  

It’s about a relationship.  It’s not about works.  It’s about grace.  The search is over.  You finally found 

what they have been looking for.  I am confident that some people in the sanctuary this morning have 

found God this way.  Different people discover the truth about Jesus different ways according to the 

work of the Holy Spirit.  But the reminder for all of us is amazing: God’s Spirit is still at work in us and 

in our world.  Let’s not give up!   

 

Once we discover God’s love and His sufficient grace so richly given to us in Jesus Christ, it will 

be so natural to follow and to commit.  It will be so natural for us to forsake all for the sake of Christ.  

He will be our all in all.  He will be our most valuable treasure that in joy we will go and sell everything 

to have Him as Lord and Master.  He will be our one pearl of great value that we will go and sell all to 

have Him. 

 

What is your most valuable treasure in life?  What is your one pearl of great value?  Matthew 

6:19 reminds us “Don't store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, 

and where thieves break in and steal.”  But Jesus being our treasure and the one pearl of great value 

remains forever!  I hope He will be your portion as Psalm 16 says and that you will put your hope and 

trust in Him today. 

 

Someone said that the kingdom of heaven is about making a killer deal.  It’s about the best trade 

you’ll ever make.  The kingdom of heaven is about trading hell for heaven.  It’s about trading death for 

life.  It’s about trading temporary trinkets for eternal riches.  It’s about trading bondage for freedom.  It’s 

about trading shame for joy.  It’s about trading rejection for acceptance.  It’s about trading your fear and 

emptiness for the love that never disappoints.  The kingdom of heaven is infinite treasure.  The kingdom 

of heaven is the pearl of great price.  In the Name of the Father, the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 


