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Sermon Notes (Sunday July 24, 2016) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

Zacchaeus Finds the Real Treasure! 

Job 22:21-30; Luke 19:1-10 

 

The story of Zacchaeus is a very fascinating one!  It is a story of true repentance and radical 

transformation.  It is a story of someone who was looking for something more in life and by the end 

of one glorious day, Zacchaeus discovered that what he was looking for was God’s forgiveness.  He 

was looking for God’s love.  He was looking for God’s peace.  It’s that kind of inner peace that the 

world can neither give nor take away.  The story is loaded with lots of great and relevant lessons, and 

this morning I would like to underscore three important lessons as we look at the story together. 

 

First: We Will Never Be Satisfied by the Things of this World 

The first couple verses in Luke chapter 19 give us a glimpse of Zacchaeus’ life.  In Luke 19:1-

2 we read, “He (Jesus) entered Jericho and was passing through it.  A man was there named 

Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich.”  Zacchaeus was a man of power in Jericho, a 

chief tax collector, but he was not satisfied.  People probably walked in fear of this little man.  

Zacchaeus was so rich, but he was not happy.  He was one of those people who seemed to possess 

everything this world holds in value and esteem.  He may look happy, but deep inside he was missing 

something.  By the standards of this world, he was a very successful businessman.  He was one of 

those people who had it all.    

 

I am sure there were so many in Jericho and the surrounding area who would have gladly 

traded places with Zacchaeus.  Yet, as Luke tells us, there was more to Zacchaeus than met the eye.  

He was successful by the world’s standards, but you should never judge a book by its cover.  It was 

what Zaccheaus lacked that made the difference in his life.  My friends, the things of this world will 

never satisfy us.  Seeking satisfaction in the things of this world is like chasing the wind. 

 

Augustine of Hippo (354-430 AD) is a fourth century philosopher, theologian, and pastor who 

was born and lived in what is now Algeria, North Africa.  Augustine lived a very wild and sinful life 

style before his conversion.  He desperately searched for fulfillment.  He tried everything; pleasures, 

religions, philosophy; you name it.  At the age of 31, Augustine converted to Christianity.  Later on, 

he wrote in his Confessions, “You have made us for Yourself, O God, and our hearts are restless, 

until they can find rest in You.”  My friends, I want you to know that Jesus has exactly what you 

need.  If you will come to Him, as He passes by your own Jericho today, He will take care of what 

you lack.  “You do not have, because you do not ask” says James 4:2. 

 

Second: No One is Beyond God’s Grace 

My friends, no one is too far gone for God to restore them and make them new.  Zacchaeus 

hears that Jesus will be passing through Jericho and he decides not to miss this opportunity.  His 

emptiness led him to Jesus.  Over the years he had tried to fill the emptiness of his own heart with 

money, work, power, friends, but it did not work.  So he decides to give Jesus of Nazareth a try.  

Jesus sees him and offers a visit.  The people couldn’t believe it when Jesus told Zacchaeus he was 

going to his house.  Just as Zacchaeus was seeking to see Jesus, Jesus was searching for Zacchaeus. 
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When Jesus stopped under that tree that day, He knew everything about Zacchaeus, yet He 

still loved him and still had compassion on him.  What an amazing grace!  Jesus knows everything 

about you and me, but He still loves us and He still pours out His grace when we put our trust in Him.  

He will never put us to shame.  No one is beyond the reach of a loving God.  And this is why I stand 

before you week after week after week proclaiming the good news of the gospel because none is 

beyond the reach of God’s love.  Zacchaeus was deep in the dark pit of sin, but Jesus lifted him out. 

 

Third: A True Encounter with Jesus Results in a Change in the Way we Live 

Jesus, the seeking Savior, visits Zacchaeus, the seeking sinner, at home.  Although, the 

conversation between Jesus and Zacchaeus is not recorded in the Scripture, we know that Zacchaeus 

had a penitent attitude and he got saved.  From this point on, Zacchaeus was willing to right the 

wrongs he had committed.  What did Zacchaeus do?  In Luke 19:8 we read, “Zacchaeus stood there 

and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have 

defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.”  Then Jesus declared in Luke 

19:9, “Today salvation has come to this house.”  Zacchaeus did not get saved by giving, but saved 

people are generous.    

 

Well, folks, nobody under God’s green earth in Jericho could have ever imagined Zacchaeus 

doing something like this.  How could Zacchaeus give up everything?  The answer is simple: 

Zacchaeus found the hidden treasure, the pearl of great value in the person of Jesus Christ.  No 

wonder, then, that he let go all other treasures he had accumulated over the years.  In Job 22:24-26 

we read, “If you treat gold like dust, and gold of Ophir like the stones of the torrent-bed, and if the 

Almighty is your gold and your precious silver, then you will delight in the Almighty.”  

 

A true encounter with Jesus results in a change in the way we live.  This is what the Scripture 

calls “fruits of repentance.”  Let me conclude with a story that captures that thought.  The story is told 

about a man was being tailgated by a stressed out woman on a busy street.  Suddenly, the light turned 

yellow just in front of him.  He did the right thing, stopping at the crosswalk.  The tailgating woman 

hit the roof, and the horn, screaming as she missed her chance to get through the intersection.  As she 

was still in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window and looked up into the face of a police officer.  

He took her to the police station where she placed in a holding cell.  

 

After a couple of hours, the police officer opened the cell door and said, “Ma’am, I’m very 

sorry for this mistake.  You see, I pulled up behind your car while you were blowing your horn, 

flipping off the guy in front of you, and cussing a blue streak at him.  I noticed the “What Would 

Jesus Do?” bumper sticker, the “Follow Me to Sunday School” bumper sticker, and the chrome-

plated Christian fish emblem on the trunk.  Naturally, I assumed you had stolen the car!”  Friends, 

sometimes there is a big gap between the stickers we’ve placed all around us and the values we live 

by everyday.  Zacchaeus did not have this problem! 

 

Family and friends of the First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood, let’s remember that we 

will never be satisfied by the things of this world.  Our hearts are restless, until they can find their rest 

at the foot of the cross.  Let’s remember that there is no one beyond the reach of a loving God.  

Finally, let’s show forth the fruits of repentance in our lives.  And over all may we forget not the 

great news of the gospel that God is seeking YOU.  May we look today for the ONE who has been 

looking for us.  “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today” Jesus says.  

To God in Christ all praise, honor, and glory and to that all God’s people said “Amen!”  


