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Nicodemus: The Religious Sinner! 

Psalm 119:33-40; John 3:1-13 

 

A few weeks ago we began a preaching series that focuses on discovering or rediscovering 

Jesus as our “hidden treasure” and our “pearl of great value.”  Jesus used these two images in Matthew 

chapter 13 to explain to his audience what the kingdom of heaven is like.  The basic idea of the two 

parables ~ the parable of the hidden treasure and the parable of the pearl of great price ~ is simple:  life 

is a journey through which we discover how valuable and how important faith is.  It should come at the 

top of our list of priorities because it actually regulates everything else.  No wonder that our world has 

become a mess because we have chosen to value a lot other things over our relationship with God.  

 

I am afraid that the way we live today, the values we have adopted, and the priorities we have 

set for ourselves, are not helping our spirituality.  I am afraid it has even killed our desire to pursue 

more of Jesus.  This reminds me of a story that I read a few months ago.  The story is told about a man 

who was involved in a traffic accident and another driver stopped to ensure the man was not seriously 

injured.  The driver of the second car said to the man in the accident, “You are really lucky you are 

OK, you could have been killed.”  The man in the accident said, “I am not worried, Jesus rides with me 

wherever I go.”  The driver of the second car said, “Well, Jesus better start riding with me, the way you 

drive, you are going to kill Him.”  When we do not take Jesus seriously, we quench the Spirit.  And 

eventually we fail to honor God in our daily life. 

 

Unlike a lot of us today, Nicodemus was a man who took his faith very seriously.  Who was 

Nicodemus?  In john 3:1-2 we read, “Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 

Jews.  He came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 

come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.”  From this 

short introduction, we learn several things about Nicodemus.  He was a Pharisee, a popular Jewish 

religious group of that day.  Being a Pharisee meant that Nicodemus was extremely religious, having 

taken a pledge to keep the entire Old Testament law.  He would have been steeped in the teachings of 

the Scriptures, and would have taught them to others.  

 

But Nicodemus was no ordinary Pharisee; he was “a leader of the Jews,” meaning that he 

served on the Jewish governing body called the Sanhedrin, an elite group of 70 men who oversaw 

religious and civic matters for the whole nation.  Nicodemus was a national leader.  He comes to Jesus 

and he calls Jesus “Rabbi,” a title of respect.  He says that he knows that Jesus’ work and ministry is 

from God.  Apparently, he wanted to get to know Jesus more, so he sought Him out for a one-on-one 

conversation... at night.  

 

The Nicodemus story is a very important one.  What can the followers of Jesus today learn 

from the story and experience of Nicodemus?  I believe the story of Nicodemus challenges us at least 

in two different ways: 

 

First: Nicodemus Comes to Jesus Willing to Take a Risk 

In coming to Jesus, Nicodemus was so willing to take the risk.  How come a Pharisee, a teacher 
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of the law, and a Sanhedrin member, a political leader, come to Jesus of Nazareth seeking answers to 

life’s fundamental questions?  It was a huge risk for him.  He was willing to risk his prestige.  He was 

willing to risk his standing in the Jewish temple and community.  He was willing to risk his reputation.  

Someone said he is risking everything he ever knew and everything he ever was.  It wasn’t easy for 

him and it isn’t easy for us today.  Going with the crowd is easy, but seeking the truth is risky.  

 

Second: Nicodemus Wrestles with God 

Nicodemus comes to Jesus at night and he takes a big risk.  It took a lot of courage and 

humility to come to Jesus even he came at night.  In his conversation with Rabbi Yeshua, Jesus of 

Nazareth, Nicodemus is told in John 3:3-4 that, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 

God without being born from above.’  Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having 

grown old?  Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?”  Nicodemus did not 

get what Jesus was saying.  He began to wrestle with God about the whole thing.  In John 3:9-10 we 

read, “Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of 

Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?”   

 

Did Nicodemus grasp the truth of the gospel the first time or he needed some time to process?  

We do not know when Nicodemus was born again whether it was the very same night he met with 

Jesus or later on.  The Scripture does not tell us.  But from what the gospel of John says we know he 

was born again from the Spirit.  Nicodemus was reborn with a new understanding – God had birthed a 

new truth in his heart.  He is changed.  This rebirth, this regeneration, this transformation, this heart 

surgery is a gift from God.  How do we know that? 

 

Nicodemus Appears Three Time in John’s Gospel 

Nicodemus appears three times in the whole Scripture ~ all in the gospel of John.  The first 

time of course is here in John chapter 3.  He comes to Jesus at night.  Jesus told him about the 

necessity of being born again and the mysterious work of the Holy Spirit in the process of 

regeneration.  Nicodemus appears again in John chapter 7:50-51.  Nicodemus stood up for Jesus when 

the Pharisees were conspiring against Him. 

 

The final time we meet with Nicodemus is in John 19:38-42.  Jesus has died on the cross and 

Joseph of Arimathea has petitioned Pontius Pilate for His body.  Then John tells us, “Nicodemus, who 

had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a 

hundred pounds.”  I think it is so significant that John chooses to identify Nicodemus as the one who 

came to Jesus by night, under cover of darkness.  It seems to me that Nicodemus finally got it.  He 

comes in the daytime with all Jerusalem watching.  His clothes stained with Jesus’ blood.  The man 

who first came to Jesus at night is now shouting in the face of Pontius Pilate that he is a disciple of 

Jesus Christ too!  

 

The Bible doesn’t go into detail, but you can bet that Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea were 

rejected, mocked and may have even lost their status and standing for following Jesus. They may 

have lost their homes, families or even their life for following Jesus.  My friends, we must step out in 

courage as Nicodemus did.  Nicodemus stood out at a time when no one had the courage to speak 

favorably about Jesus in public, for they were afraid of getting in trouble with the Jewish leaders.  Are 

we willing to risk it all for Him?  Are we willing to carry our cross for the Kingdom of heaven?  Are 

we willing to go against the crowd and against the whole world if we have to?  It is already happening 

in the world around us.  Are we ready?  Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.  Amen! 


