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Sermon Notes (Sunday August 7th, 2016) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

Christ’s Surpassing Worth! 

Psalm 127; Philippians 3:1-11 

 

Gaining a new perspective on what is really important has been our topic for the last few 

Sundays.  Today I want to wrap up this series of messages as we continue to discover or rediscover 

together the value of our faith, meaning looking at our faith in Jesus as our greatest asset.  Let me 

introduce my meditation this morning with a short story that captures what I am saying.   

 

A preacher dreamed he had died and was standing in front of the gates of heaven.  He came 

face to face with an angel, who was holding a big book and was ready to decide if the preacher was 

going to be allowed into heaven.  The angel gave the preacher a surprise announcement. “You're 

going to need 100 points to get inside the gates.”  “Well,” said the preacher proudly, “I was a minister 

for 47 years.”  “That’s nice,” answered the angel.  “That gets you one point.”  “One point?!  That’s 

all I get?  Just one point for 47 years of service?”  “Yes, that's correct,” said the angel. 

 

The minister was concerned at the scoring system.  He tried to think of other things he had 

done in life.  “Well,” he said, “I visited shut-ins every chance I got.”  “One point,” said the angel.  “I 

developed a number of recovery programs, and I took part in many civic groups in our city.  People 

loved me!”  “One point.  Now you've got three points,” stated the angel.  “I worked with youth,” said 

the minister, “and surely you must know what that’s like!”  “One more point,” said the angel, “and 

that makes four.  You need 96 more points.”  “Oh no!” the minister cried out in panic.  “I feel so 

helpless, so inadequate.  Except for the grace of God, I don’t have a chance.”  The angel smiled a big 

smile.  “Ah . . . the grace of God!  That’s good for 96 points.  Come on in!”  Friends, our 

righteousness is worthless, but Christ’s righteousness is priceless. 

 

The apostle Paul certainly gained a new perspective on life.  Once a persecutor of Christians, 

he was suddenly delighted to be part of the persecuted.  His encounter with Jesus Christ had so 

profoundly changed him.  It put a new perspective on everything in Paul’s life.  My hope this 

morning is to look at that new perspective Paul gained, and in doing so, may we get challenged to 

examine our lives and look at things the same way Paul looked at them.  Two observations: 

 

First: Paul’s Grave Miscalculation (Philippians 3:4-6) 

In Philippians 3:4-6, Paul lists some of the things that he used to consider valuable assets.  He 

says if anyone, a Jew or a Gentile, religious or non-religious, had a reason to trust the things of this 

world, it was Paul.  In Philippians 3:4-6 he says, “If anyone else has reason to be confident in the 

flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; 

as to righteousness under the law, blameless.”  According to human standards, Paul had the right 

heritage, the best education, the right connections, and a brilliant future.  

 

Yet, after he met Christ, Paul set about the process of finding a proper perspective.  In the 

end, all that he once valued, he considered rubbish.  In Philippians 3:7-8 we read, “Yet whatever 
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gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ … and I regard them as rubbish.”  

Paul is telling us that he lays all he is and has alongside Jesus and sees it all as garbage compared to 

Jesus!  In other words, nothing in Paul's life was nearly as important as his faith in Jesus of Nazareth. 

 

When Paul came to Jesus, he counted all his assets as losses and this he continued to do day 

by day!  Paul has cultivated a mindset that says “Jesus Christ is first in my life and I will allow 

nothing to come between me and Him!”  It is easy to allow things to cloud our vision of Jesus!  In 

fact, just about anything in life has the potential to eclipse Jesus if it is given an opportunity!  Faithful 

Christians are the one who are always looking for ways to deepen their relationship with Jesus and 

are constantly on the look out for things that would hinder that relationship. 

 
Second: Christ’s Surpassing Worth (Philippians 3:7-11) 

Why did Paul do this?  In Philippians 3:8 Paul gives the reason, “More than that, I regard 

everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  For his sake I 

have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ.”  

Paul was willing to turn his back on everything that was important to him so that he might be saved!  

He saw Jesus as worth more than everything else!  The whole point of these verses is to cause us to 

see that knowing Jesus is more valuable than anything else in this life, or in the life to come!  Have 

you come to the place where you have calculated your losses?  Have you seen the truth that you can 

have everything, but without Jesus, you have absolutely nothing? 

 

Paul says that knowing Jesus is worth more than anything he may have given up to come to 

God.  To know Jesus in a personal, intimate way is a blessing beyond compare!  He is more than jus a 

story in a dusty old book.  He is a Friend that sticks closer than a brother!  He is the shade on my 

right hand.  He reveals Himself in the storm and in the sunshine.  He shows His glory on the 

mountain of victory and in the valley of defeat.  To know Him in salvation is just the beginning!  

Every mile reveals more of His glory to the seeking pilgrim!  Every valley proves His sweetness.  

Every burden His grace.  Every step is fragrant with His power and presence in the life of the 

believer.  Yes.  All of life is but rubbish compared with the knowledge of Him!  

 

No wonder that the prophet Jeremiah says in Jeremiah 9:23-24, “Thus says the Lord: Do not 

let the wise boast in their wisdom, do not let the mighty boast in their might, do not let the wealthy 

boast in their wealth; but let those who boast boast in this, that they understand and know me, that I 

am the Lord.”  You may remember the old hymn Rock of Ages.  The hymn was written in 1763 by the 

Rev. Augustus Toplady, who was a preacher in a tiny village in England.  In one of the verses he 

said: Nothing in my hand I bring, Simply to Thy cross I cling; Naked, come to Thee for dress, 

Helpless, look to Thee for grace; Foul, I to the fountain fly; Wash me, Savior, or I die.  When we put 

our trust in Jesus, we do not need to worry about the 100 points we need to get inside the gates of 

heaven.  His grace is sufficient.  He is our all in all! 

 

My friends, as I conclude, let me encourage you to examine your life today.  Can you say with 

Paul, “I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  

For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may 

gain Christ”?  In a few weeks we will start a New Church Year.  I am excited and hopeful.  My hope 

for all of us is to value what we do around this place.  Invest more of you in God’s Kingdom.  Find 

something that you can do.  Most of Church Committees need new members to join, new blood.  Pray 

and think about it and join one you feel the Lord is calling you to join.  Talk to me or to one of the 

Elders.  This is going to be the most valuable thing you do in this life!  Amen. 


