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“I Drew him out of the Water!” 

Exodus 2:1-10; 1 Peter 3:17-22 

 

A little boy asked Rick Warren, the Senior Pastor of Saddleback Church in Lake Forest, 

California, “When can I get advertised?”  The boy meant, “baptized” but I think he made the 

right point – baptism is advertising that you’re a Christian.  In the early days of the church, 

baptism was a declaration that believers were definitely identifying themselves with that group 

of people who were called Christians.  To identify yourself with those who were called 

Christians meant persecution, maybe even death; it meant being ostracized from your family, 

shunned by friends.  We have to know that the one act which was the final declaration of this 

identification was BAPTISM.  As long as people gathered with Christians, they were tolerated, 

but once they submitted to baptism, they declared to all the world, I belong to Jesus Christ and I 

am a part of His body on earth, the church.  

 

This morning we had the joy of getting Gabriel Michael Scanzello baptized.  Baptism is 

where everything begins for us.  These strange waters are where each of us begins our life of 

faith.  This baptismal font is the place where we see God’s grace poured out for everyone.  These 

wonderful waters give us confidence and hope for every step of our journey.  The baptismal font 

is a symbol of welcoming, remembering, and recommitting ourselves to the covenant God makes 

with us in these waters, or simply living out our faith with confidence because we know that our 

journey has taken us through these waters.   

 

Today I want to look at a story from the book of Exodus chapter 2.  It is a story of a child 

who had to go through the waters; not that of a baptism, but the waters of the Nile river.  The 

Israelites had been in Egypt for over 400 years.  Joseph died and the Pharaohs who favored the 

Hebrew community died as well.  A new King has just come to power.  The new Pharaoh 

decides there’s just too many Hebrews for his comfort level and sets a decree that any Hebrew 

boys born are to be thrown into the river.  Could you imagine taking your precious three-month-

old son, placing him in a small basket, and watching him float away knowing he would at any 

moment face imminent death?  That’s exactly what Moses’ parents had to do.  Two short 

observations as we look together at that part of the story of Moses.  The first has to do with the 

name given to that child, and the second has to do with God’s providence and provision. 

 

First: What’s in a Name? 

The daughter of Pharaoh finds the Hebrew baby while bathing at the Nile with her maids.  

We are told that Pharaoh’s daughter named the boy Moses.  The name Moses in Hebrew is —

Mosheh—because, she says “I drew him out of the water.”  But the question is why on earth is 

the Pharaoh’s daughter—an Egyptian princess—giving a Hebrew name to that little child?  That 

wordplay is probably the Israelite author of the text attempting to make sense of Moses’ name.  

Moses’ name is not insignificant in the Jewish history.    
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The daughter of Pharaoh named the boy Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of 

the water.”  But there is another interpretation of the name Moses that is worth investigating.  

The Pharaoh princess of course spoke ancient Egyptian.  “Moses” is the Egyptian word for 

“son.”  It’s found in the names Ramases (son of Ra ~ the ancient Egyptian sun god) and 

Thutmoses (son of Tut).  The implication here is that when Pharaoh’s daughter takes the baby 

out of the river, she claims him as her own.  Moses ~ this is my son.  I have adopted him. 

 

What’s in a name?  Moses name is a reminder that each one of God’s own children has 

been claimed by God Himself.  God takes us out of the reeds of the river and claims us as His 

children.  All of us as believers are drawn from the waters – the waters of baptism – where God 

sets a seal on us which defines our lives.  In baptism the Holy Spirit meets us and makes us 

God’s own.  And when we come out of the water, we become part of a family; a family that 

cares for one another; supports one another.  And, like any family, has occasionally drama.  

 

Second: God’s Great Providence and Provision 

The story of Exodus chapter two is the story of God’s providence and provision.  God 

orders the steps of the righteous as Psalm 37:23 reminds us.  And because Moses’ parents 

believed in God and in His goodness, the Lord came to their rescue.  He saved them and He 

saved their son.  God worked out a perfect plan of salvation.  

 

The story of the Exodus is often confused as the story of Moses.  Moses is sometimes 

heralded as that perfect leader that lifted the yoke of slavery from his people.  Some think that 

Moses was the man who deserves the credit.  Not so!  Moses is not the hero of the Exodus; God 

is the hero of the story.  In the same manner, God is the hero of our story today—He is the only 

One who can fulfill the desires of our heart.  Indeed He is our, “Alpha and the Omega, the First 

and the Last, the Beginning and the End” Revelation 22:13. 

 

My friends, let’s remember that in the Sacrament of Baptism, God claims us as God’s 

own children.  Like Moses, we too, are drawn out of the waters.  Every time we gather around 

the baptismal font, we are reminded of the abundance of God’s love. Every time we see it, we 

remember how much we need God’s amazing grace to continue to wash over us and make us 

new.  Every time we celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism, may we remember the joy and wonder 

of the Christian baptism and at the same time may we celebrate God who is making all things 

new in Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 

Martin Luther, the great 16th century theologian and reformer, used to take great comfort 

from the Sacrament of Baptism.  When his life was under threat and when he suffered self doubt 

he would boldly claim, “I am baptized.”  When you are in doubt, remember you are Moses too ~ 

you are drawn out of the water.  We have been claimed by God.  God’s providence and provision 

are so real.  Gabriel ג ְבַּ ִר  is a very beautiful name.  It is a Hebrew Biblical name that means ֵלאי

“God is my strength.”  May God continue to be little Gabriel’s strength.  Michael and Aulona 

may God continue to be your strength as you raise your son in the instructions of the Lord.  May 

God continue to be our refuge and strength today and forever more.  In the Name of the Father, 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 

 


