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Sermon Notes (Sunday August 28th, 2016) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

“Before The End of Summer!” 

Jeremiah 8:20; 2 Timothy 4:1-5 

 

Have you ever been late?  Late paying a bill, late for church, late paying your taxes, late for 

work or school?  Sometimes being late holds consequences.  They could be penalties and fines, late 

fees, bad credit report, or bad reputation.  Let me introduce my sermon this morning with a story.  A 

priest was being honored at a retirement dinner for 35 years of service to his parish.  A leading local 

politician who was also a member of the congregation was chosen to make the presentation and give a 

little speech.  He was late for the program, so the priest decided to say a few words while they waited. 

 

The priest said, “I got a bad first impression of the parish because of my first confession I heard 

here.  The very first person who entered my confessional told me he had stolen a TV set, assaulted a 

police officer, stolen money from his parents, embezzled from his business, and was having an affair 

with his boss’s wife.  I was shocked and wondered what kind of place God had brought me to.  But I 

was glad to finally learn that all the people were not like that and that I had come to a parish of many 

fine and loving people.”  Just as the priest finished his talk, the politician arrived full of apologies for 

being late.  He immediately made his presentation and to give his talk.  “I’ll never forget the first day 

our priest arrived,” he exclaimed.  “I had the honor of being the very first one to go to him in 

confession.”  My friends, you never know what is going to happen when you come late! 

 

During Jeremiah’s time, the people of Judah were beginning to see the serious consequences of 

being late to respond to God’s call to repent and live their lives as God’s people.  The Barbarians were 

rumbling to the north.  Israel, the Northern section of the divided Kingdom, had been plundered and 

destroyed two centuries earlier.  By the 6th century B.C., King Nebuchadnezzar ruled the Middle East 

from Babylon.  He would soon over-run Judah and destroy Jerusalem, and the long and dark days of 

“The Babylonian Exile” would begin. 

 

Jeremiah was sent by God to warn the Southern Kingdom of Israel that their nation was in real 

and deep trouble.  His message was simple: commit yourselves as individuals and as a nation to the 

Lord and God will find a way to save us.  If you refuse, God will simply walk away and leave you to 

fend for yourselves.  Although Jeremiah laments the slow response of God’s people to God’s call in 

Jeremiah 8:20, “The harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we are not saved”, he still sees some 

hope.  My friends, there is always a chance to turn our lives around.  There is always a chance to get it 

right.  I cannot believe it is already the last Sunday in August.  As I think about the days that just fly 

by, I would like to make two important observations. 

 

First: Missing the Harvest 

“The harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we are not saved,” says Jeremiah 8:20.  There 

are two major harvest seasons in the Middle East: early summer and late summer.  Jeremiah 8:20 refers 

to both of them.  “The harvest is past” ~ that is the early harvest, in the beginning of the summer.  This 

harvest was the first and major chance of survival of the winter to come.  But there always was a 

second chance, in the harvest of the fruits in the end of the summer.  “The summer has ended” in 

Jeremiah 8:20 means the second chance is gone.  In other words, Jeremiah says the early harvest is 
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past, the summer harvest has ended – and we are not saved.  My friends, life is short and I am afraid 

that we miss one chance after the other.  We have missed the early summer and late summer harvest 

seasons.  My hope for us as a nation is to wake up before it is too late.  My hope for us as Christian 

households is to wake up before it is too late. 

 

God sent Jeremiah, the “Weeping Prophet of Israel” to a nation that cared very little about the 

God of their fathers.  Israel had worshipped false gods, and she refused to have the Lord rule in her 

life.  As a result, Israel went into the Babylonian captivity, and Jerusalem was destroyed.  Yet, before 

all this took place, God sent Jeremiah with a new chance of grace to the nation of Israel.  It is true that 

the people have missed the first and second harvest chances, but here is a new one.  It is true that we 

stand empty handed, no grain, no fruits, but the priceless unfailing love and compassion of God.  

Friends, throughout the Scriptures, God always offers a second chance.  He allows us to start all over.  

That is actually the whole story of the Bible.   

 

Second: What Did We Miss Anyway? 

“The harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we are not saved.”  The nation of Israel did not 

miss a small thing.  They missed the HARVEST.  In other words, it was a matter of life and death.  

They missed their salvation!  They missed the renewing of their way of life.  They missed the time of 

God’s coming to them.  They missed the time of God’s visitation.  In Luke 19:41-44 Jesus Himself 

wept over Jerusalem for the very same reason.  Jerusalem missed its last opportunity.   

 

To sum up, Jeremiah likens Israel’s missed opportunity to turn to God and to carry out its 

mission in the world to that of a missed harvest: “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are 

not saved.”  The purpose of my message this morning is twofold.  First, to appreciate the many 

opportunities the Lord is offering us to grow up our faith.  As I look ahead to the next few months here 

at the First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood, there is something for everyone.  We will have a great 

variety of ministries for all age groups.  We will have ministries for our children, our youth, and our 

seniors.  We are having worship opportunities, Bible study, mission opportunities, and fellowship 

groups.  My hope for every one of us is to make the effort and to allow God to take us into a deeper 

walk with Him.  I urge you not to miss the harvest. 

 

Second, is to stir our hearts for those around us.  There is a mission field just outside your front 

door.  You and I are surrounded by people who have missed so many opportunities.  They are our co-

workers, they are our family members, they are our neighbors, and they are the people we meet on the 

street every day.  May I say to you this morning, “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are 

few.”  In 2 Timothy 4:2, the Scripture encourages us to “Proclaim the message; be persistent whether 

the time is favorable or unfavorable ~ in season and out of season ~ NIV.”  My friends, the world is 

full of men and women who need Christ.  The question is: “Who will reach out to them if we do not do 

it?   

 

“The harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we are not saved.”  In other words, something 

remains to be done; the job is still unfinished.  We have a long way to go and not much time to get 

there.  Let’s not delay your opportunity for joy, for wholeness, and for newness.  Let’s not be cautious 

when God calls us to be and to do something new.  “The harvest is passed; the summer is ended, and 

we are not yet saved.”  We can do something about it.  We can start anew, and we can end renewed.  In 

the Name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 


