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“It’s Finished!” 

Genesis 2:1-3; John 19:30-37 

 

Church calendar marks the Sunday before Labor Day as “Labor Sunday.”  “Labor Day” is set 

aside to celebrate the value and dignity of work.  The holiday was established during a time of great 

labor strife, as a way of recognizing the need to give workers the right to good pay, decent hours, and 

safe working conditions.  For those of you who like history, the first Labor Day was celebrated on 

Tuesday, September 5, 1882 in New York City.  By 1885, the idea of Labor Day had spread throughout 

most of the industrial centers of the country.  

 

On June 28, 1894, Congress passed an act making the first Monday in September of each year a 

legal holiday.  And still later, by a resolution of the American Federation of Labor convention of 1909, 

the Sunday preceding Labor Day was adopted as “Labor Sunday” and dedicated to the spiritual and 

educational aspects of the labor movement.  Although Labor Day isn’t a religious holiday, the Bible has 

some concrete things to teach us about work.   

 

First: Sacred Versus Secular Work 

Imagine for a moment that Jesus has just completed His three years of training with the disciples.  

He has been crucified, raised from the dead, and is now commissioning the twelve to go into the world 

and disciple the nations.  Now imagine Him also making this statement to them: “Dear brothers, it is 

now time for you to share what you have learned from me.  However, as you share with others be sure 

that you keep what I taught you separate from your work life.  The principles I have shared with you 

only apply in situations outside your work life.  Do not make them fit into this context.  The miracles 

you saw in me can only be done in certain situations outside work life.  Keep this in mind when thinking 

about praying for the sick or the lost.  These truths will not work in the marketplace.” 

 

This is unfortunately the mindset of so many in our world today.  The spiritual does not mix with 

the everyday world of the workplace.  What happens on Monday has no relationship to what takes place 

on Sunday.  I believe the Bible makes no distinction between what is secular and what is sacred or 

spiritual.  In other words, as Christians, we are called to live out Christ and to honor Him with whatever 

we do.  In Colossians 3:23 we read, “Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done for the Lord and 

not for your masters.” 

 

In The Babylonian Captivity, Martin Luther, the 16th Century Reformer, emphasized the dignity 

and sacredness of all work, as being in the sight of God, as important as the work of a priest. Luther 

writes: “The entire world is full of service to God, not only the churches but also the home, the kitchen, 

the cellar, the workshop, and the field of the townsfolk and farmers.”  Protestant ideas would serve to 

empower people and their creative capacities, resulting in the profound development of Europe. 

 

Christians must be courageous to bring the Biblical values into the marketplace.  Abraham 

Kuyper (1837-1920) believed in bringing his faith into the public arena.  This Dutch reformed pastor 

and theologian also served as Prime Minister of The Netherlands and founded the Amsterdam Free 

University.  In his inaugural speech, Kuyper stated: “There is not one square inch in the whole domain 
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of human existence over which Christ who is sovereign does not cry out ‘Mine!”  Christ is sovereign not 

only in this sanctuary but also in our work place. 

 

Second: A Shout of Victory 

In John 19:30 we read, “When He (Jesus) had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” 

With that, He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.”  As you may recall, this is Jesus’ six Word on the 

cross.  It is a simple phrase but it is so profound.  Its implications are far reaching and enduring.  Jesus 

had been hanging on the cross for hours now, progressively losing the ability to breathe and speak.  He 

could not preach any more sermons or give any more parables.  He knows that His life will end in mere 

moments.  So He says “It is finished!”  What did Jesus mean?  

 

 It is a shout of victory.  “It is finished.”  As you can see, it is a three-word statement in English.  

But in the original language, in Greek, it is a single word.  The Greek word is “tetelestai”.   What does 

tetelestai mean?  This particular word has been called “the greatest word ever spoken on earth”.  

Although the word tetelestai is unfamiliar to us, it was used by various people in everyday life in those 

days.   

 

A servant would use it when reporting to his or her master, “I have completed the work assigned 

to me.”  When a priest examined an animal sacrifice and found it faultless, this word would apply.  An 

artist might have said tetelestai when he or she finished a painting in order to announce, “the picture is 

perfect.”  A judge might have said tetelestai when he conferred a sentence or when issuing a ruling that a 

sentence had been completed.  A merchant might have said tetelestai after stamping a bill “the debt has 

been paid in full.”  When He gave Himself on the cross, Jesus fully met the righteous demands of a holy 

law; He paid our debt in full.  Jesus’ own people, the Jews, probably never got to say this word in their 

spiritual life.  For them, the work of atonement was never, ever finished.  Sacrifices had to be offered all 

the time. 

 

“It is finished.”  All our sins are taken away, Jesus announces here.  All our guilt that should 

have been imputed to us but was imputed to Him was taken care of.  Our salvation is won.  Our sins are 

forgiven!  How do I know that?  How do I know that with certainty?  Because the Lord Jesus Christ 

announced it a very loud voice so that all could hear, and the beloved disciple could record it: “It is 

finished.”  Jesus did it all.  It is indeed a shout of victory and it is also a generous invitation from the 

Master.  Christ came to secure for us what we could never secure for ourselves.  He finished the work 

that God sent Him to do. 

 

 “It’s finished.”  “These words do not specify the end of Jesus’ life, but the completion of His 

task.  The job was finished.  The song had been sung.  The blood had been poured.  The sacrifice had 

been made.  The sting of death had been removed.  It was over.  It is finished!  Tetelestai … It is 

finished!  It stands finished, and it always will be finished!  The verb tense in Greek is perfect.  This 

means that “the purpose of His life has been completed, and the consequences of His work are 

enduring.” 

 

My friends, as I conclude, let us remember the sacredness of our work.  We are messengers of 

the gospel.  We are ambassadors for Christ.  Therefore, how we work will either help or hinder the 

gospel.  How we work will either make people praise God or blaspheme God.  How we work will make 

people speak good or bad about the gospel.  And as we gather around the Lord’s Table this morning, we 

are reminded of the One who has finished the work the Father has given Him to do ~ John 17:4.  May 

you and I fight the good fight, finish the race, and keep the faith.  In the Name of the Father, of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen!  


