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Sermon Notes (Sunday September 11th, 2016) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

  

Beyond our Doubts and Dreams! 

Isaiah 54:1-10; Ephesians 3:20-21 

 

A small congregation in the foothills of the Great Smoky Mountains built a new sanctuary on a 

piece of land willed to them by a church member.  Ten days before the new church was to open, the 

local building inspector informed the pastor that the parking lot was inadequate for the size of the 

building.  Until the church doubled the size of the parking lot, they would not be able to use the new 

sanctuary.  Unfortunately, the church with its undersized parking lot had used every inch of their land 

except for the mountain against which it had been built.  In order to build more parking spaces, they 

would have to move the mountain out of the back yard.  

 

Undaunted, the pastor announced the next Sunday morning that he would meet that evening 

with all members who had “mountain moving faith.”  They would hold a prayer session asking God to 

remove the mountain from the back yard and to somehow provide enough money to have it paved and 

painted before the scheduled opening dedication service the following week.  

 

At the appointed time, 24 of the congregation’s 300 members assembled for prayer.  They 

prayed for nearly three hours.  At ten o’clock the pastor said the final “Amen.”  “We’ll open next 

Sunday as scheduled,” he assured everyone.  “God has never let us down before, and I believe He will 

be faithful this time too.” 

 

The next morning, as the pastor was working in his study, there came a loud knock at the door.  

When he called, “Come in,” a rough looking construction foreman appeared, removing his hard hat as 

he entered.  “Excuse me, Reverend.  I’m from Acme Construction Company over in the next county.  

We’re building a huge new shopping mall over there and we need some fill dirt.  Would you be willing 

to sell us a chunk of that mountain behind the church?  We’ll pay you for the dirt we remove and pave 

all the exposed area free of charge, if we can have it right away.  We can’t do anything else until we 

get the dirt in and allow it to settle properly.”  The little church was dedicated the next Sunday as 

originally planned and there were far more members with “mountain moving faith” on opening Sunday 

than there had been the previous week! 

 

This morning we kick off a new church year and we just installed our Christian Education 

leaders.   Today I want to encourage this congregation and our Sunday School leaders to have that 

“mountain moving faith.”  In Ephesians 3:20-21, Paul says, “Now to Him who is able to do 

immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to 

Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen.”  

Commentators and scholars call these verses a “Doxology.”  Doxology” is not a Biblical word, but it 

describes a particular type of phrase or sentence that frequently occurs in the Bible.  The word 

doxology literally means a “word of glory” ~ (Greek doxa, “glory + “logos, “word”).  

 

First: The Mystery of our Prayers and God’s Sovereign Will 
You may ask yourself today, if God is not just able to do beyond what we ask, but abundantly 

beyond, why we do not get to see this more often?  If God is able to do far more abundantly beyond 
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what we ask, why do we have unanswered prayers?  If God’s power has no limit, why we do not get to 

see this power whenever and wherever we need? 

 

My friends, there are certain mysteries about the interaction between our prayers and the 

sovereign will of God that I cannot explain.  Let me give you some examples from the Scripture to 

explain my point.  When John the Baptist was imprisoned, I am sure that his disciples were praying 

fervently for his release.  It would have brought glory to God if John had been released to preach for 

many more years.  Yet, John lost his life.  Although God easily could have freed John (as He later 

freed Peter), it was not His will to do so.  Even the apostle Paul, who penned these great words, had 

many disappointments in his ministry.  Paul prayed for the conversion of the Jews (Rom. 9:1-5), and 

yet they largely rejected the gospel.  Three times Paul pleaded with the Lord to take away the thorn he 

is given in the flesh, but God answered this prayer in a different way in 2 Corinthians 12:9, “But He 

said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

 

Over the past 23 years of my ministry, I am painfully aware of many situations where God has 

not answered my prayers for Him to do far more than I could ask or think.  There have been lost 

people, broken Christian marriages, lukewarm Christians, and more that I’ve prayed for.  But in His 

sovereign will, the Lord didn’t answer some of those prayers.  Yet I want to motivate you to pray big 

prayers with faith in a mighty God, who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or 

think according to His sovereign will.  The will of God is more important than seeing things to go our 

way.  There is a mystery between our prayers and God’s sovereign will.  

 

Second: God’s Power Works Within Us and Through Us 

The second important principle we encounter in Ephesians 3:20-21 has to do with the 

manifestation of God’s power.  Listen one more time to this Scripture: “Now to Him who is able to do 

immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to 

Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen.”  

God’s power works within us and through us.  You may remember the story of the pastor who stood 

before the congregation and said, “I have bad news, I have good news, and I have more bad news.”  

The congregation got quiet.  “The bad news is: the church needs a new roof!” the pastor said.  The 

congregation groaned.   “The good news is: we have enough money for the new roof.”  A sigh of relief 

was heard rippling through the gathered group.  “The more bad new is: it’s still in your pockets”   

  

So, the invitation here is to pray boldly.  All too often our focus is on our problems and our 

challenges when it ought to be on God.  Let’s remember that His power is at work within us.  The 

reality of God’s people was so disappointing in Isaiah 54.  But Isaiah looks at God’s unlimited power 

in their midst and he finds hope.  He is able to hear the faintest cry.  He is able to guide us when we 

have lost our way. 

 

Friends, God wants us to pray.  God invites us to pray.  God waits for us to call upon Him.  He 

is able to hear us and to answer us.  If we do our part, God cannot fail to do His.  A woman once 

approached the famous preacher, Campbell Morgan, after he spoke and asked, “Do you think we 

should pray for even the little things in our lives, or just for the big things?”  In his dignified British 

manner he replied, “Madam, can you think of anything in your life that is big to God?”  The apostle 

Paul would have said, “Amen!”  This doxology challenges us, “In case you think that it is too much to 

ask God to fill His saints to all of His fullness, remember that He is able to do far more abundantly 

beyond all that we ask or think, according to His sovereign will.”  To Him be glory in the church and 

in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen.”    


