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Come, Everything is Ready! 

Isaiah 25:6-8; Luke 14:12-24 

 

Some events and invitations need to be considered very carefully because our response to 

these invitations will have far reaching and long-term consequences.  Our parable today in Luke 

chapter 14 fits into that category.  It is a parable of excuses, excuses that are lame but have far 

reaching consequences.   

 

Jesus tells the story of a man who gives a banquet and invites many people along.  Now, the 

custom of the day was actually a “double invitation”: firstly, an invitation was given well in 

advance of the meal, and then a follow-up, “come now” invitation at the time of the meal to those 

who had already accepted the first invitation.  When the second invitation was given, (“come now, 

everything is ready”) rather than dropping everything and heading immediately to the banquet, the 

guests began to make excuses.  As we look together at this passage, please allow me to make a 

couple important observations.  The first has to do with our lame excuses and the second has to do 

with God’s abundant mercy and grace. 

 

First: Lame Excuses 

The FIRST GUEST said he had just bought a field and needs to go and see it.  In the Middle 

East, no one buys a field without first seeing it.  A prospective buyer would firstly want to examine 

it thoroughly.  He would want to know about the condition of the soil. Were there wells on the land, 

stone, walls, trees and paths?  What’s the anticipated rainfall?  

 

All of this information would need to be gathered before thinking about buying.  You would 

not buy the land and then go and see it – you would go and see it, and then, after consideration put 

in your offer.  So the excuse is a poor one and this guest is stating in no uncertain terms that the 

field is more important than his relationship with the host.  In a community where interpersonal 

relationships are very important, this excuse would be seen to be deeply offensive.  

 

The SECOND GUEST said “I have just bought five yoke of oxen and I’m on my way to try 

them.  Please excuse me.”  Again, in the Middle East, oxen are sold in two ways.  One way is that 

the oxen are taken to the market place, which is generally located next to a field suitable for 

plowing.  Anyone wishing to buy the oxen may then drive them himself and examine the animals 

thoroughly to see if they work well as a team.  

 

The other way is to announce that a team of oxen is for sale, let’s say next Tuesday.  On 

Tuesday, the team of oxen would be working in a certain field.  Prospective buyers would then go 

to the field, watch, examine, and test them for themselves.  Only after a thorough examination and 

trial would the oxen be bought.  So again, this excuse, like the other one, is a poor one and just as 

insulting.  
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The THIRD GUEST said, “I have just got married so I can’t come!”  He doesn’t even bother 

saying “please excuse me”!  In the tightly knit community of the Middle East, a wedding calls for a 

celebration for the whole community – it is therefore highly unlikely that this big banquet and the 

guests’ wedding would have been scheduled for the same day as a number of people would be 

attending both.  The master has been insulted by all three.  The scary thing here for me is that the 

three guests priorities are not in themselves bad.  These were just normal things that good citizens 

engage in in the course of everyday life, but they come between us and God. 

 

Second: The Master’s Mercy and Grace 

The second observation has to do with the Master’s mercy and grace.  Those who are not 

worthy to come to the host’s table – the poor, lame, crippled, blind – are now invited.  He’s talking 

about you and me.  We are unworthy to eat at our Master’s table, but we have been invited and 

cleansed.  The more I think about the master’s invitation to those unworthy, I get so overwhelmed 

by God’s mercy and grace.  We are not just invited, but we are sought out and urged, compelled, to 

accept the invitation.   

 

In Isaiah 25:6-8, the Prophet Isaiah sees that day coming when the Messiah comes and says, 

“On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-

aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear … he will swallow 

up death forever.  Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of 

his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken.” 

 

My friends, as we come to the Lord’s Table this morning, may our lame excuses stop, so 

that we can partake of God’s feast.  God’s invitation is a free invitation.  Someone has already paid 

for your ticket. It is totally free for us.  We eat at the Master’s expense.  This is one of the most 

beautiful things about God’s gospel invitation, and yet it is one of the most difficult things for 

people to accept because it means that they cannot take any credit for themselves.  Any other way 

would bring glory to human beings.  God’s way brings all the glory to Him and His grace.  God’s 

invitation is also a very generous invitation.  “Come, for everything is ready now.”  Everything! 

 

The striking thing is that everyone who accepted the invitation could have come up with 

seemingly legitimate excuses for not coming.  The poor could say, “I don’t have anything decent to 

wear to such a feast.”  The crippled could say, “I can’t get anyone to carry me there.”  The blind 

could say, “I can’t see to find my way.”  The lame could say, “It hurts me too much to walk on my 

bad leg.”  Those along the highways and hedges, the street people, could say, “I haven’t had a bath 

in days and my clothes are dirty and ragged. I can’t come.”  But they all accepted the offer because 

they knew they were not worthy of the invitation. 

 

The Master didn’t run a background check on all these people before he invited them to the 

feast.  Their background didn’t matter.  He didn’t find out their nationality.  He didn’t ask about 

their religious background or whether they even had one.  He didn’t get a promise that they would 

behave and show proper manners at the dinner table.  The invitation was not based on anything in 

the recipients; it was based totally on the goodness and bounty of the host.  All that these people had 

to do was recognize their hunger, believe that the offer was true, and say, “Yes, I’ll come.”  When 

they came, they found that the feast was far better than they had ever expected or imagined.  So, 

let’s come, for everything is ready.  Let’s come and keep coming.  In the Name of the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 


