
 

 1 

First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood 

21 E. Church Street 

Blackwood, NJ 08012 

Sermon Notes (Sunday October 9
th

, 2016) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

“It’s time to Make Up Your Mind!” 

Joshua 24:14-15; Hebrews 11:23-28 

 

The Danish philosopher Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1855) tells a great story about a robbery.  

Some thieves break into a jewelry story in the evening and they are there for quite a while.  The 

next morning the break in is not discovered because the jewel thieves didn’t steal anything.  What’s 

up with that?  Well, what they did instead of stealing things was they rearranged the price tags.  So, 

the next morning the expensive jewelry was sold as junk and the junk jewelry was sold as the most 

expensive.  Kierkegaard’s point is obvious—we live in a world where people switch the price tags.  

Where the things that should be the most important are dismissed as junk and the most precious 

things are often overlooked in the shuffle.  What do we value? 

 

 I believe that’s exactly what Joshua is warning the Israelites against in Joshua 24.  On one 

and, these were exciting times for the people of Israel.  They had defeated their enemies and 

claimed the Promised Land.  Each of the tribes had received their inheritance and now they could 

settle down and enjoy life a little.  It was a time of hope, prosperity and blessings. 

 

On the other hand, it was also a very dangerous time for the people of God!  There was the 

danger that they would forget where they came from, how they had gotten to where they were, and 

what the Lord had done for them.  There was the danger that they would begin to adopt the 

idolatrous religion of the Canaanites who still lived around them.  There was the danger that they 

would fall into a state of complacency.  A state in which they might feel that they could let down 

their guard just a little.  These were dangerous times for Israel indeed!   

 

These are dangerous times for the church and the believers as well.  In the midst of this 

situation, Joshua stands up to deliver to the people a challenge from the Lord ~ “Choose this day 

whom you will serve.”  It’s time to make up your mind.  What Joshua is saying here is what Elijah 

said centuries later on Mount Carmel in 1 Kings 18:21, “Elijah then came near to all the people, and 

said, “How long will you go limping with two different opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; 

but if Baal, then follow him.” The people did not answer him a word.” 

 

My friends, it is time to decide who will have our worship, our love and our obedience: God 

Almighty, or all the things that want to capture our minds.  God did not want the nation of Israel to 

live for Him on the one hand and the gods of Canaan on the other.  He wants wholehearted 

dedication or nothing!  That is the clear message of Joshua 24.  Two short observations: 

 

First: A Call to Choose (Joshua 24:14-18) 

In Joshua 24:14-15 we read, “Now, therefore, fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and 

truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 

the Lord.  And if it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves today 

whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or 

the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve 
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the Lord.” 

 

What Joshua wanted to make clear was that there was no room for compromise or divided 

loyalties!  The Israelites could serve the Lord or they could choose to serve the false gods of 

Mesopotamia or Canaan; but they couldn’t do both!  It seems the people took offense by Joshua’s 

call to make up their mind.  In Joshua 24:16-18 we read, “And the people answered and said, Far be 

it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods … We also will serve the Lord, for 

He is our God.” 

 

The irony of this story is that the Israelites did not think of themselves as having forsaken 

the Lord and they seemed distressed by the suggestion that they should be challenged to choose 

between the Lord and the idols.  In verses 19-20, Joshua pressed them further to acknowledge the 

inner weaknesses that were already in evidence among the people and their consequences: “Then 

Joshua said to the people, “You will not be able to serve the Lord, for He is a holy God.  He is a 

jealous God; He will not forgive your transgression or your sins.  If you forsake the Lord and serve 

foreign gods, then He will turn and do you harm and consume you after He has done good to you.” 

 

Again the people responded with resistance.  In Joshua 24:21, the people said to Joshua, 

“No, but we will serve the Lord.”  Clearly the people did not want to be considered unfaithful to the 

Lord; yet Joshua’s final words tell us the real condition of Israel’s loyalty: “Now therefore, put 

away the foreign gods which are in your midst, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of 

Israel,” says Joshua 24:23.  Joshua’s message had come from a God who could see in their tents the 

various idols that they were already keeping in their possession; but in addition He could see into 

their hearts and know that they were “inclined” in another direction.  Thus they needed the call not 

only to choose, but ..... 

 

Second: A Call to Continuing Commitment (Joshua 24:25-28) 

Joshua urges the Israelites to declare their choice by making anew their covenant with God 

to serve Him only.  So the twelve tribes renewed the covenant with Yahweh at Shechem and Joshua 

made a memorial of rocks.  In Joshua 24:24-26 we read, “And Joshua wrote these words in the book 

of the law of God; and he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak that was by the 

sanctuary of the Lord.  And Joshua said to all the people, “Behold, this stone shall be for a witness 

against us, for it has heard all the words of the Lord which He spoke to us; thus it shall be for a 

witness against you, lest you deny your God.”  This call by Joshua was a defining moment in the 

history of Israel.  In every generation, the Joshua’s call is needed; and if Joshua were here today he 

might challenge us to make a similar choice!  

 

Friends, Joshua’s speech in chapter 24 seems to imply that you and I will worship and serve 

something or someone.  We are reminded today to serve the One true God.  We are called to a life 

of continuing commitment lest we get the price tags switched.  Moses is another great example that 

comes from our New Testament lesson this morning and it challenges our compromise and shallow 

commitment.  In Hebrews 11:24-26 we read, “By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be 

called a son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the people of God 

than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.  He considered abuse suffered for the Christ to be greater 

wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to the reward.”  In the Name of the 

Father, the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 

 


