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“My Grace Is Sufficient for You!” 

Isaiah 40:27-31; 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

 

“What makes Christianity different from all the other religions of the world?”  Years ago 

that very question was discussed at a conference.  Some of the participants argued that Christianity 

is unique in teaching that God became man.  But someone objected, saying that other religions 

teach similar doctrines.  What about the resurrection?  No, it was argued, other faiths believe that 

the dead rise again.  The discussion grew heated. 

 

The great British Philosopher, lay-theologian, and Christian apologist C. S. Lewis (1898-

1963), came in late, sat down, and asked, “What’s the rumpus about?”  When he learned that it 

was a debate about the uniqueness of Christianity, he immediately commented, “Oh, that’s easy.  

It’s grace.”  Grace is at the foundation of Christianity.  By grace the lost are found.  By grace 

God’s children stand in confidence.  This morning, I want to remind you of the sufficiency of 

God’s grace in every part of your life.  The apostle Paul experienced the fullness of God’s grace as 

he faced the harsh reality of life.  Two things I want to highlight from 2 Corinthians 12:1-10: 

 

First: The Thorn in the Flesh or the Weakness 

In the first few verses of 2 Corinthians 12, Paul reveals a vision he had fourteen years 

earlier.  God honored Paul by allowing him to see the unseen and hear the unheard.  After having 

that most amazing experience of visiting the third heaven, Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 12:7-8, 

“Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of 

Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated.  Three times I appealed to the Lord about 

this, that it would leave me.” 

 

We’re not exactly sure what that “thorn in the flesh” was, but we do know it was more than 

a cold or flu.  It was some painful, physical condition that kept on tormenting him.  It tormented 

Paul so much that it hindered his ministry and everyone knew it.  It tormented him so much that he 

pleaded to the Lord three times to remove it.  You would expect a loving and gracious God to take 

away such a “thorn in the flesh.”  You would expect a loving and gracious God to answer the 

prayers of his loved one with a simple, “Yes!”  The Lord, however, answers in a way no one 

expects.  “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  The answer 

is “No,” but my grace is sufficient for you!  It’s more than enough now, and it will always be more 

than enough for you.  My power is being completed in your weakness.  How overwhelming that 

promise was to Paul!  How overwhelming that promise is to you and to me today!  

 

When a loved one is stricken with a life-threatening disease and it seems there’s nothing 

you can do, Jesus looks you in the eye and says, “My grace is sufficient for you.”  When you 

suffer the loss of your home or income or even a loved one, Jesus puts His arm around you and 

says, “My grace is sufficient for you.”  When the bills pile up at home or the financial picture 

becomes uncertain, Jesus looks at you and says, “My grace is sufficient for you.”  When 
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temptation seeks to overthrow you or guilt threatens to crush you, Jesus says, “My grace is 

sufficient for you.”  When you’re physically, mentally or spiritually burned out, when you’re 

uncertain and worried about your future or the future of your family, Jesus looks at you with his 

endless love for you and says, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness.”  Such weakness only magnifies how awesome God’s gracious power really is.  

 

Second: The all-Sufficiency of God’s Grace or the Strength 

“Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, 

“My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness,” says Paul in 2 

Corinthians 12:8-9.  I want to briefly examine this promise.  First, I want to draw your attention to 

the “word order” in Greek, the original language.  The promise sounds more like this: “Sufficient 

it is for you, my grace.”  In other words, the Scripture actually places the word “sufficient” at the 

very beginning of the sentence.  English doesn’t really have a way of doing this, but in Greek, this 

is a method for placing heavy emphasis on an idea.  In this case, the emphasis here is on the 

absolute, complete, utter sufficiency of the grace of God for Paul in the midst of his weakness.  

God here assures Paul that there is nothing he lacks in his weakness because he possesses the fully 

sufficient power of God’s grace through this trial.   

 

The second thing I would like to draw your attention to in this promise is the grammar—

specifically the verb tenses—of v. 9 is striking.  The phrase “But He said to me” is in the perfect 

tense, which is a tense describing something that happened in the past that carries with it ongoing 

significance.  Likewise, the phrases “My grace is sufficient” and “my power is being made 

perfect” are written in the present tense, conveying the idea that these statements are ongoing in 

their significance.  Taken together, the way this sentence is written means that what Jesus said in 

the past has ongoing significance into the present—which means that Jesus’ power continues to be 

sufficient and to be made perfect in Paul’s life as well as ours.  

 

Friends, our world boasts of its strengths and diminishes its weakness.  Paul, however, 

boasted of his weaknesses and diminished his strengths.  In 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 Paul says, “So, I 

will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me … 

for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.”  “Those who wait for the Lord,” says Isaiah 40:31, 

“shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be 

weary, they shall walk and not faint.”  The central symbol of Christian faith is a cross—a symbol 

of weakness and defeat.  But God turns the cross into a symbol of strength and victory. 

 

Friends, the Lord’s promise has not changed in the last 2000 years.  That promise of 

sufficient grace has proven itself generation after generation, since Paul’s day.  Let me conclude 

with a story that sums up everything.  A small boy was trying to lift a stone much too heavy for 

him.  His father walked by and, seeing his struggles, said, “Are you using all your strength?”  The 

boy said that indeed he was.  But the father replied, “No, son, you aren’t, for you haven't asked me 

to help.”  A part of that boy’s strength was the strength of a loving father.  Because of that loving 

relationship between father and son, all the father’s strength was freely available to the boy.  

Friends, it is the same way with God and us.  “My grace is sufficient for you; my power is made 

perfect in weakness.”  Whatever the needs of our lives, God is always there for us.  Whatever the 

task before us, we have His sufficient grace.  In the Name of the Father, the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  Amen! 


