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“You’ve Missed It All, Nazareth!” 

1 Kings 17:8-16; Luke 4:16-30 

 

The story is told of a man who had a great opportunity that he unfortunately missed.  One day 

his friend took him for a ride way out in the country.  They drove off the main road and drove 

through groves of trees to a large uninhabited expanse of land.  A few horses were grazing and a 

couple of old shacks remained.  The friend, Walter, was his name, stopped the car, got out, and 

started to describe with great vividness the wonderful things he was going to build.  He wanted his 

friend Arthur to buy some of the land surrounding his project to get in on the ground floor.  

 

But Arthur thought to himself, “Who in the world is going to drive twenty-five miles for this 

crazy project?”  The logistics of the venture are staggering.  And so Walter explained to his friend 

Arthur, “I can handle the main project myself.  But it will take all my money.  But the land bordering 

it, where we’re standing now, will in just a couple of years be jammed with hotels and restaurants and 

convention halls to accommodate the people who will come to spend their entire vacation here at my 

park.”  He continued, “I want you to have the first chance at this surrounding acreage, because in the 

next five years it will increase in value several hundred times.” 

 

“What could I say?  I knew he was wrong,” Arthur tells the story today.  “I mumbled something 

about a tight-money situation and promised that I would look into the whole thing a little later on.”  

“Later on will be too late,” Walter cautioned Arthur as they walked back to the car.  “You’d better 

move on it right now.”  Art Linkletter turned down the opportunity to buy up all the land that 

surrounded what was to become Disneyland.  His friend Walt Disney tried to talk him into it.  But Art 

thought he was crazy. 

 

What a tragedy it is when God visits His people and many of them miss His visitation!  What a 

tragedy it is when Christ calls us to fully invest our lives in His Kingdom and we keep pushing it to 

“later on.”  Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown, missed it all more than two thousand years ago.  Are we 

missing our opportunity too?  Today we kick off our Stewardship Season and I want to look with you 

at Luke 4:16-30.  I believe this Scripture passage challenges our lives in at least two ways: 

 

First: Are We Excited about Jesus? 

As you can tell, it was early in Jesus’ public ministry.  He is back to Galilee and He preaches 

at his very own town.  This sermon leads the people to a conflict.  On one hand, the people are 

amazed at his gracious words, but on the other hand, they are troubled by what He said.  Jesus reads 

Isaiah 61 and He now places upon Himself the Isaiah 61 Scripture, declaring Himself to be the 

prophesied servant that Isaiah spoke about.   

 

The people are thinking, “Wait a minute!  We know who you are.  You can’t be the one!  

They know His parents and they watched Jesus grow up.  You are not messianic material!”  Mark’s 

account in Mark 6:3 records the words of the people.  “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and 

brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon?  And are not his sisters here with us?”  Essentially, 
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“You cannot be the one!  Your family is right here!”  Jesus preached an excellent sermon, but they 

did not accept the point Jesus made.  They did not get excited about the hometown preacher.  They 

did not believe Him therefore Jesus could not do any miracles in Nazareth such as the ones done in 

other places.  This leads Jesus to respond sharply to the synagogue. 

 

Second: God’s Love Extends Beyond All Boundaries 

Jesus indicated that the folk of Nazareth missed out on a blessing through their lack of faith but 

that others would benefit – just like the Gentile widow of Zarephath benefited from Elijah's company 

in time of famine and Naaman, the Army Commander of the king of Aram (Syria) profited from 

Elisha's miraculous powers.  So, although the Jews rejected the Messiah the Gentiles would believe 

and receive eternal life through faith in Jesus. 

 

Listen to how Jesus responded to these objections in the synagogue at Nazareth in Luke 4:24-

27, “And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown.  But the truth 

is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years 

and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them 

except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.  There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the 

prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 

 

Today what used to be “Christian nations or regions”, including our own country, have 

largely rejected Jesus Christ but that doesn’t mean the Spirit has stopped working or Christianity has 

stopped spreading.  The Spirit is bringing life, light and liberty to millions in Asia, Africa South 

America, and so many other places around the world – as they receive Christ and enter His kingdom. 

 

“He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him,” says John 1:11.  The 

subject of Jesus’ sermon was God’s love and grace that go beyond all boundaries.  The people of 

Nazareth didn’t like it.  They didn’t think it was fair.  They though they are the ones who deserve 

God’s blessings not those Gentiles.  The people of Nazareth were neither the first nor the last to have 

difficulties with God’s grace. 

 

Friends, the people of Nazareth missed it.  They missed the point.  They missed the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  They missed the great thing God was doing right in their midst.  Jesus, one of 

their own, was doing amazing things, but they missed it.  Think about it this way: out of all the towns 

the world had ever known, God chose Nazareth to raise and nurture the single most important person 

ever to be born: not an insignificant plaque to put on one of our pews!  What a distinction; what an 

honor; what a status; what grace, right in their own town and their own house of worship.  

 

Friends, the scene gets played over and over again, in churches across the globe throughout 

the year.  Of course, Nazareth was the biggest miss in history.  Today, the invitation of Christ is to let 

the message of God’s grace define us.  He is in our midst today.  Don’t miss Him!  I hope you get 

excited about Him as I am.  I hope you believe that His love and grace go beyond all boundaries.  I 

hope we as a congregation today take His invitation to heart.  And as we kick off our Stewardship 

Season this year, I hope you invest more of your life, money, and talent in God’s Kingdom.  God will 

continue transforming the world with or without us, but it is better for us to partner with Him.  Let’s 

not be like the people of Nazareth during Jesus time.  May we have the faith of the widow at 

Zarephath and Naaman the Syrian.  In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 

 


