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Doxological Living! 

John 33:27-33; Acts 16:19-26 

 

One day the famous British preacher Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892) was walking through 

the English countryside with a friend.  As they strolled along, Spurgeon noticed a barn with a 

weather vane on its roof.  At the top of the vane were the words, “God is Love.”  Spurgeon 

remarked to his friend that he thought this was a rather inappropriate place for such a message.  

“Weather vanes are changeable,” he said, “but God’s love is constant.”  “I do not agree with you 

about those words, Charles,” replied his friend.  “I think you misunderstood the meaning.  That sign 

is indicating a great truth.  Regardless of which way the wind blows, God is love.”  God’s love is 

constant.  That’s what the Bible often calls “the steadfast love of God.”  This is the immovable, 

unchanging faithfulness of God!  

 

This is a very special time of the year!  Thanksgiving is a few days away.  Last Sunday, 

most of us brought our “Stewardship Pledge Cards” to support the ministry and mission of this 

congregation in 2017; a simple way to acknowledge that all we have is indeed a gift from the Lord; 

a simple way to say that we do care about God’s Kingdom on earth.  I encourage you to do so if you 

did not get the chance to do that last Sunday or if you’ve never tithed.  Giving, as I said last week, is 

a response to God’s abundant grace so richly and freely given to us in the person of Jesus Christ.   

 

As we invest more and more of our lives in God’s Kingdom, we start living “doxologically.”  

Meaning, glorifying God becomes our goal; God’s glory becomes the compass of our life.  My 

friends, we are called to glorify God through our living, through our giving, and through our 

service.  Our Reformed worship liturgy reflects that.  Every Sunday we sing the “Doxology.  After 

we offer our tithes and offerings, the ushers would come forward, and we all stand and sing, “Praise 

God from whom all blessings flow, praise God all creatures here below, …”.  The word, doxology” 

comes from Latin.  It means, “words of praise, honor, and glory to God.”  Do you know why?  

Because the main reason of our existence as the body of Christ is to glorify God.   

 

Some of us had been taught the Westminster Shorter Catechism when we were little.  The 

very first question reads: “What is the chief end of man?”  Why are we here?  The Catechism’s 

answer is simple yet challenging, “Our chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.”  In other 

words, our purpose is “doxology.”  Two observations as we think about “living doxologically”: 

 

First: Living Doxologically is an Action not a Reaction 

Living doxologically is always an action in itself not a reaction.  It is a decision we 

intentionally make.  It’s not merely a response to good times and happy days.  Friends, it is easy to 

give thanks and glory to God when the sun is shining, our children are making good grades in 

school, health is good, and we have received a promotion at work.  But when the storm clouds 

gather, the grades start to slip, health starts to fail, and the pink slips are read, the last thing we feel 

like doing is praising God and giving Him glory.  Yet, this is the very time we need to lift our 

voices to God in praise. 
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Some of the best thanksgiving Scriptures were not written in times of peace and prosperity, 

but in times of suffering and tragedy.  We live a doxological life not because of a good harvest, a 

healthy family, a growing investment portfolio, a world at peace, but because we have confidence in 

God’s providence, God’s reliability, and God’s trustworthiness.  We live doxologically because, 

“His faithfulness endures forever.” 

 

The apostle Paul was a great example of this doxological living.  If you know anything 

about Paul’s life, you realize how hard it was, yet he lived a very doxological life.  One example is 

Acts 16:25.  Clearly, Paul and Silas were right in the middle of a storm.  They had been falsely 

accused of disturbing the peace of the city of Philippi, attacked by a mob, beaten with rods, and 

finally, they were bound and thrown into jail.  What did they do?  Acts 16:25 says, “About midnight 

Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God and the other prisoners were listening to 

them.”  In 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, Paul reminds us to, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

 

Second: Living Doxologically is an Affirmation of our Trust in God 

When we praise God and live doxologically, we simply proclaim our faith and trust in Him.  

Jesus gives us a great example of trusting His Heavenly Father in the most difficult time of His life.  

The cross was before Him, yet, the gospel writers give witness that Jesus, “gave thanks to God.”  In 

just a short time, He would be nailed to the Cross and separated from His Father.  Knowing such 

suffering was about to take place, yet Jesus stood before those whom He loved, He praised God by 

giving thanks.   

 

“Why, my soul, are you downcast?” says Psalm 42:5,  “Why so disturbed within me?  Put 

your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.”  Nothing has changed, but the 

Psalmist affirms his trust in God.  Again, in Psalm 71:14-15, the psalmist writes, “As for me, I will 

always have hope.  I will praise you more and more.  My mouth will tell of your righteousness, of 

your salvation all day long, though I know not how to relate them all.”    

 

My friends, if we continually keep in view the truth that nothing happens to us that does not 

first passes through Christ’s nail-scarred hands, we can sail over every rough sea and withstand 

every storm wind that blows into our lives.  And through it all, we are more than conquerors; we 

live doxologically witnessing to a watching world just how awesome our God really is.  This is the 

gospel.  This is an assuring grace for our race.  Remember, circumstances don’t make people; they 

just reveal them.   

 

As we learn how to live doxologically, Canadian preacher and theologian Albert B. Simpson 

(1843-1919) reminds us to, “Lift up the hands that hang down.  March straight through the flood, 

and lo, the waters will divide, the Red Sea will open, the Jordan will part, and the Lord will lead 

you through the victory.”  My friends, God calls us to live doxologically.  Let your life be an every 

day “doxology.”  In other words, as the apostle Paul urges us in Colossians 3:17, “Whatever you do, 

in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God through Him.”  

“He signs before people and says, “I have perverted what is right, but I did not get what I deserved” 

Job 33:27.  To Him, who has poured out on us as John says, “grace upon grace”, to Him, be glory, 

both now and forevermore.  Amen! 


