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Joy to the World! 

Psalm 98; 1 Peter 1:1-9 

If you were to ask anyone on the street today what is the most joyful time of the year?  Without 

any hesitation, it would be unanimous that Christmas is indeed the most joyful time of the year.  Several 

of our favorite carols and hymns capture the essence of Christmas, which is JOY.  Just to name a few: 

“Joy to the world, the Lord is come,” “O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,” “Shepherds, why 

this jubilee, why your joyous strains prolong?”  “Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and 

voice,” “Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies, with the angelic host proclaim, ‘Christ is 

born in Bethlehem.’”   In Luke 2:10-11 the angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds and said, “Do 

not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of 

David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.’”   

 

I wonder how many of us feel joyful this morning?  Where did all the Christmas joy go? How 

did things get so complicated?  So rushed?  So squeezed and cluttered?  My friends, it doesn’t have to be 

that way.  We can choose to step aside, step into a quieter moment, and listen to the angels’ message that 

came on that night and changed the whole world.  Today we continue our Advent Series focusing on the 

four traditional themes the Church has always celebrated during Advent, namely, Hope, Peace, Love, 

and Joy.  We have already covered the first two topics, the hope and peace of Advent.  Please allow me 

this morning to briefly address the topic of joy. 

 

The Message of Christmas is not a Delusional Message 

The question I am asking us this morning is: Where did all the Christmas joy go?  It’s not always 

easy to feel joyful.  Does that mean the Christmas message is delusional?  You and I know that the 

message of Christmas is NOT a delusional message.  We are not pretending that we live in a perfect 

world, a world that is not struggling under a curse and sin.  Yet, we can be joyful.   

 

The apostle Peter writes to the persecuted and discriminated against first century believers and he 

says in 1 Peter 1:6, 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various 

trials.”  Joy in the midst of trials.  What are the secrets of such joy?  “In this” ~ in our new birth, in our 

undefiled, unfading inheritance, and in our eternal security ~ we rejoice.  I am joyful today not because 

everything in my life is going just the right way.  I am joyful today not because everything is exactly the 

way I want it to be.  Let me tell you why you and I should be joyful this morning. 

 

First: Emmanuel ~ God is with Us 

Our hearts should be overflowing with joy today because, as Isaiah 9:6 says, “for to us a child is 

born, to us a son is given.”  This Son is Jesus ~ Emmanuel, God is with us.  I am joyful today because I 

am not alone and I will never walk this journey we call life by myself because my Lord and Savior 

walks with me.  The hymn In the Garden captures that thought: “And He walks with me and He talks 

with me and He tells me I am His own.  And the joy we share as we tarry there none other has ever 

known.”  

 

Friends, as someone said, “we don’t know what our future holds, but we do know who holds our 

future.”  So many things and people might desert us in times of need, but Emmanuel won’t.  We can be 
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joyful today because we are confident of God’s love and God’s sovereignty.  We can be joyful today 

because we are confident of God’s presence and God’s faithfulness.  In Psalm 23:6, King David reminds 

us, “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of 

the Lord forever.”  Friends, Christ’s joy is not determined by circumstances.  It is the presence of the 

Lord that makes the whole difference. 

 

Second: We Are a Forgiven People 

We should be joyful today because we’ve been forgiven.   In the gospel of Luke 2:11 we are 

given great news: “Today in the town of David, in Bethlehem, a Savior was born to us; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord.”  In Matthew 1:21 the angel appeared to Joseph and said to him, “you are to give him 

the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  We rejoice today because our Savior is 

born.  Psalm 32:1 says, “Blessed (the Greek word μακάριος “makarios” means extremely happy) is the 

one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.”  We are joyful today because we’ve 

been forgiven.  

 

Third: We are Here for a Reason 

In John 20:21 Jesus said, “Peace be with you!  As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  

We should be joyful today because we know we are around for a reason.  We are on earth in a mission.  

Once the mission is accomplished, we will be with our Lord and Savior signing praises to the Lamb with 

the redeemed of all ages in heaven: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth 

and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise” Revelation 5:12.  When the time of our 

service is completed, we will return home.   

 

Friends, nothing will hinder us from accomplishing God’s purposes in and through us.  Nothing 

~ no trouble, no hardship, no persecution, no famine, no nakedness, no danger, no sword will separate us 

from the Love of God.  “We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us” as Paul says in 

Romans 8:37.  Then once the journey has come to an end, we will be greeted by the Lord Himself, 

“Well done, good and faithful servant!  You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in 

charge of many things.  Enter into the joy of your master” Matthew 25:21. 

 

Christmas is about declaring, “Joy to the world, the Lord has come.”  God’s desire is that His 

people would be overflowing with joy.  In John 15:11 Jesus said, “I have told you this so that my joy 

may be in you and that your joy may be complete.”  Jesus wants us to have real joy; joy that is true, 

lasting, and unshakable joy.  It is that kind of joy that transforms the sob of the soul into a new song.  It 

is found only in Jesus. 

 

My friends, joy is a choice.  Happiness is based on our circumstances; joy is a choice we make 

regardless of our circumstances.  The word happiness comes from the same root as the word 

'happening,’ meaning happiness is based on something happening to us.  Happiness is circumstantial.  

Joy, on the other hand, is something which defies circumstances and occurs in spite of difficult 

situations.  Whereas happiness is a feeling, joy is an attitude – a posture. 

 

As a third-century man was anticipating death, he penned these last words to a friend: “It's a bad 

world, an incredibly bad world.  But I have discovered in the midst of it a quiet and holy people who 

have learned a great secret.  They have found a joy which is a thousand times better than any pleasure of 

our sinful life.  They are despised and persecuted, but they care not.  They are masters of their souls.  

They have overcome the world. These people are the Christians--and I am one of them.”  In the Name of 

the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 

 


