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The Simplicity Of Christmas! 

Luke 2:8-20 

 

A man was bothered with continual ringing in his ears, bulging eyes, and a flushed face.  Over a 

period of three years, he went to doctor after doctor.  One took out his tonsils, one removed his appendix, 

another pulled out all his teeth.  Nothing seemed to help.  He still had ringing in his ears, bulging eyes, 

and a flushed face. 

 

Finally a doctor told him that there was no hope; he only had six months to live.  The poor fellow 

quit his job and decided to live it up in the short time he had left.  He went to his tailor and ordered 

several suits and shirts.  The tailor measured his neck and wrote down the size: 16.  The man corrected 

him: 15.  The tailor measured again: 16.  But the man insisted that he had always worn a size 15 collar on 

his shirts.  “Well, all right,” said the tailor, “but don’t come back here complaining to me if you have 

ringing in your ears, bulging eyes, and a flushed face!”  

 

Sometimes the solutions to life’s problems are more simple than we think.  Our world has 

incredibly complex problems: wars, terrorism, and famines.  People have complex problems: physical, 

emotional, financial, and family problems.  Sometimes we despair as we try to help others or as we try to 

deal with our own problems.  

 

Tonight I want to tell you that God provides a simple solution for all of the complicated problems 

you and I face in this world.  It is the simple solution of the SAVIOR, whose birth we celebrate tonight.  

Some would scoff and call it a simplistic solution ~ one that really doesn’t work.  Others would say that 

it’s a nice legend, harmless enough; but they would never consider it as a serious solution to any 

significant problems they may face. 

 

Over 2,000 years ago, God looked to our world and saw what we needed the most.  We did not 

need more wealth, technology, or education.  He looked at our world and saw what we needed the most is 

a Savior.  God knows that the basic problem with the world is sin.  Any solutions that leave out dealing 

with the sin problem are the simplistic solutions.  We live in a broken world because of sin.  We 

experience brokenness in our relationships because of sin.  The only solution that offers true hope and 

help is that which takes into account the sinful hearts; that which deals with the origin of all brokenness. 

 

As I pointed out in the story of our friend with the continual ringing in his ears, bulging eyes, and 

a flushed face, the solution is simple; simple to the extent that many today wouldn’t even consider it.  

This is the simplicity of Christmas.  The story of the shepherds in Luke chapter 2 talks about the 

simplicity of Christmas.   Two things that strike me about this well-known story:  

 

First: The Christmas Message is Really for Simple Hearts 

Have you ever considered why Luke 2:8 does not read “Now there were in the same region 

Scribes and Pharisees, keeping watch over their scrolls and religious rituals”?  Nor does it say, “There 

were in the same region kings and princes keeping watch at the palace.”  God chose to reveal the birth of 

the Savior to simple shepherds who were going about their job.  
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Why shepherds?  Shepherding was a lowly task.  Shepherds had not been schooled in the Law of 

Moses and thus were considered ignorant.  Their work made them ceremonially unclean.  Shepherds were 

not trustworthy enough to be used as witnesses.  So why did God choose shepherds as the first ones to 

receive the angels’ revelation concerning the Messiah’s birth?  In the first place, God chose shepherds to 

show that the gospel is for the simple, not for the sophisticated.   

 

If it were any other way, people could boast before God.  If the gospel were some complicated 

philosophy that required a high I.Q. and years of study to grasp, then those who had attained it could 

congratulate themselves on how much more intelligent they were than the rest of the population.  Those 

who were illiterate or not as intellectually gifted as others could never hope to qualify for salvation.  But 

the beauty of the good news of Jesus Christ is that it was first announced to lowly shepherds.  In 1 

Corinthians 1:26-31, Paul warns us that we could miss the gospel because it is so simple. 

 

Second: The Christmas Message is a Very Simple One in its Content 

The Christmas message is for simple people.  The Christmas message is also simple in its content.  

How simple and yet how sublime is God’s means of salvation!  Who would have thought that Messiah 

would be born as a baby, and in such humble circumstances, at that!  I would have thought that God 

would send His Savior as a full-grown man, a mighty warrior riding on a white stallion.  Or if He were to 

be born as a baby, I would have looked in the palace, expecting to see the infant wrapped in fine purple, 

lying in an ivory and gold cradle, attended by servants. 

 

Many would have stumbled over the angel’s directions in Luke 2:12 “You will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths, and lying in a manger.”  Well, it smelled like any barn.  Contrary to many artists’ 

conceptions, there was no halo over the baby’s head.  Contrary to the children’s Christmas carol, the baby 

did cry.  There were no photographers from the Jerusalem Post; no TV news crews; no dignitaries from 

the Temple.  It was just a plainly dressed carpenter and his young wife from the hick town of Nazareth.  It 

wasn’t quite the way you would expect God to launch His Messiah into this world! 

 

Nothing could be more simple and yet more inscrutably profound! God brings salvation to 

Adam’s fallen race by taking human flesh on Himself, yet without sin.  Then, as our sinless substitute, He 

bore our sin to satisfy the righteous justice of God, so that God may be both “just and the justifier of the 

one who has faith in Jesus” (Rom. 3:26).  How simple!  God is the covenant maker and at the same time 

He is the covenant keeper.  Children can understand the simplicity of the gospel, and yet learned 

theologians cannot fathom its depths!  

 

How should we respond?  Just like the shepherds responded.  They believed the word of God 

through the angel, as shown by their leaving their flocks and going to Bethlehem.  They told others what 

they had seen.  And they went back to their sheep, glorifying and praising God.   

 

True belief always results in obedient response.  The shepherds heard the angel; they left their 

flocks; and went straight to Bethlehem to see that which the Lord had made known to them.  Their lives 

were never the same after that night.  When God reveals Christ to us, we must take Him at His word.  The 

angels praised God for the glory they had seen in heaven ~ glory to God in the highest.  You and I should 

praise God today for the glory that has reached to the lowest ~ glory to God in the lowest.  The glory of 

Jesus isn’t just reaching to highest places.  It’s reaching to the lowest as well.  Christ is born!  All praise 

to a very generous God!  Merry Christmas everyone!  

 
 


