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The Great Mystery of Godliness! 

1 Timothy 3:16 

 

There are so many things in life that fill us with wonder and amazement.  The world that 

God created is full of profound mysteries, but the greatest mystery of all ages is actually recorded 

to us in 1 Timothy 3:16.  It is the great Mystery of the Incarnation.  That’s to say the Almighty 

God has taken a human form, lived among us, and has given His life as a ransom for many.  To 

quote the Early Church Father, Athanasius the Great (296-373 A.D.), Bishop of Alexandria, 

Egypt, as he contemplated the great Mystery of the Incarnation, “He (Jesus) became what we are 

so that He might make us what He is.” 

 

One of the profoundest statements of this mystery is found in 1 Timothy 3:16, “Without 

any doubt, the mystery of our religion is great: He was revealed in flesh, vindicated in spirit, seen 

by angels, proclaimed among Gentiles, believed in throughout the world, taken up in glory.” 

 

“Without any doubt, the mystery of our religion is great: He was revealed in flesh.”  

Although we don’t fully understand it, we fully believe and accept this profound truth.  Friends, 

Jesus was more than a baby in the manger.  He was God robed in flesh.  No other could make the 

necessary sacrifice that was required, so He came Himself.  As He walked this earth He was fully 

God and fully man in one visible being.  He is “The radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of His being” to use the language of Hebrews 1:3.  This morning I would like to 

briefly define the word “mystery” and then share one quick thought about the Mystery of the 

Incarnation and what is great about it. 

 

What is the Mystery? 

“Without any doubt,” says 1 Timothy 3:16 “the mystery of our religion is great.”  The 

word “mystery” comes from the Greek word “musterion.”  The word “mystery” may sound like a 

strange word to find in the Bible, yet it’s used numerous times in the New Testament and almost 

always in regards to Christ and His Church.   It refers to a truth that was once hidden and now 

revealed.  In our passage this morning, it has to do with the unfolding of God’s plan of salvation.  

 

“A mystery” is something that human reason could not ferret out.  Left to our own devices, 

we won’t be able to discover it.  Our own scholarship, learning, or research, will not enable us to 

figure it out.  It has to be revealed!  A mystery is a great truth, a great thing that is known to God 

and would have remained forever secret until God reveals it to His people.  “Without any doubt,” 

says the Apostle Paul in 1 Timothy 3:16, “the mystery of our religion is great: He was revealed in 

flesh.”   

 

He Has Revealed in Flesh 

This great truth of God coming to be with humanity was something that God held secret 

until the time when He chose to reveal it.  God kept this mystery a secret down through the 
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centuries until in His perfect timing He has chosen to reveal Himself. 

 

Who could’ve imagined even in their wildest dreams that the Almighty God had taken a 

form of a human being and came to live with us?  We have to know that in the Old Testament God 

visited His people occasionally, but never dwelt among them.  Under the New Covenant, He did.  

Who could’ve imagined that under the New Covenant, God is both the Covenant Maker and the 

Covenant Keeper.  The humiliation and exaltation of God incarnate is beyond the limits of the 

abilities of our comprehension.  The mystery of incarnation is a truth that is far exceeding our 

understanding.   

 

As you may know, there are some groups today such as the Jehovah’s Witnesses that deny 

the Divinity, the Deity of Christ.  They teach that Jesus was not God incarnate.  However, the 

Scripture’s statement here in 1 Timothy 3:16 is crystal clear: “He was reveled in flesh.”  If this 

was the only passage in the entire New Testament to prove the deity of Jesus, it would be enough.  

But it is not the only passage.  It is just one among many.  The gospel is a mystery, but a mystery 

revealed clearly in the New Testament.  Great indeed is the strategy of the divine plan of salvation.   

 

What is So Great about the Mystery of the Incarnation?  

So, what is so great about the divine plan of salvation?  The Mystery of the Incarnation is 

so simple yet it is so profound.  As we say, it is too good to be true.  Because it is so simple, those 

who humble themselves before the Lord will grasp what God reveals to them.  In Matthew 11:25-

26 Jesus prayed, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 

things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.  Yes, Father, for this is what 

you pleased to do.” 

 

Because it is so profound, a lot of those who think themselves to be wise and learned in our 

world today struggle and wrestle with the whole story of the Almighty God taking the form of a 

human being to restore us back to Him.  They cannot wrap their heads around this great truth.  It is 

simple because you need to approach the whole Christmas story with a heart of a child.  It is 

profound because it requires faith from our part.  We do not have to invent the wheel.  We just 

need to believe and trust what God has revealed to us.  The mystery of the incarnation is indeed 

both simple and profound. 

 

Friends, I encourage you today to ponder the mystery of our faith.  Let’s pay attention to 

God’s precious gift to us, the gift of His Son, lest we miss the whole point of Christmas.  The story 

is told about a mother who was running furiously from store to another trying to get done with her 

Christmas shopping.  Suddenly she became aware that the little hand of her three-year-old son was 

no longer clutched in hers.  In a panic she retraced her steps and found her son standing with his 

little nose pressed flatly against a frosty window.  He was gazing at a manger scene.  Hearing his 

mother’s near hysterical call, he turned and shouted with innocent glee: “Look mommy!  It’s Jesus 

~ baby Jesus in the hay!”  With obvious indifference to his joy and wonder, she impatiently pulled 

him away saying, “We don’t have time for that!”  Friends, I encourage you to take sometime this 

week to reflect upon what has been revealed to you.  “Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of 

our religion.”  “Without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the 

flesh.”  Merry Christmas, FPC in Blackwood Family! 


