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Blackwood, NJ 08012 

Sermon Notes (Sunday January 8, 2017) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

Pressing On For Christ! 

Isaiah 43:18-21; Philippians 3:12-16 

 

It is the second Sunday in 2017 already.  It is another special day in the life of our 

congregation.  We just celebrated the ordination, installation, and commissioning of our new Elders, 

Deacons, and Trustees, Class of 2019.  These are some men and women whom God has called 

through the voice of this congregation to lead the ministry over the next few years.  And for all of us, 

it’s a new day, a new year, a new opportunity to look at our lives, examine our ways, and see how can 

we live our lives to the fullest. 

 

In Philippians chapter 3, the Scripture gives us a great insight as we examine our lives and 

align them according to God’s standards.  In fact, the Apostle Paul took the opportunity to examine 

his life, to look back, not to dwell but to grow.  This morning we will be looking at Philippians 

chapter 3 and see what the Scripture has to say to us.  Let me introduce my sermon this morning with 

a short story ~ a wisdom that comes to us out of a mouth of a little child. 

 

The story is told about a young boy who came to his Dad and said, “Daddy, if three frogs are 

sitting on a limb hanging over a pool, and one frog decides to jump, how many frogs are left on the 

limb?”  His dad replied, “Two.”  “No,” the son said.  “Listen carefully, daddy.  There are three frogs 

and one decides to jump.  How many are left?”  Dad says, “Oh, I get it, if one decides to jump, the 

others would too.  So there are none left.”  “No daddy—there are three left on the limb.  The first frog 

only DECIDED to jump.”  

 

Kids jokes are great, aren’t they?  I wonder, though.  Are some of us still sitting on the limb?  

Maybe you decided last year to jump in deep with God, but are now surprised that twelve months 

have already passed with less progress than you hoped for.  Friends, let me remind you that it does 

not do any good to “sit-up-and-take-notice,” if we just keep sitting.  The apostle Paul was so 

concerned about the believers in Philippi and he wanted to give them some practical advice to 

continue growing in Christ and deepen their understanding of their Christian walk and calling.  I find 

the words of Philippians 3:12-16 so fascinating and challenging at least in two ways: 

 

First: We Must Realize God Has a Goal For Our Life 
In Philippians 3:12 Paul says, “Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached 

the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.”  Paul 

understood that the Lord took hold of his life with a goal in mind.  And this is true for all of us.   

 

Romans 8:28 is a verse many know by heart.  Romans 8:29, however, is less known.  Paul 

writes, “We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose.  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 

image of his Son.”  So, God has called us with a purpose in mind.  He wants us to “be conformed to 

the image of His Son.”  God’s desire is that we grow to be like Christ.  Every child of God must 

know and live up to this truth. 
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My friends, it’s important to realize that God’s goal is not just to “get us in the door.”  He is 

not looking to merely “save us,” He is working to “transform us.”  The Christian is one who is ever 

moving toward Christ-like-ness.  We should be making progress toward the likeness of Christ.  God 

DOES have a plan for your life.  His plan will lead you to joy, fulfillment, contentment and eternal 

blessing. 

 

Second: Recognize That We Have Not Arrived Yet 

Paul continues in Philippians 3:12-13 and gives us another great thought that we need to 

consider in this New Year.  He says, “Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this 

one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to that lies ahead.  I press on toward 

the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

 

Paul not only recognizes that the Lord has a grand purpose for his life, but also he realizes that 

he has not arrived at that purpose YET.  Paul knows he is not what he should be.  He is aware of his 

faults and the areas where he still needs to grow.  He recognizes that he is not finished yet.  He is 

work in progress.  Friends, God is seeking progress not perfection.  The Christian life is a life of 

growth and maturity . . . much like life itself.  Growth takes time.  As diligently as Paul worked at his 

faith, he still had not arrived.  Let’s not get discouraged.  Let’s keep moving forward.  Growth takes 

time.  

 

Growing in Christ is a journey.  Growing in Christ is a process.  Taking hold of that for which 

Christ Jesus took hold of us starts with paying attention to the details of our life and our walk with the 

Lord.  You may have heard a version or another of this powerful illustration.  This illustration can be 

traced back to the early 13
th

 century A.D.  It’s a story that I’ve often used for emphasizing the 

importance of even the smallest details in our lives, and to point out the fact that we can never know 

in advance the consequences of our own actions or inaction.  The illustration goes like this: “For want 

of a nail, the shoe was lost.  For want of a shoe, the horse was lost.  For want of a horse, the knight 

was lost.  For want of a knight, the battle was lost.  For want of a battle, the kingdom was lost, and all 

for the want of a horseshoe nail.”  It is highly unlikely that anybody ever thought, upon seeing his 

unshod horse, that the kingdom would eventually fall because of a missing nail.  In the heat of the 

battle, very few people would even notice the work of the “lowly smithy” (blacksmith) hurriedly 

shoeing horses.  

 

Friends, let’s be intentional about growing in Christ.  Growth will not happen if we are 

haphazard about our spiritual life.  Let’s be diligent in pressing on for Christ.  Let’s make time for 

God in our schedule.  Let’s find time to thoughtfully read the Bible.  Let’s plan for times of prayer.  

Let’s make worship and service a priority in our calendars.  Let’s regularly do an honest spiritual 

evaluation of our lives regularly.  Let’s turn away from some worldly pursuits.  Let’s reach beyond 

what is always comfortable and safe and follow where God leads. 

 

When this happens, our focus will change; our consuming desire will be to know Jesus and 

become increasingly conformed to His image.  My prayers for all of us today; for our new Elders, 

Deacons, and Trustees.  May God use you to take the ministry and mission of the First Presbyterian 

Church in Blackwood to the next level.  You’re a part of a great cloud of witnesses.  May God give 

us all the strength not to live in the past because God still has great things in store for each one of us.  

To use the words of Isaiah 43:19, may we perceive the “new thing” the Lord is doing in our midst.  

Let’s press on toward the goal.  In the Name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   


