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Ambassadors for Christ! 

Isaiah 43:8-13; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

 

The story is told about a salesman who late one night drove into a strange city and tried to 

get a room in a hotel.  The clerk informed him that there was no vacancy.  Disappointed, he started 

to leave the lobby when a dignified gentleman offered to share his room with him.  Gratefully the 

traveler accepted his kindness.  Just before retiring, the man who had shown such hospitality, knelt 

and prayed aloud.  In his petition he referred to the stranger by name and asked the Lord to bless 

him.  Upon awakening the next morning, he told his guest it was his habit to read the Bible and 

commune with God at the beginning of each day, and he asked if he would like to join him.  The 

Holy Spirit had been speaking to the heart of this salesman, and when his host tactfully confronted 

him with the claims of Christ, he gladly received the Savior.  As the two were ready to part, they 

exchanged business cards.  The new believer was amazed to read, “William Jennings Bryan, 

Secretary of State.”  You see William Jennings Bryan was not only the Secretary of State (1913-

1915) under Woodrow Wilson, but more importantly he was an ambassador for Christ and a devout 

Presbyterian. 

 

We are ambassadors for Christ.  In 2 Corinthians 5:20 we read, “So we are ambassadors for 

Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled 

to God.”  Every believer is called to be in ministry somehow.  The Apostle Paul isn’t writing this 

letter to a seminary class of aspiring pastors before graduation.  No, this letter is directed to all 

Christians, no matter their occupation - pastors, school teachers, garbage collectors, stock brokers, 

moms, police officers.  Everyone.  Everywhere.  All the time.  This isn’t a part-time calling; it’s a 

lifestyle.  As we think about the image of a Christian being an ambassador for Christ, please allow 

me to underscore a couple important observations: 

 

First: Christians are Residents of Earth, but Citizens of Heaven 
An ambassador is someone who represents his or her country in a distant land.  The United 

States has ambassadors, or diplomats, in virtually every nation on earth.  Ambassadors work to 

build relations and develop connections and policies that favor both the host and the home of the 

ambassador.  Ambassadors, therefore, must walk a very fine line.  They live in one country, but 

they are responsible to another.  They must also embody the character of their home country, 

following laws and customs that are not necessarily known or even welcome in the host nation.  

Being an ambassador is a terrific honor.  As Christians we have even a greater honor.  We are 

ambassadors of Jesus Christ.  We are representatives of the greatest king and kingdom known to 

humanity.   

 

Although we live in the State of New Jersey, this is not our eternal home.  We are aliens and 

strangers in this foreign land.  Sometimes we forget this truth.  In 1 Peter 2:11 Peter says, we are, 

“aliens and strangers” who must, “abstain from sinful desires that war against our souls.”   In 

Philippians 3:20-21 the Scripture says, “But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a 

Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables Him to bring everything 
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under His control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body.” 

 

We are residents of earth, but citizens of heaven.  We are Christ’s ambassadors, His 

representatives in this world.  Is this how you see yourself?  Is this how you conduct yourself in this 

world?  Do you see yourself as a citizen of heaven?  Friends, we are of very little use to God if we 

see ourselves as anything less than citizens of heaven and ambassadors of Christ in this world.   

 

Second: Ambassadorship is a Work that Comes at a High Price 

“So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat 

you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” says Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:20.  The Lord Jesus 

committed to us the “message” of reconciliation, and it is important that we talk to people about 

him.  The Greek word that is translated as “message” is logos.  Christ HIMSELF is the message.  

Evangelism involves speaking with people about Jesus Christ.  When we preach Christ, when we 

share Him with others, we are offering them the best gift that anyone at anytime has ever offered.  

 

Most of the times this work comes at a high price.  There are those who give their lives for 

this work.  One such ambassador was the U.S. Ambassador to Libya, Christopher Stevens, who was 

killed in Benghazi, Libya on September 12, 2012.  Chris Stevens was the first U.S. Ambassador 

killed in the line of duty since 1979.  Most recently, Andrey Karlov, the Russian Ambassador to 

Turkey who was assassinated in Ankara, Turkey on December 19, 2016.  But we also hear about 

many ambassadors of Christ who are being killed everyday, though they do not make it to the news. 

 

In Christ, God calls us to be His own ambassadors who speak on His behalf.  The church is 

given the responsibility to unlock the mystery of the gospel.  You can think of an ambassador as a 

translator.   He or she must fully understand the message they have been given, but they must also 

interpret that message for those they have been sent to tell.  You can imagine how challenging this 

is.  A lot of important information can be lost in the process of translation.  When Kentucky Fried 

Chicken translated its slogan into Chinese it came out as, “Eat your Fingers Off.”  When Burger 

King translated its slogan for Australians, it read, “Resistance is futile.”  When GM first introduced 

the Chevy Nova in South America, the cars didn’t sell very well.  Evidently, in Spanish, “No Va” 

means, “Goes no where.”  You can google and read thousands of these “lost in translation” 

mistakes.  The ambassador of Christ has the responsibility of speaking clearly and accurately on 

behalf of Jesus Christ.  This is a responsibility that has to be taken seriously.  In Ephesians 6:19-20 

Paul says, “Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will 

fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains.  Pray 

that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.” 

 

Friends, growing ever closer to the God who draws us near, leaning on the everlasting arms, 

let us dedicate ourselves to be ambassadors for Christ, signs of His Kingdom—agents of healing 

and reconciliation, channels of His grace, champions of hope, makers of peace.  May we be the 

hope the world longs to see.  Remember, you’re a resident of earth, but citizen of heaven.  Your 

work as an ambassador of Christ is a work that comes at a high price.  Therefore, to follow Christ 

means to give up the kingdom of self and the kingdom of the world, and pledge allegiance to the 

Kingdom of God.  “You are my witnesses,” Isaiah reminds us in 43:12.  You’re my ambassadors, 

Jesus would say to all of us.  May we indeed become God’s witnesses … Christ’s ambassadors.  To 

God be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen! 


