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“Give Me This Mountain!” 

Joshua 14:10-15; Matthew 7:7-12 

 

Three little girls were talking about their dads.  One said, “My father is a doctor, and he practices 

medicine.”  Another said, “My dad is an attorney, and he practices law.”  The third said, “My father is a 

Christian, but he doesn’t practice any more.”  There are a lot of Christians like that today.  I am not sure 

how much you know about Caleb son of Jephunneh.  But, he was a man who always practiced his faith.  

The more I look at this man’s life, the more I appreciate the faith of this Bible character.  

 

The first time we meet Caleb, the people of Israel are encamped at a place called Kadesh Barnea, 

an oasis in the Negev desert south of the Promised Land.  It has been only a year or so since they have 

come out of Egypt.  The people have already seen the departing of the Red Sea, the gushing of the water 

from a rock, and the manna from heaven.  Moses has received the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai.  

They’ve built the Tabernacle and the Ark of God’s Covenant.  You could say that the essentials of their 

nationhood under God as their King have been established.  It is now time to enter the Promised Land.  

 

We first meet Caleb as a young man when he is about 40 years old.  Caleb was a recognized 

leader of his tribe, the tribe of Judah, the largest of the 12 tribes of ancient Israel.  In Numbers 13:2 the 

Lord has given Moses this directive: “Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I am giving 

to the Israelites.  From each ancestral tribe send one of its leaders.”  So Caleb and eleven of his peers are 

sent on a mission into Canaan.  The solo purpose of this mission was to observe carefully what they see 

and to survey the land: the nature of the cities and villages and their fortifications, the produce of the 

land and its potential.  

 

When the spies returned, they carried a huge cluster of grapes -- the fruit of the land -- on a pole 

between them.  They talk about the abundance of the land, “it does flow with milk and honey.”  But ten 

of the spies are clearly frightened by the prospect of conquest.  “The people who live there are powerful, 

and the cities are fortified and very large.  We even saw descendants of Anak there.  The giants live in 

the land.  In Numbers 13:28, 33 the majority gave their report, “We seemed like grasshoppers in our 

own eyes, and we looked the same to them.”  

 

The “bad report” of the 10 spies is contagious.  By nightfall their report has spread throughout 

the camp, and with it the infectious fear of these tribal leaders.  In Numbers 14:1 we read, “That night all 

the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud.”  Women were sobbing that their 

husbands would be killed in battle and their children left fatherless.  Across the camp that night you 

could hear the sound of weeping and anguish.  By morning the men were ready to rebel, select another 

leader, and return to Egypt.  The minority report, however, turned things upside down.  So, what 

happened?  Two lessons for our teaching and building up our faith this morning: 

 

First: Looking Through Lenses of Faith 

In the midst of such a great fear and unbelief the majority report created, two men stood firm in 

faith and hope -- Caleb and Joshua.  When the 10 spies were sharing their tale of terror, in Numbers 

13:30 the Scripture states, “Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, ‘We should go up 
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and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”  The next day, too, Caleb and Joshua try to 

sway the gathered Israelite crowds with their faith as we know from Numbers 14:7-9: “The land we 

passed through and explored is exceedingly good.  If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into 

that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us.  Only do not rebel against the 

LORD.  And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up.  Their 

protection is gone, but the LORD is with us.  Do not be afraid of them.” 

 

Here is a man whose eyes were fixed upon the Lord not on anything else.  Did you notice the 

explicit mention of the LORD’s name in their words?  The 10 spies don’t even mention the LORD name 

once.  Joshua and Caleb have seen the same giants and the same heavily fortified cities, but they are 

looking through lenses of faith.  They see the LORD enabling them to conquer these people.  Faith 

honors God, but unbelief makes God angry.  The LORD was angry with the people who could not see 

through lenses of faith.  Moreover, the Lord vowed that none of this generation would enter the 

Promised Land, only Caleb and Joshua.  Numbers 14:24 & 30 God says, “But because my servant Caleb 

has a different spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and his 

descendants will inherit it.”  These two men stood out from the crowed.  

Second: A Confidence that Never Ceased 

The second lesson has to do with Caleb’s confidence that never ceased.  In Joshua chapter 14:12 

Caleb asked Joshua to give him the hill country where the giants had been seen.  He was confident that 

with the power of God he would be able to take this tough territory.  It is the same confidence that Caleb 

had showed 45 years ago when the 12 spies first explored the Promised Land.  Friends, each one of us 

has a mountain to climb, a hill country to possess ~ spiritually speaking.  With God’s help, we can 

overcome our mountains no matter how rugged the terrain.  God’s help is always sufficient for the task. 

 

Forty-five years later Caleb still shows us that his confidence in the Lord never ceased even at 

the age of 85.  “Give me this mountain,” he said.  Someone has said, Caleb was old but he was bold.  

Even though he was 85, he wanted another challenge.   He chooses the most rugged area, which was full 

of giants.  Caleb’s faith in God was not shaken by circumstance.  If we are to move forward and climb 

mountains, we, too, must express our confidence in God and His ability to give us victory.  His faith was 

a consistent one all his days. 

 

Friends, unless we claim it, we will never get it.  Unless we believe it, we will never see it.  In 

Matthew 7:7-8 Jesus said, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 

will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who 

knocks, the door will be opened.”  When Alexander the Great lay on his deathbed, he had no child, no 

heir.  One of his great generals standing by his bed said, “Alexander, whose is the kingdom?”  

Alexander replied, “It is for him who can take it!”  “Give me this mountain,” Caleb asked Joshua.  

Around mid-sixteenth century, the Scottish Reformer John Knox (1513-1572) prayed, “Give me 

Scotland, or I die.”  Knox’s prayer was not an arrogant demand, but the passionate plea of a man willing 

to die for the sake of the salvation of his country people.  Knox’s greatness lay in his humble 

dependence on our sovereign God to save His people, revive a nation, and reform His church.  It is NOT 

the size of our faith that makes the difference, but the size of God that we put our faith in.  What is your 

mountain?  By faith, claim it today.  In the Name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  


