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Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor  

 

A Vision of God! 

Ezekiel 1:1-3; John 8:1-11 

 

A man sat at a metro station in Washington DC and started to play the violin; it was a cold 

January morning in 2007.  He played six Bach pieces for about 45 minutes.  During that time, 

since it was rush hour, it was calculated that thousands of people went through the station, most of 

them on their way to work.   

 

Three minutes went by and a middle-aged man noticed there was a musician playing.  He 

slowed his pace and stopped for a few seconds and then hurried up to meet his schedule.  A 

minute later, the violinist received his first dollar tip: a woman threw the money in the till and 

without stopping continued to walk.  A few minutes later, someone leaned against the wall to 

listen to him, but the man looked at his watch and started to walk again.  Clearly he was late for 

work.  

 

In the 45 minutes the musician played, only 6 people stopped and stayed for a while.  

About 20 gave him money but continued to walk their normal pace.  He collected $32.  When he 

finished playing and silence took over, no one noticed it.  No one applauded, nor was there any 

recognition.  

 

No one knew this but the violinist was Joshua Bell, one of the best musicians in the world.  

He played one of the most intricate pieces ever written with a violin worth 3.5 million dollars.  

Joshua Bell normally plays in the great concert halls of Moscow, St. Petersburg, Vienna, Prague, 

London, Paris, New York.  People pay a lot of money to go to hear him play.  He earns up to a 

thousand dollars a minute for his actual playing.  This is a real story.  Joshua Bell playing 

incognito in the metro station was organized by the Washington Post as part of a social experiment 

about perception, taste and priorities of people.  No one expected Joshua Bell to show up in a 

metro station in Washington DC. 

 

I do not know if Ezekiel and the Jews who were still in Babylon expected God to speak to 

them and to send a prophet with a great message in the land of their captivity.  The last thing the 

woman who caught in the very act of committing adultery in John chapter 8 ~ the very last thing 

she expected to find is forgiveness, mercy, freedom, and restoration.  She expected to find 

judgment, shame, and death.  But Jesus shows up and everything changes.  I would like to offer 

three short observations as we look together at Ezekiel vision in Ezekiel chapter 1: 

 

First: A Vision Transcends Time and Place 
Who could’ve imagined in their wildest dreams that God would show up in Babylon?  It 

was a place of judgment.  It reminded the Israelites with their sins and the sins of their fathers.  

Ezekiel received God’s call not in Jerusalem, the land of the prophets, but in Babylon, the land of 

captivity.  It was such a terrible time for the nation of Israel.  Captivity raised lots of questions that 
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challenged their faith and their trust in their God.  They asked questions about the power of 

Jehovah God versus the gods of their neighbors; questions about the significance of the Temple; 

questions about the presence of God in history; questions about the sovereignty of God; questions 

about God’s justice and love.   

 

It was in Babylon that God comes and reaches out to His people.  As the people are 

grieving over the past, trying to make sense of the present, and envisioning the future, God calls 

and sends the Prophet Ezekiel.  In Ezekiel 1:1 we read, “In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, 

on the fifth day of the month, as I was among the exiles by the river Chebar, the heavens were 

opened, and I saw visions of God.”  In Babylon, there were neither a temple nor priestly ministry.  

Yet, God reaches out to His people.  It was indeed a vision that transcends time and place. 

 

Friends, time and place might challenge us and bring us to a point of disappointment.  But 

here comes the God who is always transcends time and place.  Here comes the God who is always 

bigger than all of our discouragements, frustrations and challenges.  

 

Second: A Vision Transcends the Limitations of our Language 
Ezekiel 1:2 states, “On the fifth day of the month (it was the fifth year of the exile of King 

Jehoiachin), the word of the Lord came to the priest Ezekiel son of Buzi, in the land of the 

Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of the Lord was on him there.”  The rest of Ezekiel 

chapter 1 is a description of the vision God gave to Ezekiel.   

 

In describing his vision, Ezekiel uses an allegorical and figurative language.  The 

preposition “like” in Ezekiel chapter 1 is repeated over 23 times.  On one hand, Ezekiel says “The 

hand of the Lord was on me … I saw visions of God,” and on the other hand, “It was like …”.  In 

Ezekiel 1:28 we read, 
“
Like the bow in a cloud on a rainy day, such was the appearance of the 

splendor all round.  This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord.”  Ezekiel is 

saying we can see God’s glory and yet it is beyond any human comprehension.  It transcends our 

language.  It is indescribable.  God’s glory surpasses all human understanding.  

 

Third: A Vision Calls to Responsibility 
Ezekiel was in Babylon.  He was among the exiles.  He sees God and he hears His voice.  

Ezekiel says “I saw visions of God … I heard the voice of one speaking.”  In the following 

chapter, in Ezekiel 2:2-3 the Bible says, “I heard him speaking to me.  He said: “Son of man, I am 

sending you to the Israelites, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against me; they and their 

ancestors have been in revolt against me to this very day.”  The Almighty knows how to capture 

our attention and my hope today for us as individuals and as a congregation to see visions of God, 

visions that transcends time and place, and eventually realize our responsibility in God’s 

Kingdom.  

 

Ezekiel sees the glory, the power, the majesty, and the beauty of God.  A new adventure 

begins.  Encountering God liberates us.  It gives us meaning and purpose even in the land of 

captivity.  My friends, it is impossible to meet God, hear His voice and remain the same.  Always, 

there is an action component to the call of God.  Rarely can we stay where we are, do what we've 

always been doing, and fulfill the call of God upon our lives.  Ezekiel came to realize this and so 

must we.  In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 


