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Sermon Notes (Sunday February 12, 2017) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor  

 

“The Loving Community!” 

1 Corinthians 13 

 

When the 40
th

 President of the United States, Ronald Reagan (1911 – 2004), was a child, 

he was sent to the shoemaker to get a new pair of shoes made.  When he got there, the shoemaker 

asked him: Ron, round or square toes on the shoes?  Ron did not answer.  He was thinking about 

it.  The shoemaker showed up again in a week, and again, asked young Ron, square or round toes?  

Ron did not answer.  He was still thinking about it.  One final visit to the shoemaker, and again, 

the question, round or square toes on the shoes?  Young Ron did not answer.  The day came and 

the shoemaker delivered Ronald Reagan his shoes, one with round toe and the other with square 

toe.  That day, Ron learned a very important lesson he never forgot.  “Never let anyone else make 

your decisions for you.” 

 

Love is a choice the Church of Jesus Christ has made throughout the ages.  Regardless of 

the world’s response, the Church of Jesus has always offered and presented itself as a loving 

community.  I think the real challenge for us today is not to allow anyone to influence that 

decision to unconditionally love all.  Our congregation has set aside this Sunday, right before 

Valentine’s Day, and we called it, “Love Your Community Sunday.”  Today we express our love 

and appreciation to the First Responders in the Gloucester Township.  Personally, I am very 

thankful that our wonderful Mayor, Mayor Mayer, some Police Officers, Fire, and Emergency 

Medical Personnel are present with us today.  It is our joy as a congregation to have you all here 

today.  In a few minutes, we will have a special prayer service for the Gloucester Township First 

Responders. 

 

My friends, we live in a world where people fall in and out of love like changing a pair of 

socks.  It rocks families when one says “I love you no more!”  It destroys communities when love 

is found no more.  No wonder that the greatest chapter of love in the Bible, 1 Corinthians chapter 

13, concludes this way: “And now these three remain: faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of 

these is LOVE.”  Love is a commitment with a beginning and no end!  For the sake of our time 

this morning, I want to underscore a couple short observation based on 1 Corinthians 13.  The first 

has to do with love being the mark of Christianity; and the second has to do with love being the 

most excellent way. 

 

Love: The Mark of Christianity 

Since the inception of the Church of Jesus Christ, one of the litmus tests for genuine faith 

has been love.  Christ’s followers have always understood themselves as a community of believers 

that lives the genuineness and depth of Christian love.  In other words, one of the ways in which 

you can tangibly see whether or not a community of people are Christians has been whether of not 

this group of people is a loving community. 

 

Now to be fair, there are other tests and signs for whether or not faith is genuine.  For 
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example, the early Church emphasized the orthodoxy, the right doctrines, as being a sign of true 

faith.  Also your obedience to the Scriptures, the commands of God, has also been a test.  But, as I 

mentioned, one of the primary tests since the inception of the church whether or not a group of 

people or individuals are Christians has been that whether or not they love one another.  

Eventually, this love will be poured out generously to their communities.  

 

As Christians, we’re always looking for something to mark us, something to show the 

world and to show ourselves that we are Christians, something identifiable.  We’ve seen all sorts 

of things.  We’ve seen the WWJD (What Would Jesus Do) bracelets.  People will look at that and 

say, “Oh, that person must be a believer.  He/she has a WWJD bracelet.”  Or there are FROG 

bracelets, which stands for, “Fully Rely On God.”  We have these bracelets that mark us.  We have 

jewelry that marks us.  We wear the crucifix.  We have rings that mark us.  We have stickers on 

our cars that mark us.  With all these things, we’re always looking for things to mark us.  Jesus 

said to His disciples love is the mark.   

 

Francis Schaeffer, a popular author and speaker, picked up on this.  He says that love is 

“the mark that Jesus gives  to label a Christian not just in one era or in one locality but at all 

times and all places until Jesus returns.”  Love is the true hallmark of any authentic Christian 

community.  In fact, the Church, as a loving community, being a city on a hill, is called to show 

the world what love is.   

 

Second: Love, The Most Excellent Way 

This love of course is rooted in the truth that Christ first loved us and laid down His life for 

us.  In fact, the love of Christ is what has brought us into His community.  In John chapter 13, on 

the night He was betrayed, Jesus gathered His disciples and He says something to them that was 

astounding.  He said to His disciples, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.  By THIS all people will know 

that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

 

Therefore, my friends, let’s not give up.  Let’s not quit loving.  Let’s continue to grow in 

love for one another and for this community.  Love each other the way that Jesus Christ has loved 

you.  Continue to love your neighbor.  Continue to love your community.  In fact, 1 Corinthians 

chapter 13, Paul goes on to say that if love is absent in a community or an individual’s life, these 

communities and individuals are actually proving that they’re not Christians or at least that they’re 

not acting like Christians.  1 Corinthians 13:1-3 Paul says, “If I speak in the tongues of men or of 

angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift 

of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 

mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my 

body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.” 

 

1 Corinthians 12:31 is a preface to 1 Corinthians 13.  It says, “And yet I will show you the 

most excellent way.”  I like that.  “I will show you a still more excellent way.”  What is this 

excellent way?  It is love!  Mother Teresa was once asked by an interviewer: “What’s the biggest 

problem in the world today?  She replied, “We draw the circle of our family too small.  We need 

to draw it larger everyday.”  This is my hope for us as Christ’s followers.  We need to draw the 

circle larger everyday; to make a room for others and regard them as family.  In the Name of the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 


