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Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor  

 

“Who Do You Say that I Am?”#1 

Job 37:14-24; Matthew 16:13-20 

 

You probably heard this account about a hilarious email miscommunication.  A Minneapolis 

couple decided to go to Florida during a particularly icy winter.  They planned to stay at the same 

hotel where they spent their honeymoon twenty years earlier.  Because of hectic schedules, it was 

difficult to coordinate their travel plans—so, the husband left Minnesota and flew to Florida on 

Thursday, with his wife flying down the next day.    

 

The husband checked into the hotel.  There was a computer in his room, so he decided to 

email his wife.  However, he accidentally left out one letter in her email address, and without 

realizing his error, sent the email.  Meanwhile, somewhere in Houston, a widow had just returned 

home from her husband’s funeral.  The widow decided to check her email expecting comforting 

messages from relatives and friends.  After reading the first message, she screamed and fainted.  

The widow’s son rushed into the room, found his mother on the floor, and saw the computer screen 

which read: From: Husband; To: My Loving Wife; Subject: I’ve arrived.  The message read: “I 

know you’re surprised to hear from me.  They have computers here now and you are allowed to 

send emails to your loved ones.  I’ve just arrived and have been checked in.  I see that everything 

has been prepared for your arrival tomorrow.  Looking forward to seeing you then!  Hope your 

journey is as uneventful as mine was.”  P.S.—Sure is hot down here! 

 

In today’s gospel reading from Matthew chapter 16, Jesus wants to makes sure there is no 

miscommunication when it comes to who He is: the Son of God.  While travelling in the region of 

Caesarea Philippi, Jesus, referring to Himself, asks His disciples, “Who do people say the Son of 

Man is?”  And they replied, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah 

or one of the prophets.”  Then in Matthew 16:15 Jesus turns to His disciples and asks, “But what 

about you?  Who do you say I am?”  Today and next Sunday, Lord willing, I would like to spend 

sometime with Matthew 16.  Please allow me this morning to share with you a couple short 

observations based on our Scriptures today.  The first has to do with an important question that you 

and I must answer and the second has to do with the location of Matthew 16 discourse. 

 

First: A Question that Must Be Answered  

“Who do you say that I am?”  In the Greek text, that pronoun YOU has an enormous stress.  

In fact, the pronoun you come at the beginning of the sentence.  This is how the Greek language 

emphasizes an important idea.  It is as if Jesus is saying, “But you who have followed me and have 

known me from the beginning, who do you say that I am?”  It is the greatest question in the entire 

universe and it is one which every person must eventually answer.   

  

“Who do you say I am?”  In his classic book, Mere Christianity, British Christian 

Theologian C. S. Lewis (1898-1963) addresses the idea of Jesus being who He said He was, the Son 

of God.  He comes to the conclusion that Jesus has not left that open to us.  He did not intend 

to…Now it seems to me obvious that He was neither a lunatic nor a fiend: and consequently, 



 

 2 

however strange or terrifying or unlikely it may seem, I have to accept the view that He was and is 

God” (Mere Christianity, p. 54-56).  Liar, lunatic, or Lord— according to Lewis, those are the three 

choices we have as far as identifying Jesus goes. 

 

Who do you say Jesus is?  This is the most important question you and I have to answer in 

this life.  It is a question of life or death.  It is a question that determines both our priorities here on 

earth and our destiny after we depart this earth.  Who do you say Jesus is today?  I hope your 

answer is an affirmation that comes from the depth of your heart: “You are the Messiah, the Son of 

the Living God.”  In Job 37:23, the Scripture reminds us, “The Almighty is beyond our reach and 

exalted in power.”  Yet, He is revealed to us in the gift of His Son.  He is the Christ.  That’s who 

Jesus Christ is.  And there’s no more important question that we could ask this morning than this – 

Who do you say that Jesus is?   

 

Second: The Region of Caesarea Philippi  

In order to better understand the importance of Jesus’ discussion in Matthew 16, we should 

consider the location in which Peter made his confession, Caesarea Philippi.  Caesarea Philippi was 

a pagan Roman city about 25 miles north of the Sea of Galilee, just at the southwestern base of 

Mount Hermon.  The city was given its name by King Herod the Great’s son, Phillip, when he came 

to power.  So it was named after: Caesar Phillip. 

 

Two temples stood in Caesarea Philippi: one to honor and worship Caesar, the great leader 

of the Roman Empire; the other to honor and worship Pan, the god of shepherds and flocks.  This 

city was basically considered the “Sin City” of its day, and most Jews would have completely 

avoided going there.  So, as you can see, this is not the place you might expect Jesus Christ, the 

Jewish Rabbi who was said to be the Messiah, the Son of the living God, to take His disciples to 

and ask them to confess whom He really is.  We might think that the Jerusalem Temple or at least 

one of the synagogues would have been a better place.  

 

And yet, it is quite intentional that Jesus took His disciples to Caesarea Philippi to reveal His 

identity to them.  In the Roman Empire, people were often forced to worship the emperor or the 

gods of the empire.  Many of the leaders were even given titles such as “Savior,” “Lord,” and “Son 

of God.”  The citizens of this city of Caesarea Philippi were required to enter that gleaming marble 

temple built by Herod Philip at least once per year to place a pinch of incense on a burning altar and 

proclaim, “Caesar is Lord!”  It was here, in this city devoted to the worship of idols and manmade 

gods that Jesus chose as the place to make a fuller revelation of Himself to His disciples.  It was 

also here that Simon Peter saw for the first time that Jesus Christ was truly the Son of God. 

 

It is here in the midst of this imperial and pagan center, where Jesus asks His disciples who 

they say He is, and Peter answers that it is Jesus – not Caesar or Pan – who is the Messiah, the Son 

of the living God!  It was there in Caesarea Philippi, against that backdrop of paganism and false 

religion, Peter saw in a humble, homeless carpenter from Nazareth the very essence of God 

Himself.  Who do you say that I am?  It is easy to confess Jesus Lord and Savior in Jerusalem.  The 

real challenge is to do so in Caesarea Philippi.  The real challenge is when you live the fullness of 

that confession when your life is threatened.  Who do you say that I am?  “To Him who sits on the 

throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!”   Amen! 


