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“Upon This Rock, I Will Build My Church!” 

Isaiah 54:1-10; Matthew 16:13-20 

 

Today we continue digging deeper into a great Scripture passage.  Last Sunday we had the 

chance to scratch the surface of Matthew chapter 16:13-20.  While travelling in the region of Caesarea 

Philippi, Jesus, referring to Himself, asked His disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”  

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.”  Jesus takes it to the next level and in Matthew 16:15 He turns to His disciples and asks, 

“But what about you?  Who do you say I am?”  Peter, the most outspoken of the disciples, got it right: 

“Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”   

 

Last week I suggested two ways through which that Scripture passage speaks to our life today.  

The first has to do with the importance of the question.  Who do you say that I am?  It is a question 

upon which hinges lots of things.  It is a question that actually charts the course of our life.  It should 

not be taken lightly.  Who do you say that I am?  The second observation I raised last week has to do 

with the location of this discourse.  The discussion took place in Caesarea Philippi, a pagan roman city 

in 1
st
 century Palestine.  As I pointed out last week, two temples stood in Caesarea Philippi: one to 

honor and worship Caesar, the great leader of the Roman Empire; the other to honor and worship Pan, 

the god of shepherds and flocks.  It is easy to confess Jesus Lord and Savior in Jerusalem when it is 

convenient.  The real challenge is to do so in Caesarea Philippi, when we are surrounded by so many 

false gods. 

 

Petros … Petra! 

As a response to this amazing public confession Peter just made in Matthew 16:17-18, Jesus 

said, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 

Father in heaven.  And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 

of Hades will not prevail against it.”  “You are Petros (rocky, rock-man), and on this petra (rock) I will 

build my church.”  PETROS is the Greek masculine form of the feminine word PETRA – rock.  It is a 

special name that Jesus gives Peter on this occasion.  But how are we to understand it? 

 

As you may know, there are historic differences of opinion in the Church of Jesus regarding 

Matthew 16:17-18.  On one hand, our brothers and sisters in Christ in the Roman Catholic tradition 

interpret the words of Jesus, “Upon this rock I will build my church,” as Peter himself was the rock 

upon which the Church would be built.  Therefore, Peter was to have primacy over the other apostles.  

On the other hand, most Protestant Reformed interpretations affirm that it is not on Peter that Jesus will 

build His Church, but on Peter’s rock-solid confession of faith.  Two observations as we warp up our 

study of this important Scripture passage: 

 

First: The Church’s One Foundation 

The first great truth we encounter today has to do with Jesus being the Church’s solid 

foundation.  The Church is built upon Christ.  He is the Rock of all Scripture.  “I will build my 

Church,” Jesus said in Matthew 16:18.  In 1 Corinthians 3:11 we also read, “For no one can lay any 

foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 
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In 1866, English hymn writer and poet, the Rev. Samuel John Stone, echoed this very truth in 

his wonderful hymn, The Church’s One Foundation.  “The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her 

Lord; she is his new creation by water and the Word.  From heaven he came and sought her to be his 

holy bride; with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.”  The Church of Jesus Christ is 

strong and firm as long as it sticks to that foundation.  It is unshakable as long as it is leans on the 

everlasting arms of its Builder.  

 

My friends, it is not about how strong the wind is.  It is not about how much opposition, 

persecution, rejection, we may face.  It is all about how firm the foundation of our life.  Jesus is our 

Rock.  Psalm 18:2 reminds us that, “The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, 

my strength, in whom I will trust.” 

 

Second: The Church is Built out of Living Stones 

There is another side of the coin though.  Jesus is indeed the chief corner stone, but at the same 

time, the Church is built out of living stones like Peter.  The truth is: Peter is not Peter the Rock 

without the confession.  When Jesus said, “Upon this rock I will build my church,” he said it after 

Peter made his great confession of faith.  The rock is Peter the believer and Peter the confesser.  I think 

Jesus was saying, “Peter, you are a rock.  And upon you, and people like you making a bold witness, I 

will build my Church.”  The Church is not built on people alone; nor is it built on a confession alone.  

The Church is built on people confessing together that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.  

 

A confession of faith is just an idea.  And any idea by itself is just a weak and limp and lifeless 

thing.  Take the law of gravity.  By itself it’s just a theory.  But take a man like Isaac Newton and let 

him meet that law and suddenly the course of history is changed.  Take the principle of electricity.  By 

itself it’s just a principle.  But take a man like Thomas Edison, let him meet that principle, and the 

lights go on around the world.  Take the theory of relativity.  By itself it’s just a complex equation.  

Scientists still don’t fully understand it. But take a man like Albert Einstein and let him meet that 

theory and the atomic age is born.  

 

The Church is not built upon an idea alone or a theory alone or upon a confession of faith 

alone. The Church is built upon men and women and children who meet a great idea and then make a 

great confession with their lives—that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

 

I think the question I am leaving with you today is: Can Christ trust us today to continue 

building His Church?  Those unlikely men and women, those uneducated men and women, those 

Galilean men and women, those fishermen, those tax collectors, those homemakers, those political 

rabble-rousers, those men who left everything to follow our Lord Jesus Christ, those women who 

attended to him even after his death, are the living stones of the Church.  Can Christ trust us? 

 

I believe Jesus meant to build a Church.  You and I are not here by accident.  I think you and I 

are here to be the Church of Jesus and to pass its confession along to another generation of people who 

will come through its doors and sit in its pews and classrooms and marvel at its beauty and be nurtured 

and comforted by its message.  Christ is the foundation, the chief corner stone, therefore, the gates of 

Hades will not prevail against it.  The Church continue to maintain its existence in the world through 

those disciples who confess together that Jesus is the Christ.  “You are PETROS, and upon this 

PETRA I will build my Church.”  In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 

 

 


