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Something for Nothing! 

Deuteronomy 6:13-19; Matthew 4:8-11 

 

This morning we are concluding a series of messages on the three temptations of Jesus.  The 

last couple Sundays we covered the first two temptations.  Allow me this morning to introduce the 

third temptation with a short story.  A woman called a Presbyterian pastor and asked him if he 

would perform a funeral in the sanctuary for her beloved dog, which had died.  “I can’t do that, 

Ma’am,” said the minister, politely.  “Funerals for pets in church are theologically unsound.”  The 

woman persisted but the minister insisted, “Sorry, can’t help you, Ma’am.  Why not ask the Baptist 

minister down the street?”  “Okay,” said the lady.  “But at least give me some advice.  Should I 

offer him $400 or $500 for the service?”  “Wait a second, Ma’am,” said the Minister quickly, “You 

never said your dog was Presbyterian!”  Like the minister in our story, all of us can be tempted.  

Temptation comes to us in different shapes and sizes.   

 

The Third Temptation 

The third temptation represents the ultimate goal of all temptations – that is to say to 

worship Satan, idolatry.  In the third temptation, we are told the devil took Jesus to a very high 

mountain.  Luke tells us that the devil showed Jesus, in an instant, all the kingdoms of the world in 

all of their glory and splendor.  Someone said that Satan carefully hid the corruption of these 

kingdoms and showed only the external splendor – the art, the architecture, the armies, the wealth, 

the power, the thrones, the banquets, and the pleasures of this world.  “All sovereignty, all glory, all 

splendor, all authority, all power,” Satan was telling Jesus, “is mine.”  “And I have the privilege to 

give all of these kingdoms to whomever I want.”  Jesus refused the offer and defeated the devil for 

the third time saying, “Away from me, Satan!  For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and 

serve Him only.”  Please allow me to make three short observations as we look at this temptation 

today:  

 

First: Satan Offered Jesus a Shortcut 

What was Satan tempting Jesus to do?  Satan tempted Jesus to fall down and worship him.  

In doing so, Satan offered to give Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor.  What 

Satan was saying is simple: “Jesus, I will keep you from this messianic mission of having to go to 

the cross.  I will keep you from having to suffer and die for the sins of the world.  I am offering you 

a shortcut to glory.”  In other words, Satan was saying to Jesus, “I will give something for nothing!”  

Satan’s offer would allow Jesus to rule the earth without enduring the suffering and shame of the 

cross.  What a deal!   

 

Jesus rejected the offer because it was against God’s will for His life.  The cross was at the 

center of His mission.  He knew that.  Jesus chose God’s ways even though the cross was part of the 

plan.  Jesus trusted His Father’s plans.  He never doubted God’s faithfulness and goodness.  In 

every generation the church faces cross-evading theology.  In every generation we are tempted to 

take the shortcuts.  In every generation we are tempted to enter through the wide gate instead of 

embracing the narrow one and the way of the cross! 
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Second: Satan is not Trustworthy  

I do not think that we can understand the depth of Jesus’ response here in Matthew chapter 4 

without referring to the overall gospel teaching about Satan.  From Jesus’ teaching in various places 

in the gospel we know that Satan is not trustworthy.  He promises a lot, but never keeps his word.  

He is not known for truth.  Jesus did not believe Satan here in this third temptation.  He knew who 

Satan was.  In John 8:44 we read what Jesus said about Satan.  He said to some Jews, “You belong 

to your father the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire.  He was a murderer from the 

beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him.  When he lies, he speaks his native 

language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”  That ought to tell us not to believe Satan’s lies!  He 

is a murderer and a liar and there is no truth in him.   

 

Friends, so often we believe the lies of Satan.  He promises to give us this and give us that, 

and we buy into these lies.  Satan told the first lie in recorded history.  He lied to Eve in the Garden 

of Eden.  In Genesis 3:4 he said, “You will not certainly die.”  With that lie, Satan led Eve and 

Adam to their death; and so have we all.  Think about the lies he spreads today: “there is no God,” 

“God doesn’t care about you,” “the Bible cannot be trusted,” and “your good works will get you 

into heaven”, and many more.   

 

Third: Wait for God’s Timing 

In fighting back, once again Jesus used the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, to 

answer Satan.  He quoted Deuteronomy 6:13 as His defense: “For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord 

your God, and serve Him only.’”  Then Jesus commanded Satan to leave and Satan left.  Jesus’ 

obedience to His Father was complete.  The destiny of the elect was sealed when He completely 

obeyed, and by the obedience of this one man, Jesus of the Nazareth, many were made righteous.  

His obedience has been credited to us. 

 

Through His obedience, Jesus lived according to God’s ways and acted according to God’s 

timing.  In Matthew 28:18 Jesus told His disciples, “All authority in heaven and on earth is given to 

me.”  Do you remember what the third temptation was?  Satan said he would give Jesus all the 

kingdoms of the world.  In due time, God rewarded the Son with all authority in heaven and on 

earth.  Friends, I would like to encourage you to hold fast to that path of obedience, and in due time 

God will exalt you.  In due time, all authority in heaven and on earth was given to Jesus by the 

Father.  In Philippians 2:9-11 Paul wrote of Jesus, “Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place 

and gave Him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father.”  Jesus is now crowned with glory and honor and soon He will come 

again.  Then we will see clearly that everything is subject to Him. 

 

Friends, Satan offers an easy way as an alternative to God’s ways.  There is no doubt about 

it—God’s way is hard!  God’s way is always marked with suffering and sacrifice!  In every 

generation Satan offers us a bunch of empty shortcuts to glory and happiness, but they are all lies in 

the end.  The only way to a fulfilled and happy life is through worshiping and serving the Lord 

only!  Let us rejoice on the truth that in due time, in God’s time, God will send His angels to 

strengthen, to sustain, and to minister to us.  The same God that provided for Christ in His time of 

trial will also provide for us today as we face our own temptations.  In the Name of the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen!   

 


