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Sermon Notes (Sunday April 2, 2017) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor  

 

“Christ – Our Passover Lamb!” 

Exodus 12:1-14; 1 Corinthians 5:6-8 

 

Today is Communion Sunday and I would like to look with you at an incredible statement in 

1 Corinthians 5:7, “for Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed.”  In order to understand the 

importance and the implications of this statement, we need to go back to the Passover story.  The 

Passover instituted in Exodus chapter 12.  The nation of Israel was enslaved in Egypt, and events 

were building rapidly to the horrifying devastation that would finally force Pharaoh to free the 

Israelites from slavery.  Through Moses and Aaron, God commanded Israel to set aside a lamb for 

each household in the nation.  Before nightfall, the Israelites were to kill the lambs and put some of 

the lambs’ blood on the sides and top of the doorframe of each house.  Each lamb was to be eaten 

that evening by the members of the household that offered it.  

 

A profoundly significant event was to take place outside the homes while the Israelites were 

inside eating this Passover meal.  Here is what Exodus 12:12-13 says, “For I will pass through the 

land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human 

beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord.  The blood 

shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and 

no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.” 

 

This terrifying event occurred just as God said. In Exodus 12:29-30 we read, “At midnight 

the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on 

his throne to the firstborn of the prisoner who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the 

livestock.  Pharaoh arose in the night, he and all his officials and all the Egyptians; and there was a 

loud cry in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead.”  Only those households with 

the blood of the Passover lamb on their doorposts were spared.  The dead likely numbered in the 

hundreds of thousands.  Pharaoh, having ignored earlier serious warnings and plagues, learned the 

hard way that the God of the Israelites was not a God to be trifled with.  The Israelites were set free. 

 

When Christ came to be baptized, John the Baptist exclaimed in John 1:29: “Behold!  The 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  The Apostle Paul, who was so deep in his 

knowledge of the Old Testament, referred to Jesus in 1 Corinthians 5:7 as our Passover Lamb – “for 

Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed.”  In the Book of Revelation, Christ is called “the 

Lamb” more than two dozen times, and in Revelation 5:6, 12 is symbolically portrayed as a lamb 

“that was slain,” yet lives.  The innumerable multitude of Revelation 7:14 are identified as “those 

who come out of the great tribulation, and have washed their robes and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb.”  The end-time saints in Revelation 12:11 overcome the devil “by the blood of 

the Lamb and by the word of their testimony.”  Only those whose names are in “the Lamb’s book of 

life,” says the Apostle John in Revelation 21:27, may enter through the gates of the New Jerusalem. 

As we look together at Exodus 12 and 1 Corinthians 5, please allow me this morning to underscore 

two short observations.  The first has to do with Passover being the most significant event in the 

history of ancient Israel and the second has to do with God’s appointed way of salvation. 
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First: Passover ~ The Most Significant Event 

The Exodus from Egypt was the most significant event in the life of the nation of Israel.  

They changed their calendar to reflect the importance of such an event.  In Exodus 12:2 we read, 

“This month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for 

you.”  They began to number their existence from this month in which they were set free.  It was a 

day of remembrance.  So, everything was marked from that event when God brought deliverance to 

His people.  For us as Christians, our life counts only when we trust Jesus and submit to His 

Lordship. 

 

The Israelites’ identity was shaped in the Exodus event.  The word “Hebrew” means “cross 

over” or “pass through.”  Moses told the Israelites that, in coming generations, their children would 

ask them, “What does this mean?” and they were to tell them, “By strength of hand the Lord 

brought us out of Egypt”(Exodus 13.14).  Note, they were not to say, “the Lord brought our 

ancestors out”, but “the Lord brought us out.” 

 

At the Passover, the Jewish people were to remember how God (1) delivered them from 

slavery and (2) set them apart as His own people.  Their yearly meal would be a time when each 

family put itself in the place of the first families, and acknowledged their own deliverance and 

identity.  They were to remember that they were God’s rescued people.  

 

Second: There is No other Way 

There was no other way to avoid such destruction and death but to trust the blood.  The 

blood must be shed.  Even the Israelites who’ve been spared all the other plagues, will be affected 

by this one.  This time, even the Israelites need to take action. 

 

Suppose you were an Israelite being asked to sacrifice your lamb and smear its blood on the 

door for all the neighbors to see.  Would you be embarrassed by such a thought?  I am certain that 

some people felt the whole story was absurd.  But the tragedy is those who had refused to sacrifice a 

lamb, their firstborn would have died that night.  Being a Jew could not save on that fateful night.  

It’s not national origin that matters to God, but faith in God’s appointed way of salvation.  

 

In the same way, it is not our religious affiliation that matters to God.  It’s not about being 

Catholic or Baptist or Presbyterian, etc.  And it doesn’t have anything to do with our education, our 

wealth, our status, our achievements, the money we’ve made, the awards we’ve won, and it 

certainly doesn’t involve how many important people we know.  God wants to know one thing, “Do 

we have faith that the blood of Jesus can wash away all our sins?”  Jesus is the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world as John reminds us in John 1:29.  “The blood of Jesus,” reminds us 

1 John 1:7, “cleanses us from every sin.” 

 

Friends, every Israelite who accepted the offer of the substitute knew they were alive for no 

other reason than that a lamb had died in their place.  But every Israelite who refused to believe that 

the sacrifice would make any difference, or that God’s judgment wasn’t really coming, missed their 

chance to be saved.  There’s nothing worse than missing your chance at something really great.  

Jesus died on the cross as our substitute, our Passover Lamb.  As we come to the Lord’s Table 

today, may we trust what God has done for us.  May this very significant event continue to shape 

who and what we are.  In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen!   


