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“He Loved Them to the End!” 

John 13:1-17 

 

  “It was just before the Passover Festival.  Jesus knew that the hour had come for Him to 

leave this world and go to the Father.  Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved 

them to the end.”  I don’t know about you, but just hearing those words gives me goose flesh.  In 

fact, this is one of my most favorite Scripture verses.  “Having loved His own who were in the 

world, He loved them to the end.”  This is a very comforting, challenging, and strengthening 

statement.  This is a statement that takes us to the heart of the gospel of Jesus of Nazareth.  

 

Out of all of the holy days that the Church observes, it is this one, Maundy Thursday, 

where I feel the weight of the gospel most.  It is in this night that I am most troubled, to tell you 

the truth.  It is in this night that I am faced with sin, with my own sins, sins that caused the death 

of Jesus.  With all the talk about Christ’s love in tonight’s gospel reading from John chapter 13, 

it gives me pause to think: am I worthy of such love?  

 

It is the day before the Passover, the day of preparation.  This is when the lambs for the 

Passover meal would be slaughtered.  It is for the Passover that Jesus is in Jerusalem.  He, like so 

many other observant Jews, journeys to Jerusalem to celebrate that great remembrance of the 

escape from bondage and the Exodus that formed the Jews as a nation.  It was on the Passover 

Eve that Jesus had the Last Super with His disciples according to the gospel of John.  In giving 

us this background, John wants to underscore an important point: Jesus, the Lamb of God, is 

sacrificed for us and for our sins. 

 

What End Does Jesus Love us to? 

Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.”  WHAT END 

DOES JESUS LOVE US TO?  Well … the easy and probably the obvious answer is the end of 

His own death; the end about to be narrated; the end that happened at Golgotha.  But wait a 

minute.  This “end” is an unsatisfactory end because we, who live on the other side of Easter, 

know that the cross was emphatically not the end. 

 

So what other “end” is there?  Could be our own individual ends?  Surely, Jesus loves us 

to that point.  But, this too, is an unsatisfactory answer, because our own earthly deaths are not 

the end either.  They are a gateway to the larger and fuller life of communion with God.  The 

most famous hymn ever written, Amazing Grace, beautifully reminds us there is no end to that 

eternal life, ever.  In the last stanza, John Newton wrote: “When we’ve been there ten thousand 

years, bright shining as the sun, we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we had first 

begun.” 
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Then there is the end of the planet we live on.  Did Jesus mean that He loved us to the 

end of this planet?  We know that will happen at some point, whether we humans cause it or the 

star we call the sun loses its light.  But even then, we believe the words of the apostle Paul wrote 

to the Church in Rome chapter 8: “Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  That’s pretty 

definitive, if you ask me. 

 

“Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.”  I honestly 

can’t think of an “end” final enough for the love of Jesus Christ to move from the present tense 

to the past tense.  That is what this Holy Week is about.  Each day there is another end.  Jesus is 

arrested and everyone flees.  That sounds like an end.   Jesus is convicted to die.  Another 

ending.  Jesus dies on the cross.  The story is over.  The stone rolls shut on the tomb.  The End. 

 

And YET none of these is the end.  There is no end where the love of Christ is concerned.  

The love of Christ is bigger than the end.  In the first half of the gospel of John, this love heals 

the broken and raises the dead.  This love opens the minds and hearts of those who hear Jesus 

speak.  This love perseveres through the invective of his enemies.  And now this love brings 

Jesus to His knees with a basin and towel to serve His friends.  This love expands out from Jesus 

as He gives His followers a new commandment: to love each other as He loves them.  We are to 

love each other as He loves us.  This is why I am saying the love of Christ is bigger than the end. 

 

In 1 Corinthians chapter 13, Paul speaks about love.  And among those well-trod words, 

three of them ring out: “LOVE NEVER ENDS.”  So whether you are at the end of life or simply 

at the end of your rope, know this.  Jesus loves you to the end.  And because there is no final end, 

no end of ends, we can in all faith shorten that sentence to this: Jesus loves you.  He always has.  

He always will.  Why?  Because there is no end to His love. 

 

The love shown by the members of that early community of Christ’s followers would be 

a defining element.  It would be a defining sign of Christians.  Christ’s followers supported one 

another as best they could, even when the world seemed against them.  It was that love that 

helped to transform the world.  And it seems that we need that love now.  More than ever, we 

need to know.  We need to feel it.  We need to receive it.  We need to pour it out generously into 

each other’s life.  “Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.”  

Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 


