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“While It Was Still Dark!” 

John 20:1-10 

 

For us, Christians, the resurrection of Jesus is the most central, monumental event of 

history.  There is no doubt that the message of resurrection is the absolute center of our faith.  Of 

course it was the central message for the early disciples as well.  The resurrection story is 

recorded in all four of the Gospels.  John in particular notes that Mary Magdalene went to the 

tomb, “while it was still dark.”  

 

As you know, John’s Gospel is highly symbolic and multi-layered.  One of the key 

themes that runs through the Gospel of John is the theme of light and dark.  It is introduced in the 

very first paragraph of the Gospel.  John 1:3-5 reads, “In Him was life, and the life was the light 

of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” 

 

After setting that up in the first paragraph, I don’t think it’s any accident that we have the 

light/dark theme appearing here at the end.  I don’t think that John forgot whether the sun was up 

yet, and I don’t think it’s a mere historical rendering of when May showed up at the tomb.  When 

Mark says it’s dark, he means you can’t see.  When John says it’s dark, he means much more 

than physical darkness. 

 

Mary Magdalene comes to the tomb while it was still dark.  She’s the first one gets to the 

tomb and the first to see Jesus after His resurrection.  This morning I want to look very briefly at 

the story of Mary Magdalene visiting the tomb of Jesus and the fact that she shows up “While it 

was still dark.”  What is the message to us today? 

 

First: Can We Continue Pursuing Jesus? 

Like Mary, we all have had those very dark moments in our lives.  And when it’s dark 

and we can’t see what’s going on around us because there’s too much grief and pain and doubt, 

that’s the time we’re tempted to ditch God and maybe even our own God-given lives…believing 

that God is not ever going to do anything or help us, believing that God doesn’t give a flip about 

what happens to us.  It’s easy to just pull the covers over our heads and give up. 

 

But Mary has something to teach us in those times.  She went to the tomb while it was 

still dark.  Despite her terrible grief and fear, Mary got up and did something.  She went to the 

last place she knew Jesus was.  Even though it was His tomb and she knew darn well He was 

dead…she had watched it…she went.  As useless as it was, she needed to be where Jesus was to 

give her comfort in the dark. 

 

Mary shows us what faithfulness in the dark looks like.  When our prayers just seem to 

hit the ceiling and fall back down on our heads, we go to pray anyway.  When reading the Bible 
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is just so many words on a page, we read anyway.  When church seems to be just going through 

the motions with a bunch of hypocrites, we go anyway.  We go to the tomb…the place where we 

last saw Him…while it is still dark. 

 

Second: Faithfulness is Always Rewarded 

And then comes that time when we discover that God has been at work…even in the 

darkness.  It wasn’t in the papers or on the news.  Nobody saw it happen, but things are different.  

The tomb that we expected to stink with rotting flesh has been swept clean.  

 

Mary is not afraid of the dark.  She is determined that she will find Jesus in it.  And in her 

faithfulness, the scene shifts.  He is risen!  Her tears vanish.  Her prayers are answered and she 

goes out in joy as the first evangelist to tell other disciples the good news.  While it was still 

dark, Jesus shows up. 

 

He is alive!  The stone is rolled away.  The dawn has come.  The light shines in the 

darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.  It cannot overcome it.  It never has and never 

will.  That kind of Easter experience comes from being faithful in the dark.  

 

Friends, it may be still dark in your life.  Dark times come to everyone.  They even hit 

Jesus Himself.  I have been a pastor long enough to know that there is a heartache on every pew 

and that most of us suffer in silence.  No one is immune to heartache.  Whether rich or poor, we 

all carry our own bag of rocks. 

 

Friends, darkness is not a sign that you have no faith.  Darkness is the opportunity to 

show your faith as Mary Magdalene did.  It is time to pursue Jesus.  It is time to hold onto Jesus.  

It is time to remain faithful when you cannot see … when you cannot understand.  Easter 

happened in the dark.  When everybody was depressed and thought the work of God was a sham, 

God was doing the greatest work of all.  So get up…go to the tomb.  It’s empty!  He is risen!  He 

is alive.  The darkness has vanished.  The stone is rolled away.  Happy Easter First Presbyterian 

Church in Blackwood family and friends!  The Lord is risen!  The Lord is risen indeed!  

Alleluia!  Amen.  

 

 


