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Thomas: The Man Who Missed Easter! 
Genesis 17:15-22; John 20:24-29 

 

A little boy was sick on Palm Sunday so he stayed home from church with his mom.  His 

dad returned from church holding a palm branch.  The little boy was curious and asked, “Why do 

you have that palm branch, Dad?”  “You see,” replied the father, “when Jesus came into town, 

everyone laid down palm branches to honor Him, so we got palm branches today.”  The little boy 

replied, “Aw man!  I miss one Sunday and Jesus shows up!”  You never know what you’ll miss, 

so I’m glad you’re here today!   

  

Our topic this morning is about a man who missed Easter.  John tells us about Thomas, the 

twin.  After passing through a phase of doubt, unbelief, confusion and astonishment because of the 

death of their Lord, the disciples of Jesus were thrilled to know that the tomb is empty and Jesus is 

Risen indeed.  Thomas hears the good news of Christ’s resurrection, but he doesn’t believe.  He 

doubted. 

 

Doubting Thomas or Doubting Us? 

Today I would like to explore a couple reasons of Thomas’ doubts that we all can relate to.  

Before I do that, let me give you some background information of this disciple.  Thomas is 

mentioned three times in the gospel of John: John 11:16, John 14:5-6, and here in John 20:24-29.  

In John 11 and 14, Thomas seems a very loyal person to Jesus and ready to die with Him.  Thomas 

wasn’t really that doubting person.  In John 11:16 Thomas said, “Let’s go too - and die with 

Jesus.”   

 

Yes, Thomas said,  “I won’t believe it unless I see the nail wounds in his hands, put my 

fingers into them, and place my hand into the wound in his side.”  But, it was the tragedy of the 

cross that shook the foundations of his life.  The story of Thomas is ours too.  Most of us, at one 

time or another, have doubted like Thomas.  Even the best person among us will occasionally feel 

the chill of doubt’s shadow.  It could be as you bury a loved one, as you try to make sense of 

God’s presence in your life, as you work hard to mend a broken relationship, as you face a 

threating situation, or as you swim against the tide.  Most of us, from time to time, will doubt.  

Two major reasons for Thomas’ doubt and ours: 

 

First: A Lack of Understanding Led to Thomas’ Doubts 

Yes Thomas was one of Christ’s disciples, but he didn’t fully understand the message of 

Christ.  He couldn’t wrap his head around the fact that Jesus will be crucified and die.  On the 

night before the crucifixion, Jesus told the disciples that He was going to prepare a place for them 

and that He would come again to take them to be with Him.  He told them that they knew the way 

where He was going.  But Thomas didn’t understand, so he blurted out in John 14:5, “Lord, we do 

not know where You are going, how do we know the way?”  It was definitely a lack of 

understanding.   



 

 2 

 

A lack of understanding led to doubt.  Friends, a great deal of our battles with doubt have 

been due to a lack of understanding.  In Isaiah 55:8-9, the Prophet Isaiah says, “For my thoughts 

are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord.  “As the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

 

Even though Jesus repeatedly had told the disciples in advance that He would be crucified, 

it didn’t sink in.  The disciples had expected the Messiah to be a conquering King.  A crucified 

Messiah wasn’t their expectation.  When Thomas saw the badly mangled body of Jesus on the 

cross, it sent him into shock.  His emphasis on the wounds of Jesus in John 20:25 shows how 

deeply it affected him.  The bloody holes in Jesus’ hands and feet, the gory spear wound in His 

side, and Jesus’ disfigurement from the scourging and the crown of thorns, haunted Thomas after 

the crucifixion and fed his doubts.  Thomas’ doubts are ours too.  In Judges 6:13, Gideon said, 

“Pardon me, my Lord.  But if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us.” 

 

Second: Isolation From Fellow Believers Fueled Thomas’ Doubts  

A second reason for Thomas’ doubts was his isolation from the other believers.  We don’t 

know for certain why Thomas was absent from the other disciples that first Sunday when Jesus 

appeared to them.  For whatever reason, Thomas was not there and so missed out on this blessing.  

Thomas missed Easter because he missed the gathering of the disciples!  I think this is a reminder 

that there will always be a special blessing when God’s people come together.  Obviously, we 

should make it our aim to attend as many meetings as possible “not giving up our meeting 

together” as Hebrews 10:25 admonishes us.   

 

When Thomas finally did see the other disciples, they told him that they had seen the risen 

Lord!  How would you feel if you missed church because you were depressed or doubting and we 

all told you, “Hey, you really missed a blessing!  Jesus appeared to us last Sunday!”  Friends, even 

though we’re often bugged by other believers, the fact is, we need to be here.  Whenever we 

separate ourselves from the Christian fellowship, we make ourselves vulnerable to doubt. 

 

Friends, some of us may be going through some doubts right now.  You may be wrestling 

with difficult issues.  It could be unanswered prayer.  They could be doubts related to issues of 

sufferings.  Whatever the source of your doubt might be, the Lord understands it.  When Jesus 

appeared to Thomas, did He criticize him?  Did He put him down?  Did He yell at him?  Did He 

scold him?  Did He rebuke him?  No.  Not at all.  He allowed Thomas to take the test he 

suggested; that he touch his wounds.  He said, “Put your fingers here and see my hands.  Put your 

hand into the wound in my side.  Don’t be faithless any longer.  Believe!”  Jesus opened His arms 

in love to Thomas, and Thomas believed.  He said, “My Lord and my God.”   

 

Friends, when we wrestle with our own doubts, let’s remember that “God is not a man that 

He should lie; neither the son of man that He should repent” Numbers 23:19.  Abraham wrestled 

with the fulfillment of God’s promises to him to be the father of great nation, “Yet he did not 

waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave 

glory to God” as Romans 4:20 reminds us.  When you wrestle with your own doubts, do not 

isolate yourself from the Christian fellowship.  In fact, this is when you need it the most.  “For 

there the Lord bestows His blessing, even life forevermore” as Psalm 133:3 says.   In the Name of 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen!    


