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Sermon Notes (Sunday April 30
th

, 2017) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor  

 What Happens After Easter? 

 Proverbs 1:20-33; Matthew 28:16-20 

  

The boss of a big company needed to call one of his employees about an urgent problem 

with one of the main computers.  He dialed the employee’s home telephone number and was 

greeted with a child’s whispered, “Hello?”  The boss asked, “Is your Daddy home?”  “Yes,” 

whispered the small voice.  “May I talk with him?” the boss asked.  To the surprise of the boss, 

the small voice whispered, “No.” 

 

Wanting to talk with an adult, the boss asked, “Is your Mommy there?”  “Yes,” came the 

answer.  “May I talk with her?”  Again, the small voice whispered, “No.”  Knowing that it was 

not likely that a young child would be left home alone, the boss decided he would just leave a 

message with the person who should be there watching over the child.  “Is there anyone there 

besides you?” the boss asked the child.  “Yes,” whispered the child, “a policeman.” 

 

Wondering what a cop would be doing at his employee’s home, the boss asked, “May I 

speak with the policeman?”  “No, he is busy,” whispered the child.  “Busy doing what?” asked 

the boss.  “Talking to Daddy and Mommy and the Fireman,” came the whispered answer.  

Growing concerned and even worried as he heard what sounded like a helicopter through the ear 

piece on the phone, the boss asked, “What is that noise?”  “A hello-copper,” answered the 

whispering voice.  “What is going on there?” asked the boss, now alarmed.  In an awed 

whispering voice, the child answered, “The search team just landed the hello-copper!” 

 

Alarmed, concerned and more than just a little frustrated, the boss asked, “Why are they 

there?”  Still whispering, the young voice replied (along with a muffled giggle), “They are 

looking for me!”  Like this boy, sometimes I feel we keep hiding from the Lord and He keeps 

looking for us.  He wants us to enjoy His fellowship and to share the good news of the risen Lord 

with those around us.  We know we have a job to do, yet we get complacent and we forget our 

responsibility as witnesses of God’s amazing grace.  In my opinion, the one major difference 

between a growing congregation and a declining congregation is how seriously the followers of 

Christ live the Great Commission.  What should be happening after Easter?  What are we going 

to do with Easter?  What did the disciples of Jesus do with Easter?  Two very short observations: 

 

First: They Took Christ’s Message to the Core 

  Have you ever compared the disciples of Jesus before and after the resurrection?  Yes, 

they were the same people with the same names, but a different kind of passion for Christ’s 

message was born anew in their lives.  After the resurrection, they literally scattered in the four 

corners of the earth proclaiming the good news to the poor, the freedom for the prisoners, 

recovery of the sight of the blind, and God’s love to the broken hearted.  Their commitment to 

this mission was amazing.  Do you know what is lacking in our lives today?  You and I can be 

committed until it becomes inconvenient and uncomfortable.  
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The NBC recently did a report on the “New Vegetarians.”  Wikipedia calls it, “Semi-

vegetarianism.”  Christy Pug, age 28 captured the report “I usually eat vegetarian.  But I really 

like Bacon.”  She represents a growing number of people who refer to themselves as 

“flexitarians.”  Most of the time they will refuse to eat meat, but once in a while they make an 

exception.  Christy explains it this way, “I really like vegetarian food, but I’m not 100 percent 

committed.”  Flexitarian is a good way to describe how many people today view their 

commitments.  Flexitarians are committed until it becomes inconvenient and uncomfortable.  So 

when the special is Filet Mignon then our commitments can be adjusted.  And that’s the way 

many Christians.   

 

Second: They Invited Others into Their Fellowship 
 The gospels and the rest of the New Testament are emphatic that Jesus instructed His 

followers to “make disciples of all nations” Matthew 28:!9.  From the very beginning, it appears, 

this was Jesus’ intention for His followers.  Jesus’ first challenge to the Galilean fisherman 

Simon Peter, for example, was for him to follow Jesus and He would make him “a fisher of 

men.”  Jesus taught His disciples one day that, “The kingdom of Heaven is like a net that was 

thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind.”  We are to cast the net whenever we get a 

chance and leave the rest on God. 

 

Within weeks of Easter, then, Jesus’ followers were inviting everyone who would listen 

into their fellowship.  According to Acts, after Simon Peter’s sermon to the crowds gathered at 

Pentecost, “about three thousand” people joined the community in a single day.  This is 

surprising because in the ancient world religious groups were often exclusive. 

 

Rodney Stark, was a long time Professor of Sociology of Religion at the University of 

Washington.  He points out that the phenomenal growth of the Christian movement can be 

explained, at least partially, by the welcoming attitude of Jesus’ followers towards groups 

scorned by other religious movements, such as women, slaves, Samaritans, and foreigners. 

 

Stark estimates that the Jesus movement grew at the rate of about 40 percent per decade, 

from an initial 1,000 followers to roughly 217,000 followers at the end of the second century, to 

almost 34 million in AD 350, to 2 over billion today. 

 

Not surprisingly, the rapid growth of the Christian Church was also due in large part to 

the other steps the disciples of Jesus took after Easter – their willingness to patiently answer the 

skepticism of their critics, break bread with strangers, search the scriptures and take care of the 

sick.  These, more than anything, proclaimed to the world what Jesus and His followers were all 

about.  It is something worth pondering for us as Christians today. 

  

  Friends, the Easter message does not end with the resurrection, but continues on as 

Christ’s followers in every age live with the hope found in the message and life of Jesus. It is 

with this very hope that I am leaving today to Egypt to represent all of you.  The message that 

lingers long after Easter is that we are called and invited to take Christ’s message to the core.  

We are called and invited to invite others into our Christian fellowship.  We are freed to live the 

life of hope.  May we do so this day and every day.  Amen! 


