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Bread Upon the Waters! #2 

Ecclesiastes 11:1-6; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9  

 

Today we continue our meditations on one of the most wonderful and timeless messages of 

the Scripture.  This message is given to us in Ecclesiastics 11:1-6 by King Solomon, the wisest 

man ever lived on the face of this earth.  In Ecclesiastes, Solomon calls himself the “Preacher.”  

And in chapter 11, he gives us one of the most practical advices we shall ever need.  In 

Ecclesiastes 11:1, the Scripture says, “Cast your bread upon the waters, for you will find it after 

many days.”   

 

Often times, you and I are tempted to quit.  When we do not see quick results, we are 

tempted to quit.  When we try to mend a broken relationship and see no signs of improvement, we 

are tempted to quit.  When we plant and expect a plentiful harvest and it does not come right way, 

we get discouraged and we quit.  We pray for someone or something, but when our prayers are not 

answered, or at least we think so, we quit praying.  When we live faithfully before the Lord 

extending love and showing grace to all, but the outcome is negligence and disgrace from others, 

our normal reaction is to give up. 

 

But the “Preacher’s” advice in Ecclesiastes 11:1 comes in handy, “Cast your bread upon 

the waters, for you will find it after many days.”  Last week I said that the Scripture here urges us 

to take action and not to be paralyzed by the unseen results of our work but to seize every 

opportunity to work diligently and leave the rest on the Lord.  At the same time, the Preacher 

warns us against inaction.  Never wait for ideal conditions because simply they won’t come.  In 

Ecclesiastics 11:4 the Preacher says, “He who observes the wind will not sow, and he who regards 

the clouds will not reap.”  In other words, waiting for ideal conditions is not practical.  Do not be 

paralyzed by your inaction, but take action.  As we continue examining Ecclesiastes 11:1-6, please 

allow me to share two more observations with you this morning: 

 

Third: Recognize the Providence of God (11:5) 

We do not know what the future holds.  But as Christians we have to walk by faith, and not 

by sight.  We have to trust in the sovereignty of God.  Ecclesiastes 11:5 gives us an example from 

human development.  Verse 5 reads, “As you do not know the way the spirit comes to the bones in 

the womb of a woman with child, so you do not know the work of God who makes everything.”  

The Preacher is simply saying that we do not know how life comes into existence.  We know that 

God is the author of life.  And we also know something of the physical mechanics of the process.  

But, we do not know exactly how life is created.  That belongs to the domain of God.  This is a 

mystery beyond our ability to investigate and comprehend.    

 

The universe is full of mysteries.  Think about the persecuted Church.  Why does the 

persecuted Church seem to produce more spiritual fruit than we do?  What on earth is God doing?  

As we consider such questions, we find ourselves agreeing with the Preacher’s testimony that we 



 

 2 

“do not know the work of God who makes everything.”  

  

My friends, we can learn how to present and share the gospel, but we do not know how to 

create faith in the life of someone who is away from God.  We cannot make a person experience 

the new birth.  We have no control over these things, but we must trust in the sovereignty of God.  

We can plant the seeds.  We can water them.  But God gives the growth, as Paul says in 1 

Corinthians 3:7. 

 

Fourth: Use Every Opportunity to Work (11:6) 

Finally, the Preacher commands us to use every opportunity to work.  When we consider 

the providence of God, we are encouraged to do our part too.  Even though we do not know what 

God is doing, or how He will accomplish His purposes, we are called to trust the sovereignty of 

God.  And so the Preacher concludes with a command in verse 6, “In the morning sow your seed, 

and at evening withhold not your hand, for you do not know which will prosper, this or that, or 

whether both alike will be good.” 

 

Some people use the providence of God as an excuse for doing nothing.  “God will 

provide!”  Or, “God will save,” they say.  And so they do nothing.  But the Preacher does not 

agree with that approach to life.  He affirms that God is sovereign over everything, including all 

the things we “do not know.”  Nevertheless, it is precisely because God is sovereign that He 

commands us to use every opportunity to work.  It is because we do not know what God will 

prosper that we are to use every opportunity to work.  This knowledge that God is sovereign 

should motivate us to work together to accomplish His purposes.   

 

Friends, because we live in a culture that feeds off of instant gratification, it has become 

extremely difficult to patiently wait for something.  How easily and quickly we give up on things 

we have to wait for.  Those words “after many days” are not words we particularly like to hear.  

God is promising us if we will patiently keep casting our bread upon the waters, He will 

eventually bring bountiful harvest back to us in ways we never dreamed.  

 

Frustrated parents, keep casting bread upon the waters.  Discouraged husbands … 

discouraged wives, keep casting bread upon the waters.  Right now, all your good deeds … all 

your kind words … all your persistent prayers … all your Christian influence, may appear to be in 

vain.  But God has promised us that if we will “Keep casting our bread upon the water, in many 

days He will cause it come back to us in the form of great blessings we never thought possible. 

 

For many years a Gold Prospector in California dug day after day in hopes of “striking it 

rich.”  With little to show for his efforts, the man gave up, and died a poor man.  Ironically, years 

later, the largest gold nugget that has ever been unearthed was found just three feet from where the 

Gold Prospector had stopped digging.  How many of us have prayed and prayed for something and 

after awhile we just gave up, thinking God wasn’t going to answer our prayers?  How many times 

have we given up when perhaps if we had prayed just one more time, one more day, we would 

have received what we had been praying for?  Children of God, let’s be diligent in sowing the 

seeds of the Word of God.  It will come back after many days.  In the Name of the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 


