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First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood 

21 E. Church Street 

Blackwood, NJ 08012  

Sermon Notes (Sunday May 28, 2017) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

“How Lovely is Your Dwelling Place, Lord Almighty!” 

Psalm 84:1-4; Hebrews 10:19-31 

 

Faith in Christ is a gift of God; a gift that needs to be maintained.  In His grace and wisdom, 

God has provided ways by which we can regularly have our faith in God’s promises fortified.  

Historically, we have referred to these ways of strengthening our faith as the ordinary means of grace.  

Prayer, worship, the preaching of the Word, and the Sacraments (Baptism and Communion) are not 

elaborate or fancy methods of giving us what we need to confirm our trust in Christ.  To an outside 

observer, they do not seem special at all.  After all, they make use of rather common things such as 

human speech, the gathering of believers, water, bread and wine.  But by faith and the work of the 

Holy Spirit, these common elements are used to do an uncommon work — the confirmation of our 

trust in Jesus and the strengthening of our wills to flee from sin and rest in Christ alone.  

 

Worship -- there is much we can say about worship.  After all, the most important activity the 

church does in the world is offering worship to the One Triune God.  Worship is so central to our life 

together.  Unfortunately, this is not the way lots of people view worship today.  Keeping the Sabbath 

holy has always been an important part of God’s covenant with His people.  Psalm 84 is an amazing 

piece that give us a glimpse of the importance of worship.  This psalm was written by the sons of 

Korah and centers around describing a love for being in the presence of God.  Let me introduce my 

sermon this morning with a letter that was sent to a Pastor.  The letter goes like this: 

 

Dear Pastor, 

You often stress attendance at worship as being very important for a Christian, but I think a 

person has a right to miss now and then.  I think every person ought to be excused for the following 

reasons and the number of times indicated: Christmas (Sunday before or after); New Year (Party 

lasted too long); Easter (Get away for holidays) July 4
th

 (National holiday); Labor Day (Need to get 

away); Memorial Day (Visit hometown); School Closing (Kids need break); School Opens (One last 

fling); Family Reunions (Mine & wife's); Sleep late (Saturday night activities); Deaths in Family; 

Anniversary (Second honeymoon); Sickness (One per family member); Business Trips (A must); 

Vacation (Three weeks); Bad Weather (Ice, snow, rain, clouds); Unexpected Company (Can't walk 

out); Time changes (Spring ahead; fall back); Special on TV (Super Bowl, etc.).  Pastor -- that leaves 

only two Sundays per year.  So, you can count on us to be in church on the fourth Sunday in February 

and the third Sunday in August unless providentially hindered.   

 

Sincerely,  

A Faithful Member 

 

I would like to share with you this morning a single thought based on Psalm 84 and Hebrews 10:  

 

First: Being in God’s Presence Should Be our Utmost Joy 

The psalmist perceives the dwelling place of the Lord as lovely.  Psalm 84:1-2 says, “How 
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lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!  My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the 

Lord; my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.”  God’s people ought to love the Church, 

the House of God.  We show our love for the church by being present as we read in Hebrews 10:25.  

The psalmist is describing not a mere love for God, but an appetite for God.  His spirit, his soul, and 

his flesh longs for God. 

 

Verse 3 goes on to describe how even the birds find a home in the dwelling place of God. 

This pictures the presence of God as an inviting place to come, not a place of fear.  The creation of 

God is depicted as enjoying being in God’s presence.  In verse 4, he continues: “Blessed are those 

who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise!” Those who can always be in God’s presence 

have a great blessing and a great advantage. 

 

How many of us feel the way the psalmist feels about being in God’s presence?  How many 

of us look at being in God’s presence as an opportunity rather than a duty?  How many of us joyfully 

long to worship the Lord?  Too often we are the exact opposite.  Why is it that there are so few 

people here at our worship service showing their desire to study and learn from the Word of God?  

Why is it that so many only want to give God one meager hour, rather than longing to spend as much 

time as possible in worship?  The psalmist describes a longing to be in the courts of the Lord, singing 

praises of joy to the Lord.  We must develop this same love to be in the presence of the Lord. 

 

Look at verse 10: “For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.”  A day in 

God’s presence worshiping is better than a thousand doing other things.  I believe our desires reflect 

the opposite of this statement.  We would rather do anything else than be in God’s presence.  Our 

desire reflects our sinful condition.  The psalmist is not pictured as wanting to know when we can 

leave the temple courts!  He is not looking at his watch wanting to get out of there.  The psalmist 

does not want to be near God as little as possible.  Yet these are the things we do, again reflecting our 

spiritual condition. 

 

“For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.  I would rather be a doorkeeper 

in the house of my God than live in the tents of wickedness” ~ says Psalm 84:10.  The psalmist says 

that he would rather be inconvenienced so as to be near the house of God rather than be in the 

comfort of tents but not near the Lord.  Verse 11 and 12 show the reasoning behind his actions.  “For 

the Lord God is a sun and shield; he bestows favor and honor.  No good thing does the Lord withhold 

from those who walk uprightly.  O Lord of hosts, happy is everyone who trusts in you.”  God will 

bless us when we make this choice.  We are not disciples of Jesus when we do not have this desire to 

worship and serve the Lord that the psalmist describes in this song. 

 

Friends, there are many reasons why we should love being in the house of the Lord.  It is right 

here where we find hope.  It is right here where we find help.  It is right here where we find 

fellowship and friendship.  It is right here where we find companionship and understanding.  It is 

right here where we offer ourselves to God and revive Him anew.  It is right here where we find the 

strength we need for our journey.  I am grateful for the desire the Lord has placed in my heart to be in 

His House when the doors are opened!  “I rejoiced,” says Psalm 122:1, “with those who said to me, 

“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”  I hope you also will rejoice when I, or a brother or sister in 

Christ, remind you no to neglect the fellowship of believers.  I hope you will invite others to taste and 

see how that Lord is good.  Make it the priority of your life – the highlight of your week.  In the 

Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 


