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“The Friend at Midnight!” 

Psalm 78:1-8; Luke 11:1-13 

 

A mother was out walking with her 4-year-old daughter.  The child picked up something 

off the ground and started to put it into her mouth.  The mother took it away and said, “Don’t do 

that!”  “Why not?” asked the little girl.  “Because it’s on the ground,” said her mother.  “You don’t 

know where it’s been.  It’s dirty, and it’s probably loaded with germs that could make you sick.” 

 

The child looked at her mother with total admiration and said, “Mommy, how do you 

know all this stuff?  You’re so smart, Mommy!”  The mother said, “All Moms know this stuff.  

It’s on the Mom’s Test.  You have to know it or they don’t let you be a Mom.”  There was silence 

for a minute or so as the child thought this through.  “Oh, I get it,” said the little girl at last.  “And 

if you don’t pass the test you have to be the Daddy?”  Yet, I know for sure there are some very 

fine Dads in our congregation and we want to honor them today.  After all, it’s not easy being a 

Dad.  I think one of the greatest qualities of godly dads is a strong prayer life.  It is that trust when 

we come to the end of our robe, there is still hope in the ONE whose power is unimaginable. 

 

The Prayer Life of Jesus 

The gospel of Luke has more references to the prayer life of Jesus than any other gospel.  

In fact, there are at least 13 times in Luke where we read about Jesus praying, or encouraging 

others to pray.  One such occurrence is in our text today.  Luke says in chapter 11:1, “He was 

praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach 

us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”  From the example of Jesus, the disciples knew of the 

importance of prayer and they wanted to learn from Him this secret of spiritual power and 

wisdom.   

 

They also had the example of John the Baptist, for they made reference to the way he 

taught his disciples to pray.  We usually think of John the Baptist as a prophet, and yet our Lord’s 

disciples remembered him as a man of prayer.  All of the really great servants of God have been 

men and women of prayer.  And yet, the disciples felt so inadequate in regard to prayer that they 

did not ask, “Teach us how to pray,” but “teach us to pray.”  They not only needed instruction; 

they also needed motivation to spend more time in prayer.  I believe we do need the same.  This 

morning I would like to spend a few minutes with a story that Jesus told his disciples and one 

short application. 

 

The Story ~ Luke 11:5-8 

As a response to the disciples’ request, Jesus tells a story (an illustration) to encourage His 

disciples to be bold and persistent in their prayers.  Jesus told a story that could happen to anyone.  

A friend arrives at your door late in the evening.  He is hungry and tired from the journey.  He 

expects lodging and food, which was commonly given.  In that day, you could not run to a store, 

or to a late night drive through at MacDonald’s!  They didn’t have freezers or refrigerators full of 
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food.  Where do you go?  You go to a friend’s or a neighbor’s house.  

 

At any rate, even though it was late, this man knocked at his friend’s door, woke him up, 

and asked for food for his guest.  Luke says in 11:5-6, “Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a 

friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.”  It’s dark inside and the door is 

bolted shut.  The family would all be sleeping together in one place.  The guy inside says, “Do not 

bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up 

and give you anything.”  But the “friend” keeps on knocking and asking!  Finally the guy in bed 

realizes that the quickest route to getting back to sleep is to get up and give him what he is after. 

 

The Application 

Then Jesus gives an initial application in Luke 11:8 before expanding on it in 11:9-10.
  
In 

Luke 11:8 Jesus says, “I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he 

is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.”  

We are to approach God with bold persistence, knowing that as a loving Father, He will provide 

for our spiritual good.  “So I say to you,” Jesus said in Luke 11:9-10, “Ask, and it will be given to 

you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.  For everyone who 

asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be 

opened.”  We are to approach God with boldness, persistence, and assurance. 

 

We should recognize, however, the stark contrast between the man in bed and God.  The 

man in bed was asleep, whereas God never sleeps.  The man in bed did not want to be disturbed, 

whereas our requests do not disturb God.  The midnight request probably put a strain on the 

relationship between these two friends, whereas our midnight requests do not strain our 

relationship with God.  Jesus’ point is that we should be boldly persistent in bringing our requests 

to God at any hour and in any situation.  If a cranky friend responds to this kind of bold 

persistence, how much more will your Friend and Father in heaven respond!  

 

Dads … Men of God … Be Encouraged to Pray 

Jesus encourages us to pray to a loving Father who graciously and generously meets the 

needs of His children.  “How abundant are the good things that You’ve stored up for those who 

fear You,” says the Psalmist in Psalm 31:19.  A father meets the needs of his children – not to 

avoid shame – but to express love.  A few months ago, I came across this poem that sums it all up.  

The poem entitled: “Go On”.  It goes like this: One step won’t take you very far; You’ve got to 

keep on walking;  One word won’t tell folks who you are; You’ve got to keep on talking; One inch 

won’t make you very tall; You’ve got to keep on growing; One deed won’t do it all; You’ve got to 

keep on going.  I might add – One prayer won’t keep you close; You’ve got to keep on praying. 

 

Friends, let’s never give up on our children.  Let’s never give up on a generation that will 

honor God and carry the torch.  The great British Preacher Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892) once 

wrote: “By perseverance the snail reached the Ark.”  By prayers, the impossible will happen.  

George Bernard Shaw wrote; “When I was a young man I observed that nine out ten things I did 

were failures.  I didn’t want to be a failure, so I did ten times more work.”  What we need to do is 

to try more; try harder trusting the transformative power of the gospel of Jesus of Nazareth.  

Happy Father’s Day, men of God.  God bless you al!  In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit.  Amen! 

 


