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“Four Phrases, Eight Letters to Live By” 

Deuteronomy 4:5-9 

Hebrews 8:6-13 

 In today’s Bible reading, God said He will start a new covenant with His 

people.  And He did. 

 Fast forward to today’s world.  What did we learn?  How to care for each 

other?  Do we?  Are we better off now than when we were growing up?  

Remember these sayings:  Sit up straight.  Stop fidgeting.  Pay attention, I’m 

not going to tell you again.  Just you wait till your father gets home.  He is NOT 

going to be happy.  Homework done?  Bed made?  Elbows off the table.  Stop 

playing with your food.  There are children overseas that would be happy with 

that stuff in front of you.  I am sure you could add to this list. 

 Where did we go wrong?  And while I mention it, I am sure our parents 

said the exact same thing.  No respect.  What is wrong with you?  Sound 

familiar? 

 In today’s world, everyone has their noses in their iPhones texting, 

playing games, etc.  Talk to each other?  No such thing.  Don’t bother me, I am 

busy. 

Where did we go wrong?  Have things changed that much?  Absolutely, 

but not enough to overlook proper manners and caring about our neighbors 

and friends.  Pay attention to details?  No one does that anymore.  Care for 

each other?  Not my job.  

 Therefore, I am hoping we can resurrect these four phrases with eight 

letters in each one:    

  First phrase:  THANK YOU.  A very small saying, but it means a lot.  

Forgot? Guess what - the next thing that would happen to you is a bop on the 

head with the question, “Did you forget to say something?” 

 Second phrase:  I AM SORRY.  Hurt someone by either words or deeds 

and after you got done you had better say I AM SORRY and mean it. 

 Number three:  Time for bed. Say your prayers, no TV and no excuses 

and be sure to say GOD BLESS YOU as you would go through the names of 

family and friends. Sometimes Mom or Dad would check up and make sure you 



were doing it right. Not tired? Just start adding the dog, cat, birds, etc. at least 

until our parents would say, “and everyone else. Say ‘amen’ and go to sleep.” 

Number four:  I LOVE YOU.  These are three little words, but boy do they 

mean a lot. They solve a multitude of sins.  Try it and you will see, but you 

really must mean it.  And remember never, never go to sleep mad.  If anything 

happened during the night, you would never forgive yourself. 

Forgive and forget.  Put it in God’s hands.  Some things are beyond our 

comprehension or power to make changes, and there are always other things 

for us to get hold of.  God is definitely the answer.  He is waiting.  Are you 

ready? 

 Four phrases of eight letters each. God is there for us, waiting.  Are we 

big enough to admit and accept His love and guidance?  I sure hope so. We 

need each other and there is no exception.  Thank You and God Bless each and 

every one of us and extend His blessing to all the world. 

 

 Charles Miller, Elder 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


