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“Samson: The Restoration of a Fallen Hero!” 

Judges 16:18-30; Hebrews 11:32-34 

 

Have you ever heard of the monkeys’ trap?  In certain countries, hunters capture monkeys 

using a very simple yet a very effective trap.  Hunters make a hole in a hollow tree and put a 

banana, a nut, or something attractive to monkeys in it.  The hole is big enough for the monkey’s 

hand to go in, but not for its fist to come out.  A monkey would then reach in and grab the 

banana.  It then tries to pull its hand out while grabbing on to the banana to no avail.  Its closed 

fist would be too big for the hole.  For the monkey to be able to pull its hand out, it has to drop 

the banana.  But hunters are well aware that monkey wouldn’t let go of the banana and that the 

monkeys would rather end up in eternal captivity and sometimes death rather than let go of the 

banana.  The story of Samson is a sad example of this very truth as we will see today.  

 

Three Sundays ago, I started delivering some messages from the Book of Hebrews 

chapter 11.  Hebrews chapter 11 is one of the most well-known chapters in the whole entire 

Bible.  It is known as “God’s Hall of Faith.”  My hope this summer is to introduce to us some of 

the less-famous, less-preached on, and unlikely heroes of faith in Hebrews 11.  The last two 

Sundays we had the chance to look at the life of Rahab and the life of Barak, son of Abinoam, 

two unlikely heroes of faith.  Samson is our character this morning.   

 

Samson: Another Unlikely Hero 

When the writer of Hebrews listed the Old Testament heroes of faith, he included 

Samson in Hebrews 11:32, “And what more should I say?  For time would fail me to tell of 

Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets.”  Really?  Samson?  

Samson among the heroes of faith?  Chapters 13 through 16 of the Book of Judges, of which 

we’ve only read a small part this morning, tell the story of Samson, the last “judge” of Israel 

before Israel became a monarchy, ruled by a king.  In this period before the monarchy, Israel’s 

king was supposed to be God.  So, what is the story of Samson? 

 

First: Samson ~ A Man with a Tremendous Potential 

One of the saddest stories in all of Scripture is the story of Samson.  Here was a man with 

tremendous potential.  The angel of the Lord appears to a godly Israelite couple who have been 

unable to have children.  The angel tells Manoah’s wife that she will miraculously conceive a 

son and that he will be set apart to God from birth.  He is to be a Nazarite, one whose dedication 

to God is to be demonstrated in his lifestyle and in his hair being uncut. 

 

Samson had godly parents, his birth was supernatural, he had supernatural strength, and 

over all, the Lord's favor.  He literally had more gifts and more advantages than anyone else in 

his era.  He was born and called and used by God to serve as a living picture of divine 

deliverance.  Everything about him was amazing.   
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How disappointing it is to see someone who has so much promise, extremely gifted in an 

area or many areas, yet never make use of their gifts for good.  We’ve seen good young people 

with great potential and adults make poor choices when they knew better, that led them down a 

path they should not have gone.  Those decisions to not pursue their “potential” sometimes end 

up in a “wasted life.”  A life filled with regrets that looks back and says “if only.”  “If only I had 

gone to school . . .”  “If only I had never gone to that party . . .”  “If only I had said no . . .”  “If 

only I had chosen better friends . . .” 

 

Samson “pursued” relationships but with the wrong people.  He goes out of his way to 

Timnah, Gaza and the Valley of Sorek. He lacked the discipline of a Nazarite.  He couldn’t 

control his fleshly desires.  His problem was not a lack of knowledge.  It was a lack of 

obedience.  We all want good relationships; they don’t just happen.  We must be proactive in 

surrounding ourselves with people who will bring us and keep us close to God.  Samson is a 

classic example of wasted opportunity.  He stands as a warning about the dangers of compromise 

and worldliness.  The great Puritan pastor and theologian John Owen (1616-1683) famously said, 

“Always be killing sin, or sin will be killing you.”   

 

Second: God’s Grace is Greater Than All our Sins 
Samson is a classic example of wasted opportunity, yet, he is a reminder that God’s grace 

is greater than all our sin.  Samson is expressly named in Hebrews 11:32, among the great heroes 

of faith.  And that is so significant.  Samson is a hero, not because of what he did; not because of 

his supernatural strength; but because of his faith.   

 

When we read in Scripture about Samson’s moral failures, the lesson we’re supposed to 

draw from this is NOT primarily a lesson about human failures; it is a marvelous example of the 

wonder of divine grace, which is capable of winning unimaginable victory in the midst of the 

most crushing kind of defeat.  In 1918  Haldor Lillenas wrote, “Wonderful grace of Jesus, 

Greater than all my sin; How shall my tongue describe it, Where shall its praise begin?  Taking 

away my burden, Setting my spirit free; For the wonderful grace of Jesus reaches me.” 

 

If we lose sight of that, we will miss the whole point of the gospel.  The gospel is the 

Good News about what Christ has done to redeem us; it’s not a list of duties we’re supposed to 

perform for him.  It’s about the righteousness of Christ, provided by grace through faith for 

sinners who have no real righteousness of their own.  In Mark 2:17, Jesus says, “Those who are 

well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, 

but sinners.”  And throughout Samson’s life, he kept manifesting the symptoms of sin-sickness. 

Yet, he is being remembered today as a redeemed man.  Yes, Samson continually got entangled 

by sins of the flesh and he stumbled over and over, but he is being celebrated today as restored 

hero. 

 

The story of Samson is a story of God’s grace and how He loves us even in the midst of 

defeat and disgrace.  This story is about the goodness of God to someone who's fallen over, 

fallen down.  We are not beyond the reach of God no matter where we are today.  The best days 

of our life could be still ahead of us if we’re in the hands of God.  You have one life – don’t 

waste it!”  In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen!  

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Hebrews%2011.32

