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Sunday Sermon Notes (July 30, 2017) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

“Lessons from the Life of Jephthah!” 

Judges 11:1-11; Hebrews 11:32-34 

 

Unlikely Heroes – this has been the topic of our summer sermon series.  We are looking 

together at the Book of Hebrews chapter 11 ~ a chapter that is known as  “God’s Hall of Faith.”   I 

am not preaching about the famous heroes of faith we encounter in Hebrews 11 such as Noah, 

Abraham, Joseph, and Moses, rather, I chose to preach about the ones who are unlikely to be included 

among the heroes of faith in Hebrews 11; people like Rahab the prostitute, Barak, and Samson.  Who 

could’ve imagined in their wildest imaginations that people like Rahab, Barak, and Samson, would 

make it to the Hebrews Hall of Faith?  Indeed, faith is the victory. 

 

This morning I would like to introduce to us another unlikely hero of faith, Jephthah of 

Gilead.  If I were to contrast two of our unlikely heroes of faith, Samson and Jephthah are almost 

opposite images of each other.  On one hand, Samson was born with a silver spoon in his 

mouth...godly parents, born with God’s favor, set apart from birth as a Nazirite, supernatural strength, 

a call of God on his life to serve and save God’s people from the hands of their oppressors.  Samson 

was born with all the potential you can imagine.  He was born with the greatest spiritual and physical 

advantages of his era.  

 

Jephthah of Gilead, on the other hand, did not have any of these advantages.  He is the son of 

a prostitute.  He was unwanted child and unloved brother.  You can bet growing up the townsfolk 

helped him remember everyday who his momma was.  Jephthah seems to be the oldest son so the 

other brothers band together and ran him off.  Jephthah was a man with no potential and no future. 

 

But in later life those differences seem to have reversed themselves.  Samson squandered 

every blessing like he was trying to live beneath his birthright.  But Jephthah of Gilead was a great 

warrior.  He refused to be a victim.  He never said: poor me … nobody loves me … everybody hates 

me … my life stinks … I’ve had it so hard nobody understands … it’s never gonna get better.  As we 

look at the life of Jephthah today, I would like to underscore two important observations.  How did 

Jephthah become that mighty warrior in spite of his humble beginnings?  What road did he travel? 

 

First: Jephthah’s Journey is Marked and Traveled Only By Grace Through Faith 

Jephthah’s journey is marked by grace through faith.  “Jephthah the Gileadite,” says Judges 

11:1, “was a mighty warrior. His father was Gilead; his mother was a prostitute.”  This single verse 

gives us the complexity of Jephthah’s situation ~ a son of a prostitute and a mighty warrior.  What 

road did he travel to get from illegitimate son on the run to a “mighty warrior”?  Jephthah’s journey is 

marked and traveled only by grace through faith.  It is our faith in God that makes all the difference.  

The Lord sent Jephthah to deliver His people from the hands of their oppressors.  God sent him and 

he obeyed as we know from the account of Samuel in 1 Samuel 12:11. 

 

The Israelites again are facing a great danger.  The Ammonites began their war against Israel.  

When the Ammonites attacked, the elders of Gilead sent for Jephthah in the land of Tob.  In Judges 
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11:6 we read,  “Come,” they said, “be our commander, so we can fight the Ammonites.”  And this is 

how Jephthah burst onto the scene.  Jephthah’s answer to the elders of Gilead is amazing.  In Judges 

11:9 we read, “Jephthah answered, “Suppose you take me back to fight the Ammonites and the Lord 

gives them to me—will I really be your head?”  It is the Lord who gives us victory.  Jephthah knows 

he cannot deliver God’s people in his own strength.  Jephthah isn’t going to fight where God is not 

going to prevail.  Jephthah isn’t going to go where God says “No”. 

 

From illegitimate son on the run to a “mighty warrior” is a journey that can be travelled only 

by grace through faith.  There is nothing naturally in Jephthah that makes him who he is, but that’s 

how God works.  In 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 Paul writes to the Corinthians to remind them of their 

calling.  “Remember, brothers and sisters, few of you were wise in the world’s eyes or powerful or 

wealthy when God called you.  Instead, God chose things the world considers foolish in order to 

shame those who think they are wise.  He chose things that are powerless to shame those who are 

powerful.  God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and God used 

them to bring to nothing what the world considers important.  As a result, no one can ever boast in 

the presence of God.” 

 

Second: From Where You Begin Does Not Determine For Where God has Destined You 

From illegitimate son on the run to a “mighty warrior” is a journey that can be travelled only 

by grace through faith.  Jephthah trusted that in spite of everything the world around him is telling 

him.  God has a larger purpose – a greater plan – a bigger vision – a deeper love – a stronger hope, 

for his life.  FROM WHERE you begin does not determine FOR WHERE God has destined you.  

 

God’s indiscriminate love and insatiable desire to save cannot be thwarted by our past – 

where we grew up – how our family treated us – how our schoolmates bullied us – how we messed 

up – how sick we are – how old we are – how badly we behaved.  Friends, we can choose to stay 

stuck right there and live our whole life from the perspective of how we are messed up or how others 

have messed us up.  You can live your lifelong as a victim, but there is not where God wants us to 

dwell.  Jephthah refused to live as a victim. 

 

The apostle Paul did the same thing.  He refused to live as a victim to his past.  In 1 Timothy 

1:15-16 he says, “This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners”— and I am the worst of them all.  But God had mercy on me so that Christ 

Jesus could use me as a prime example of his great patience with even the worst sinners.  Then others 

will realize that they, too, can believe in him and receive eternal life.”  Paul understood that if God 

had a special hotter corner of hell it would have had his name on the door.  He had persecuted the 

church.  He had hunted down followers of Jesus and ensured that their property was seized, they were 

thrown in jail, many had been killed and Paul had applauded those things.  But he saw God’s grace 

and Jesus’ life/death/resurrection/rule as taking hold of him.  Moreover, God had mercy on him so 

that Christ Jesus could use him as a prime example of His great patience with even the worst sinners.  

 

FROM WHERE you begin does not determine FOR WHERE God has destined you.  My 

friends, what the world rejects, God graciously receives.  Whatever past circumstances or poor 

choices in your life, God can make your life abundant for His purposes.  No one is beyond God’s 

power to save and no one is beyond God’s grace to restore.  Jephthah’s life has much to say to us 

today.  Amen and unto God be the glory as we await the time when every knee shall bow and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord for the glory of God the Father.  Amen! 


