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“For the Love of Christ Compels Us!” 

Exodus 19:1-6; 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 

 

A young boy once accompanied his Mom to worship.  During the sermon, the boy was 

listening very attentively to the sermon that day.  The preacher’s sermon on Christ’s love and His 

crucifixion was so moving that the boy began to weep.  Soon he began to cry aloud.  His mother 

became so embarrassed that she whispered to him, “Don't take it so seriously, son.  Don't take it 

so seriously!” 

 

I believe one of our major problems today is that we do not take the love of God and the 

cross of Christ seriously.  For the apostle Paul, God’s love in Christ compelled him, motivated 

him to embrace the Kingdom’s values.  

 

Everyone is controlled, driven, or compelled by something. Admitting this truth is an 

important act of self-awareness.  There is something or someone that motivates us to do what we 

do and live the way we live.  For example, some people are driven by money.  Meaning, money 

determines how they spend their time and structure their lives.  They will sacrifice family, 

friends, church, and anything else in order to reach their goal.  There are so many other things 

around us that seek to control and to drive us.  So, my question to us this morning is simple: what 

is controlling you? 

 

Our New Testament Scripture this morning points out that there is a force so powerful 

that it can overcome all these other motivators.  That force is the transforming love of Jesus 

Christ.  The apostle Paul wants us to be convinced that the love that Christ has demonstrated for 

us—His sacrificial, unconditional, and life-altering love—has the power to capture our hearts so 

deeply that it can be the ultimate controller in our lives.  The love of Christ is so amazing and 

compelling.   

 

When the love of Christ controls us as a corporate body, as a congregation, our 

community will see a group of people living so radically God-centered lives that it will become 

contagious.  Believe me – it will become contagious.  Can you truthfully say today, “The love of 

Christ controls me”?  What does it mean to say, “The love of Christ controls us?”  Please allow 

me this morning to underscore a single thought from 2 Corinthians 5: 

First: We are Christ’s Ambassadors 

In 2 Corinthians 5:20, Paul says, “So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making 

his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”  The Scripture 

draws one important application here.  We are Christ’s ambassadors.  In the Message, Eugene 

Peterson puts it this way: “His love has the first and last word in everything we do.”  Because the 

love of Christ urges us, compels us, controls us, we are to live and act as His ambassadors.  
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To understand Paul’s imagery here, we need to look at the role of the ambassador in the 

ancient world.  While it has lots of similarities to the role of ambassadors today, it also has some 

subtle but significant differences.  The similarities include the fact that the ambassador’s role 

was a representative one.  Ambassadors represented their nation, their government, and 

specifically their king or emperor.  He/she went as an official representative to other nations, 

other kings and other governments.  The role was a highly respected one.  It carried with it many 

privileges and honors and significant legal protection.  Nations of the ancient world knew that to 

mistreat or show disrespect to an ambassador was equivalent to showing disdain to the country 

and ruler he represented.   

 

There is, however, at least one significant difference between the ancient role and the 

modern one of an ambassador.  Today, ambassadors are usually sent to take up residence in 

another country for a specified time period.  It can often be a somewhat passive role, 

representing his country at receptions, important events, and improving relations between the 

countries in any way he/she can.  The ancient world, however, had no concept or practice of 

sending resident ambassadors.   

 

Ambassadors were sent by specific appointment to accomplish a specific mission or to 

carry a specific message.  Maybe the word “envoy” would better suit the meaning.  He/she might 

be sent to negotiate a treaty, or to make peace, or to lay out a message that set the conditions for 

either war or peace.  They spoke and acted on behalf of their king or ruler.  When the mission 

was completed and the message delivered, the ambassador returned home.  It is this far more 

specific and focused role of the ambassador that Paul has in mind as he introduces this word 

picture in 2 Corinthians 5.  

 

What is our mission then?  This is our mission: “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, 

as though God were making his appeal through us.  We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 

reconciled to God.”  God has done His part through the death of Christ, opening the way for 

peace between God and fallen humanity.  Now He has appointed us as His ambassadors to 

appeal to the world and to implore people to be reconciled to God.  We are Christ’s “peace 

envoys”, offering peace with God to a world in rebellion against God’s rule.  That is our mission.  

And it is an urgent one, as Paul makes clear in chapter 6, verse 2.  “In the time of my favor I 

heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.”  I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, 

now is the day of salvation.  This day of salvation will not last forever. The time to be reconciled 

to God is now, before this chapter closes and people are locked forever in an eternal condition of 

alienation from God.  

 

The cross has a compelling power.  The late fourth-century early firth-century great 

theologian, Augustine of Hippo (354-430), once said, “Love God and do whatever you please: 

for the soul trained in love to God will do nothing to offend the One who is Beloved.”  When the 

love of Christ controls us, we will embrace more and more God’s Kingdom.  May God’s love 

urge, control, compel you anew today as you come to His Table.  Amen and unto God be the 

glory as we await the time when every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord for the glory of God the Father.  Amen! 


