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“Genuine Faith Conquers Kingdoms!” 

Daniel 4:28-37; Hebrews 11:32-40 

 

Athanasius the Great (289-373 A.D.) became the Bishop of Alexandria, Egypt, in 328, shortly 

after the Nicene Council.  During his lifetime, the church faced the threat of Arianism, a heresy 

named for a well-known teacher in the church.  Arius taught that the Son of God was a godlike 

creature but not truly and fully divine.  This heretic said Christ was worthy of honor because He was 

God’s first creation through whom all else was created. 

 

Unfortunately, the newly converted emperor, Emperor Constantine grew sympathetic to 

Arianism, and many bishops continued to hold to Arian beliefs.  Athanasius stood against heretics in 

the church and the power of Rome to proclaim orthodox Biblical Christianity.  The emperor reproved 

him and asked, “Athanasius, do you not realize that all the world is against you?” Athanasius quickly 

answered, “Then I am against all the world.” 

 

Today we continue our summer series from the Book of Hebrews chapter 11.  “Unlikely 

Heroes” has been the topic of the messages I have been delivering from this pulpit during summer 

months.  We have talked about Rahab, Barak, Samson, and Jephthah.  

 

In Hebrews 11:32-34, the Scripture continues to say, “And what more should I say?  For time 

would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 

who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of 

lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became 

mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.”   

 

“Who through faith conquered kingdoms,” says Hebrews 11:33.  What a powerful statement!  

Genuine faith conquers kingdoms.  How did Daniel and his friends conquer the idols and the gods of 

the Babylonian Empire?  How did the early Church triumph over the pagan culture of Rome?  How 

did Christianity conquer Rome?  How did Christ conquer Caesar?  Today I want to spend sometime 

with this amazing truth.  As followers of Jesus, this statement gives us so much hope. 

 

The Roman Empire 

In order to understand the importance of this statement, let me very briefly give you a glimpse 

of the glory and splendor of the Roam Empire.  Rome was a vast empire that lasted for about 1,000 

years.  It was founded in 753 B.C and collapsed around the 5th century.  To give you a brief history 

of what happened in this time, Rome was split into two different empires: East and West. The 

western part of the Empire fell in 476 A.D while the Eastern Empire thrived until Muslim forces 

conquered Constantinople in 1453 A.D. 

 

At its height, Rome held territories from Britain to Asia Minor.  In fact, many of the Roman 

roads that connected Europe in that ancient time are still used today.  So, what eventually brought 

down this great empire?  Yes, it was stretched too thin.  Yes, there were several barbarian attacks and 
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invasions that eventually brought the whole thing down.  Yet there was another decisive factor as 

well: the slowly but surely conversion to Christianity.   

 

The Roman world lived with terrible morality and ethics.  Sympathy and mercy were 

considered weaknesses.  The practice of infanticide, for example, was widespread and legal 

throughout the Greek and Roman world during the early days of Christianity.  Cicero (106-43 BC), 

writing in the period before Christ, cited the Twelve Tables of Roman Law when he wrote, 

“deformed infants should be killed.”  Similarly, Seneca (4 BC-AD 39) wrote, “We drown children 

who are at birth weakly and abnormal.”  According to the Roman concept of Patria Potestas, fathers 

had the right to kill their wives and children. 

 

Needless to say, for much of the world and throughout most of its history the culture of death 

and brutality has been the rule in the Roman Empire, and a culture of life, love, and mercy has been 

the exception. 

 

Through Faith, They Conquered Kingdoms 

It was into this depraved cultural context that Christians would introduce a radically new and 

different view of life, sexuality, marriage, and parenting.  Christians taught husbands to love their 

wives as Christ loves the church.  Eros gave way to agape. 

 

A new ethic and morality would challenge the old.  All life would now be understood as 

precious, the intentional gift of a loving God.  The kingdom of God was inaugurated on earth!  A new 

day had dawned, and those who had been drawn into this kingdom began to think and act in new 

ways.  They would strive to live and act in obedience to their king—not their flesh and not their 

culture. 

 

But, the question remains: how did they do it?  We know it has been done, but how?  These 

early followers of Christ did not organize special interest groups or political parties.  They never 

directly opposed Caesar; they didn’t picket or protest or attempt to overthrow the ruling powers.  

They didn’t publicly denounce or condemn the pagan world.  Instead, they challenged the ruling 

powers by simply being a faithful, alternative presence—obedient to God.  Their most distinguishing 

characteristic was not their ideology or their politics but their love for others.   

 

The early Christians, acting in obedience to Christ, began to care for the poor, the sick, the 

outcast, and the marginalized.  In the centuries to follow, even though Christians were still a 

demographic minority, their care of the poor and sick, would serve as the first steps in achieving 

cultural authority.  By being seen as those who reached out to and cared for the weak and suffering, 

the early church would establish its "right to stand for the community as a whole.” 

 

Julian the Apostate was the last Emperor of Rome.  Julian's dying words in A.D. 363 were 

"vicisti Galilaee" (You Galileans [Christians] have conquered!).  The most effective approach to 

changing the culture in our day begins by being a faithful presence.  Being faithfully present—

obedient to God—in our families, our marriages, our neighborhoods and communities, and our 

vocations, a presence, I think, woefully lacking in the American church today.  “For time would fail 

me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— who 

through faith conquered kingdoms.”  May this faith be ours today.  Amen and unto God be the glory 

as we await the time when every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord 

for the glory of God the Father.  Amen! 
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