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“Obtaining God’s Promises!” 

Exodus 14:5-22; Hebrews 11:32-40 

 

The story is told about a man who was walking on a pitch-black night when he fell over a 

cliff.  On the way down, he managed to grab hold of a small tree sprouting out of the side of the 

precipice.  Desperately he began to call out for help and a voice answered, “What do you want?”  

“I'm stuck down here holding on to a tree.  I can’t hold on too much longer.  Can you help me, 

please?”  “Yes,” came the reply.  “Who are you?” the man asked.  “I’m God,” replied the voice.  

“What should I do?” asked the man.  “Let go of the tree.  Do not worry.  I will take care of you.  Just 

trust me.”  For a while there was silence.  Then the man called out and said, “Is there anyone else up 

there?”  

 

In our fear and discouragement, sometimes we choose not to trust God.  In our fear and 

discouragement, oftentimes we forget to believe that we are not alone.  Even when God speaks 

directly to us and to our circumstances, we don’t obey.   O, we of little faith.  The letter to the 

Hebrews was written to the early church during a time of great discouragement and trouble.  It was 

written mainly to people beaten down and chewed up by the difficulties of life.  Each chapter is filled 

with words of hope to sustain the weary.  The passage we have been looking at, Hebrews 11:32-40, is 

the heart of that hope.  After naming off its hall of faith, including some of the “unlikely heroes”, the 

Scripture states that those heroes and others “obtained God’s promises” through faith.  In Hebrews 

11:33 we read, “who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises.”  

This morning I want to spend some time with this statement. 

 

First: The Bible is a Book of Fulfilled Promises 

Have you ever been promised something and the person that promised you failed to fulfill his 

or her promise?  Honestly, it can be very devastating and frustrating, especially when one has made 

plans with the things promised.  Sometimes, one would wish he was not promised anything than for 

him to receive a disappointment, as the saying goes, “he that expects nothing is never disappointed.” 

 

There are hundreds of promises that God had made to the believers.  These promises are 

written all over the Scriptures.  It is almost impossible to flip a page of the Scriptures without coming 

across a promise.  These promises have been fulfilled in the lives of those gone before us.  They are 

still being fulfilled in our lives today.  God had promised to send the Savior and He did.  God 

promises forgiveness and He gives it freely through faith.  He promises to walk us through the valley 

of the shadow of death, and we can attest to that.  He promised He will always provide for our needs, 

and He faithfully does.  He promises that He will never leave or forsake us, and our daily experience 

is an affirmation of such a promise. 

 

As real and free as these promises are, many people are still struggling to obtain them.  Unlike 

the heroes of faith in Hebrews chapter 11, it seems, at times, these promises are hard to obtain.  I am 

certain that we all have an initial belief and acceptance of what the Bible promises, but when trials 

come and everything around us screams that our prayers have not been answered, we let go of our 
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faith instead of allowing God to perfect it.  The very next chapter of Hebrews, chapter 12, tells us that 

Jesus is not only the one who gives us faith to start with, but He also perfects, or brings that faith to 

completion. 

 

Second: How Do We Obtain God’s Promises? 

The real question becomes how then do we obtain these wonderful promises for our life?  

There is an important key you and I need to have and use in order to obtain the promises of God.  It is 

called faith.  We need faith.  We need to trust God.  The letter to the Hebrews 11:33 clearly states that 

it is, “through faith they conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises.”   

 

A promise is only as good as the one making the promise.  If someone promised to give you a 

million dollars, but they had no money and were not the most reliable person, you would not have 

any real expectation of receiving that promise.  You would not trust that person to do what they said.  

The good news is God is faithful and He is able to perform what He has promised.  Speaking of the 

faith of Abraham, Romans 4:21-22 states, “being fully persuaded that God had power to do what He 

had promised.”  This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.”  God makes sure what He has 

said comes to pass.  Isaiah 55:10-11 says, “As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do 

not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the 

sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me 

empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” 

 

Not only is God faithful to what He has said.  He is also able to do the things He says He will 

do.  Paul reminds us in Ephesians 3:20, “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all 

we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us.”  There is absolutely nothing too 

hard for God as Jeremiah 32:27 reminds us.   

 

Faith, full trust in God, is the key to obtaining God’s promises.  God has promised to bless us 

and make us a blessing.  Last night we had our Second Annual Family Fun Night.  It was a fantastic 

evening.  About 140 people attended.  Together, by faith, we planted seeds in the lives of those 

showed up.  By faith, we hold onto the promise that God will cause these seeds to grow. 

 

You’ve Got to Get Your Feet Wet 

Our Old Testament lesson this morning, Exodus 14, gives us an account of the Exodus story.  

The Israelites are leaving the land of Egypt, the land of slavery.  God promised them He will bring 

them to the Promised Land.  By faith, they journey to the land that flows with milk and honey.  But 

there is a barrier.  They had to cross the Red Sea.  God will take care of that.  But in order for the 

miracle to take place, they had to get their feet wet.  Literally, they had to step into the Red Sea and 

God will depart it.  They were not supposed to sit there.  They have got to keep walking to the other 

side.  You’ve got to have faith.  You’ve got to get your feet wet, then, you will witness the miracle 

happening right before your own eyes.  

 

My friends, if we take hold of God’s promises, we can handle anything that life can throw at 

us.  Today we are invited to live in God’s best – don’t settle for less.  “And what more should I say?  

For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the 

prophets— who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises.”  Unto 

God be the glory as we await the time when every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord for the glory of God the Father.  Amen! 


