
 

 1 

First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood 

21 E. Church Street 

Blackwood, NJ 08012  

Sunday Sermon Notes (August 27, 2017) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

“The Faith that Shuts the Mouths of Lions!” 

Daniel 6:13-28; Hebrews 11:32-34 

 

You probably remember the old commercial that begins with a little girl standing alone in a 

beautiful meadow.  The camera then pans to another part of the field where it shows a gigantic 

African rhinoceros.  The ominous beast begins a lethal charge towards the girl, whose serene and 

happy face remains unmoved.  As the rhinoceros gets closer, the words appear on the screen, “Trust 

is not being afraid.”  A split second before the rhino tramples the helpless child, it stops, and the girl, 

her smile never wavering, reaches up and kisses the animal on its massive horn.  The final words then 

appear, “even when you are vulnerable.”  The commercial was designed to tout the abilities of St. 

Paul Insurance Company to protect its clients from the uncertainties of life.  

 

This morning we continue our meditations on Hebrews 11:32-40; a passage that teaches us 

what a genuine faith in God can do in the lives of ordinary people like you and I.  After naming off 

some of the “unlikely heroes”, the Scripture states in Hebrews 11:33 that 
“
who through faith 

conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions.”  The last 

few Sundays, we have seen how faith has conquered kingdoms and obtained God’s promises.  This 

morning I want to spend sometime with the faith that shuts the moths of lions. 

 

Daniel in the Lions’ Den 

When we speak about lions, I bet the story of Daniel in the lion’s den comes right away to our 

minds.  The story of Daniel in the lion’s den is one of the best-known and best-loved stories in all the 

Bible.  Little children love it and Sunday school teachers love to tell it.  It has encouraged the people 

of God for thousands of years.  And why shouldn’t it?  The story is filled with unexpected twists and 

turns and the good guy wins the bad guys … well, the bad guys are torn to pieces.   

 

Along the way we learn the secret of Daniel’s success.  Somehow he managed to survive and 

thrive in a spiritually hostile environment.  Before we jump in, let’s remember these two important 

facts.  (1) Daniel is now an old man.  He came to Babylon as a teenager.  All his adult life has been 

spent working in the courts of various pagan rulers.  Now he is over 80 years old.  (2) He is now 

serving under a new powerful king named Darius who rules over a new kingdom, the Medo-Persian 

empire.  The names have changed but the spiritual challenge is the same.  Will he remain faithful 

when the pressure is on?  Two observations from Daniel 6 and Hebrews 11:33: 

 

First: Courageous Living in Chaotic Times  

  As Daniel chapter six opens, Daniel is once again about to be promoted to high office.  

Evidently Darius recognized him as a man of integrity and wanted to make him second in command 

over the entire kingdom.  That’s when the intrigue begins.   

 

At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in 

his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so.  They could find no corruption in 

him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent.  Finally these men said in Daniel 
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6:4-5, “We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do 

with the law of his God.”  This is what his enemies discovered when they examined his life: He was 

faithful in his duties.  He was faultless in his character.  He was fervent in his prayers.  

 

So the satraps asked Darius to pass a 30-day law forbidding anyone to pray except to Darius 

himself.  So Darius signed the law, knowing that it could not be repealed, not even by himself.  He 

had no idea that Daniel was the intended target.  Meanwhile the satraps are chortling together.  They 

knew Daniel would break the law.  That is, they knew Daniel would keep on praying just as he had 

always done.  Daniel was a victim of his own integrity.  He was predictably faithful to God.  If he had 

been a flaky believer, this evil plot would never have worked.  His troubles came not from his 

weakness, but from his strength. 

 

Second: Daniel’s Lions’ Den and Ours 

There will be always a cost for living faithfully and keeping God’s law.  Christians have 

always lived in a world of spiritual hostility where the temptation to compromise our faith is with us 

every day.  The world doesn’t want its conscience pricked and doesn’t reward those who dare to 

stand up for what they believe.  In some parts of the world, standing up for Christ means suffering 

and death.  In America (and in most countries in the West) it means ostracism, ridicule, scorn, being 

left out and perhaps being passed over.  It often leads to tension at home and on the job. 

 

Rhinos and lions dens are all over the place.  They surround us everyday.  We experience 

them when a beloved one gets stricken with a terminal disease.  We experience it when we lose a job, 

when we experience financial difficulties, when a marriage falls apart, when we are persecuted, 

discriminated against, and rejected. 

 

Daniel 6 and Hebrews 11:33 have a word for us today: Courage to face adversity comes 

through faith.  May be you’re thinking: “Pastor, get real!  You’ve been spending to much time up in 

your ivory tower.  Why don’t you come back down into the real world?  Courage are faith are the 

farthest things from my mind.  I’m stressed and worried over my circumstances.  I’m just in survival 

mode.”  I understand this response; I can even identify.  This is why we have been given these 

examples of the “unlikely heroes of faith” in Hebrews 11. 

 

Friends, generations of Christians have taken strength from these stories because in the end, 

the hero isn’t Daniel, it’s Daniel’s God.  He is sovereign over the lions that surround us.  In Daniel 

6:19-22 we read, “At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den.  When he 

came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has 

your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?”  Daniel answered, 

“May the king live forever!  My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions.  They have 

not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight.  Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, 

Your Majesty.” 

 

Friends, in all places we are called to be in prayer, knowing that through the peaks and the 

valleys, God is present there.  In all places we are called to act in faith, knowing that God walks with 

us in the journey of faith.  In all places we are called to hope in the power of God to work in ways 

that we cannot understand, knowing that we pray to a God of life, a God who makes a way where 

there is no way, a God who shuts the mouths of lions, and opens our mouths in praise.  Amen.  

 

 


