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“Of Soldiers, Athletes, and Farmers!” #1 

Psalm 27:1-6; 2 Timothy 2:1-7 

 

A Minister stood at the door of the sanctuary to greet his church family one Sunday 

morning after the Sunday worship service.  As the Minister saw a church member 

approaching him whom he does not get to see more often, the Pastor thought to encourage the 

church member to walk faithfully with the Lord.  As they shook hands, the Pastor said, 

“Brother, you really need to join the army of the Lord.”  The man did not know what to say 

and wanted to just escape the situation, so he replied, “I’m already in the army of the Lord, 

Pastor.”  “Then why do I only see you on Christmas and at Easter, my friend?”  The Pastor 

asked.  The man whispered back, “I’m in the secret service.”  

 

I bet a lot of Christians today are in the secret service.  In 2 Timothy 2:1-7, the Apostle 

Paul uses three illustrations, three analogies, in describing the Christian way of living.  Three 

important images the Apostle Paul shares with us in 2 Timothy 2: a soldier, an athlete, and a 

farmer.  Paul encourages Timothy to willingly embrace sufferings for the sake of the gospel; a 

tough sell in our comfort-oriented culture as I said several times.   

 

This morning as we kick off a new Church year and as we commission our Christian 

Education volunteers, I want to spend some time with the image of the soldier in 2 Timothy 2.  

The question I would like to ask, “What makes a good soldier?”  I believe that there are two 

common traits, two important qualities, that every good soldier should possess which are 

necessary in our lives if we are to be good soldiers for the Lord – enduring hardships and 

avoiding entanglement.  Please allow me to briefly address these two qualities this morning:  

 

First: “Sharing in Suffering” or “Enduring Hardships” 

In 2 Timothy 2:3-4 we read, “Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  

No one serving in the army gets entangled in everyday affairs; the soldier’s aim is to please 

the enlisting officer.”  By all means, throughout the history of humanity there appears to be no 

more difficult place to live than on the battlefield.  In the field of battle, conditions are less 

than ideal, at the mercy of the weather, whether it be snow, rain, sleet or scorching sun.  The 

little sleep a soldier receives in battle is not in a warm bed, but in a few blankets on the 

hardened ground.  The food eaten by soldiers in battle is sparse and of poor quality.  But those 

who would ultimately win the day are those who are willing to endure the hardships and share 

in the suffering. 

 

In 2 Timothy 3:12 the apostle Paul warns his young disciple, Timothy, that anyone 

who wishes to live a godly life in Jesus Christ will have to endure hardships.  Paul knew this 

too well for as he wrote this final letter to his dear young disciple, he was chained as a 
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criminal to a Roman guard.  As the messenger carried this message to Timothy in Ephesus, 

the blade of the executioner was sharpened, and perhaps as Timothy read these words of 

exhortation, Paul may have already departed this earthly life.  

 

Enduring hardships for the sake of the gospel is a part of our Christian call.  In 

Philippians 1:29 we read, “For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to 

believe in him, but also to suffer for Him.”  Think about how many of the early Christians lost 

their lives for their faith, even today how many around the world do the same.  Genuine faith 

is a faith that is willing to share in suffering and endure hardships for the sake of the gospel. 

 

Second: Avoiding Entanglement 

“Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  No one serving in the army 

gets entangled in everyday affairs; the soldier’s aim is to please the enlisting officer,” says 

Paul in 2 Timothy 2:3-4.  Any good soldier knows that he or she has no place in civilian 

affairs when they are at war.  Good soldiers know that they must focus on their purpose and 

their calling, or risk being caught off guard when the enemy attacks.  

 

Throughout Scripture, God warns His children of the dangers of worldliness.  We have 

been called out of the world.  We are to be set apart.  We are the saints of the Most High.  For 

Paul, the danger of worldliness was fresh in his memory as most of his so-called friends had 

abandoned him at his hearing in Rome and he writes of one called Demas in 2 Timothy 4:10 

telling Timothy that it was the love of the world that caused him to leave. 

 

When I visited Egypt this past May, a lot of church leaders and Pastors there shared 

with me the reality of persecution of Christians.  Often, pastors and leaders would ask me: 

how can we pray for the Church in the United States of America?  I would always ask prayers 

for the temptation of worldliness.  For the persecuted church the choice is clear and cut, it is 

the choice to live for Christ and die to all, or to abandon Christ to embrace the things of this 

world, and eventually live as everyone else and spare their lives.  There is a huge difference 

between godliness and worldliness. 

 

Friends, have we avoided entanglement with the world?  Would you describe yourself 

as “a good soldier of the Lord?”  A good soldier is a fighter that you can depend on to keep 

fighting until the victory is won.  Are you that good soldier?  Can Christ depend on us to keep 

fighting, even when we feel weak, even when we’re tempted to give up?   

 

Let me conclude with these very encouraging words of the Scriptures in Psalm 27:1-3, 

“The Lord is my light and my salvation— whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the stronghold of 

my life— of whom shall I be afraid?  When the wicked advance against me to devour me, it is 

my enemies and my foes who will stumble and fall.  Though an army besiege me, my heart 

will not fear; though war break out against me, even then I will be confident.”  Good soldiers 

of Jesus Christ: endure hardships … do not get entangled in things that are not honoring to our 

Lord.  Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  Amen and amen! 


