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God Is Able to Keep You! 

Psalm 121; Jude 24-25 

 

A little boy walked down the street, clutching his dad’s finger.  Along the way, the boy 

slipped, lost his grip, and fell.  His dad picked him up and they continued along.  It wasn’t long 

before it happened again.  His dad picked him up again, but the next time, the boy said to his dad, 

“Daddy, instead of me holding your hand, you should hold my hand.”  The father took the son by 

the hand.  The little boy did not fall again.  In a greater, deeper, and higher way, God is ABLE to 

keep us when we cannot keep ourselves. 

 

The Letter of Jude is a very short letter.  It is one chapter, only 25 verses.  The purpose of 

the letter is found in verse 3: “Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the 

salvation we share, I felt compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for 

all entrusted to God’s holy people.”  The Book of Jude, therefore, is a call to live faithfully and to 

hold onto the truth of the gospel.   

 

So, what is at stake here?  Early Christians lived a very difficult life.  Because of their faith 

in Jesus, they were persecuted and rejected by their own families.  They faced death every single 

day.  False teachers had found their way to church and they worked so hard to turn to the grace of 

God into a license of evil.  Parents started to get worry about their children: will they become 

Christians?  Will they stand their ground in the face of persecution?   

 

In verse 21 Jude exhorts the Christian community, “Keep yourself in God’s love.”  True 

saints persevere in faith until the end.  BUT what happens when you cannot keep yourself?  What 

happens when we stumble?  What happens when we cannot keep our promises?  We try and 

sometimes we try really hard, yet we fail.  Do we quit?  Do we give up?  Absolutely not.  Jude 

verses 24-25 reminds us of  a great truth.  It is one of the greatest doxologies in the New Testament. 

 

This doxology – this declaration of praise – reminds us that when we reach the end of our 

robe, God is able to keep us when we cannot keep ourselves.  The doxology of Jude 24-25 is a song 

of victory, a high note of praise, and a great assurance for the redeemed.  Out of the most desperate 

situations in life, we are to keep our eyes on the Lord when everything else fails us.  The doxology 

in Jude 24-25 teaches us to trust and praise the God who is able to keep us. 

 

Two important things Jude tells us of what God our Savior is able to do for us.  First, God 

will keep us from falling all the way; Second, God will present us faultless at the end.  And as a 

result, we will always give Him the glory. 

 

First: God Will Keep us from Stumbling 

Jude reminds us in verses 24-25, “To Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to 

present you before His glorious presence without fault and with great joy — to the only God our 

Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now 
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and forevermore!  Amen.”  The old hymn puts it so well – prone to wander, Lord I feel it … prone 

to leave the God I love.  Friends, we live with this awareness, this possibility of stumbling.  We 

know the weakness and wickedness of our own heart.  In James 3:2 we read, “We all stumble in 

many ways.  Anyone who is never at fault in what they say is perfect, able to keep their whole body 

in check.” 

 

If stumbling is a sad reality, there is even a greater and more comforting reality.  God is 

fully committed to us.  No one will be able to keep us from stumbling but the Lord!  Our hope does 

not lie on the fact that we hold God’s hand, but on the truth that He holds our hand.  Whenever we 

lean on any thing but the power of God, we lean on a reed shaken with the wind.  Our God is able to 

save sinners and strengthen them.  

 

1 Peter 1:5 echoes the same truth.  Peter states, we are “kept by the power of God through 

faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”  We are “kept by the power of God,” but 

this is not an automatic process where we are passive.  To enjoy this benefit, we must be very much 

active; for it says, we are “kept by the power of God through faith.”  God does the keeping and we 

must do the believing.  We are not the power holders.  God is. 

 

Second: God Will Present us Faultless 

“To Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before His glorious 

presence without fault and with great joy …”  Not only God is able to keep us from falling, but also, 

He is able to present us faultless.  “Without fault” means without spot or without blemish.  The word 

is used with reference to sacrificial animals being without defect or blemish.  It is also used to refer 

to complete sinlessness, as when it refers to the Lord Jesus (Hebrews 9:11; 1 Peter 1:19).  It means 

faultless in righteousness.   

 

When you think about this promise, it's amazing.  The longer I live, the more I realize that I 

fall short of the glory of God.  I am much more aware today of my own imperfection than when I 

was younger.  But we see this again and again in Scripture as a core celebration of the gospel’s 

power to save, to redeem, and to restore.  “For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world 

to be holy and blameless in His sight,” says Paul in Ephesians 1:4.  When Christ brings us before 

the throne of God, He will clothe us with His own fine linen, and present us faultless.  Friends, we 

shall be truly the righteousness of God in Christ.   

 

To Him Be Glory 

In a few minutes, we will come to the Lord’s Table.  May the communion with the risen 

Lord who is indeed present with us today strengthen you and keep you from stumbling.  And if the 

tide has swept you too far, may God restore you to Himself today.  Let’s also continue to pray for 

young families with kids.  They face great challenges today.  Raising children in the instructions of 

the Lord is not an easy job.  Adam & Lorrie McKillop – may God help you to raise Carson Joseph 

in the ways of the Lord.  May you learn to lean on the everlasting arms of God.  Know also that this 

church family will be always here for you.  “To Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to 

present you before His glorious presence without fault and with great joy — to the only God our 

Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now 

and forevermore!  Amen.”   

 

 


