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Sunday Sermon Notes (October 22, 2017) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

“A Rock of Salvation & A Stone of Stumbling!” 

Isaiah 28:14-20, Luke 20:9-19 

 

Three friends decided to go deer hunting together: a lawyer, a doctor, and a preacher.  As 

they were walking along, they spotted a big buck.  The three of them shot simultaneously. 

Immediately the buck dropped to the ground and all three rushed up to see how big it actually was.  

Upon reaching it, they couldn't determine whose shot had actually killed the deer. 

 

As the debate got heated, a game officer came by and asked what the problem was.  The 

doctor told him that they were debating who shot the buck.  The officer took a look at the buck and 

within a few seconds, he -said with much confidence, “The preacher shot the buck!”  They all 

wondered how he knew that so quickly.  The officer said, “Easy.  The bullet went in one ear and out 

the other.” 

 

Although this joke may gently make fun of preachers, it actually illustrates a more serious 

challenge to all of us. Namely, as we listen to God's Word, as we read it or hear it preached, do we 

allow God’s message for us to go in one ear and out the other?  Do we hear God's Word without 

allowing it to transform us?  Why do some people stumble over Christ’s messages while others 

receive Him with joy? 

 

Stumbling Over Christ 

In Romans 9:33 the Scripture states, “As it is written, ‘See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes 

people to stumble and a rock that causes them to fall, and the one who believes in Him will never be 

put to shame.”  Romans 9:33, this verse I just quoted, is actually a combination of two verses: Isaiah 

8:14 and Isaiah 28:16.  Paul takes these two verses—both of them very familiar to the Jews—and 

combined them into one verse to show that Jesus is both a stumbling stone and a cornerstone.  To 

some, He is a “stone that causes people to stumble;” to others, He is a cornerstone of life.  So, those 

who stumble over Jesus fall to their own destruction.  Those who build their lives on Him “will 

never be put to shame.” 

 

Picture a huge, flat stone hidden in the grass.  Some people never see the stone because they 

do not pay attention.  Because they don’t see it, they stumble and fall.  Others walk through the 

grass, slowly, carefully, uncertain of what lays ahead.  They see the stone and instead of tripping 

over it, they stand on it.  The same stone thus trips one person and supports another. 

 

Jesus is like that.  Many people stumbled over Him when He came the first time.  The 

religious leaders stumbled over Him because they were offended by His teaching on hypocrisy.  

The Pharisees stumbled because they were offended by the fact that He chose to associate with tax 

collectors and prostitutes.  The Romans were offended because He upset the public peace.  Two 

thousand years have passed, and people still stumble over Jesus.  They still find His message too 

controversial, too challenging, too simplistic, or too humbling.  Today and next Sunday, I would 

like to address this issue.  Why do people stumble over Jesus and His message?  I can think of at 
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least four reasons why do people still stumble over Jesus.  I will briefly today highlight two and 

next Sunday I will say more about that. 

 

First: The Exclusiveness of Jesus’ Claims 

In our relativistic age, many people are offended by any suggestion that there is only one 

way of salvation.  But that is precisely what Jesus meant when He said in John 14:6, “I am the way, 

the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”  Those words must be taken 

at face value.  We have no right to water them down.   

 

Sometimes people speak of Jesus as if He were some kind of great moral teacher.  Others 

view Him as one of the prophets.  The people who say that generally don’t like John 14:6. It doesn’t 

fit the concept of a great moral teacher or a prophet.  If Jesus isn’t the way, the truth, and the life – 

if there really is another way to the Father – then Jesus isn’t a great moral teacher.  He’s either the 

most self-deceived man in all history or He is a liar.  In either case, He’s not a great teacher.  You 

can’t pick and choose with Jesus.  Either take what He says at face value or reject Him altogether.  

Those are the only two choices we have.  

 

Second: Radical Commitment  

Jesus always demanded a radical commitment of His followers.  Undivided hearts and 

undivided loyalties were not options.  We read about this radical commitment in Luke 14:25-35.  

“Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, “Whoever comes to 

me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life 

itself, cannot be my disciple.  Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 

disciple.” 

 

As Jesus turns to the crowds who are seeking to follow Him, He speaks to them about the 

cost of discipleship . . . what it means to really be His follower.  Following Jesus is not a casual 

affair, it is an all-out commitment.  In Luke 14:25-35, Jesus put what we may call the “Terms of 

Becoming a Disciple”: (1) Jesus is more important than any family, even one’s spouse and children.  

(2) Jesus is more important than one’s own life, which includes: wishes and desires, goals and 

ambitions, even physical life itself.  (3) Following Jesus includes a cross, and crosses serve but one 

purpose: to die. 

 

Jesus is God’s “stone” placed along the highway of life.  Some people stumble over Him; 

others stand on Him.  For some, He is a stone of stumbling.  For others, He is the very cornerstone 

of life.  The same stone causes some to stumble and others to stand.  Who is Jesus to you?  Is He a 

stumbling stone or a cornerstone?  Are you standing on the Rock or stumbling over it?  May we 

build our life on the Rock.  May you make Jesus the cornerstone of your life.  Stand on Him, build 

upon Him, let Him bear the weight of all that you.  Rest everything on Jesus and you will never be 

ashamed.   

 

Meantime, I want you this morning to think about someone you know.  I don’t know their 

name, but you do.  This person has heard the good news of Jesus Christ.  He/she has seen it lived 

out in the lives of people close to them.  Maybe they grew up going to church and had the advantage 

of Christian parents and good Bible teaching.  But this person is still lost.  He/she has rejected the 

gospel.  They have turned their back on the Savior.  They stumble over Jesus of Nazareth.  Say a 

prayer for them today.  Bring them to the throne of grace this morning.  In the Name of the father, 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 


