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Sunday Sermon Notes (October 29, 2017) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

“A Rock of Salvation & A Stone of Stumbling II” 

Isaiah 28:14-20, Romans 9:30-33 

 

Reformed Churches celebrate the last Sunday in October of each year as “Reformation Sunday.”  

This year the celebration is more special since it marks the 500 Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation 

~ 1517-2017.  I’ve included in this Sunday’s insert a brief blurb about the basic principles of the 16
th

 

Century Protestant Reformation.  I hope you’ll get the chance to look at it. 

 

One could say that the centrality of Jesus Christ, His life, His mission, and His message were the 

defining themes of the Reformation movement.  The 16
th

 Century Protestant Reformation aimed to dust 

off the message of Jesus and bring Him back as the cornerstone of the Church.  This is exactly what I 

wanted to explore these couple Sundays.  I wanted us to rethink the message of Jesus, its meaning, and 

implications on our lives.  The question we asked: Why do some people stumble over Christ’s messages 

while others receive Him with joy? 

 

In Romans 9:33 the Scripture clearly states, “As it is written, ‘See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes 

people to stumble and a rock that causes them to fall, and the one who believes in Him will never be put 

to shame.”  To some, Jesus is a stone that causes people to stumble; to others, He is a cornerstone of life.  

So, those who stumble over Jesus fall to their own destruction.  Those who build their lives on Him “will 

never be put to shame.”  As mentioned last week, I can think of at least four reasons why people still 

stumble over Jesus and His message.  Last Sunday, we highlighted a couple, and this morning I would 

like to add two more for our teaching. 

 

First: The Exclusiveness of Jesus’ Claims 

In our relativistic age, many people are offended by any suggestion that there is only one way of 

salvation.  But that is precisely what Jesus meant when He said in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and 

the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”  Those words must be taken at face value.  We 

have no right to water them down.  You can’t pick and choose with Jesus.  Either take what He says at 

face value or reject Him altogether.  Those are the only two choices we have.  

 

Second: Radical Commitment  

Jesus always demanded a radical commitment of His followers.  We read about this radical 

commitment in Luke 14:25-35.  “Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to 

them, “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, 

yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.  Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot 

be my disciple.”  In these verses from Luke 14, Jesus put what we may call the “Terms of Becoming a 

Disciple”: (1) Jesus is more important than any family, even one’s spouse and children.  (2) Jesus is more 

important than one’s own life, which includes: wishes and desires, goals and ambitions, even physical life 

itself.  (3) Following Jesus includes a cross, and crosses serve but one purpose: to die. 

 

Third: The Implications of the Cross 

A couple years ago I had lunch with a brilliant young man who had been investigating and 

exploring the Christian faith.  During the course of our long conversation, he told me that he thought 

Jesus Christ was a great guy who taught so many helpful things.  The cross, however, perplexed him. “I 
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don’t see why Jesus had to die for my sins—or for anybody’s sins.  That doesn’t make sense to me.”  In 

fact, he was giving voice to a common problem unbelievers have when brought face to face with Jesus.  

They like the man, his wisdom and grace, but the cross is a stumbling stone. 

 

Many people stumble over the cross because it implies that they themselves are sinners and need a 

Savior.  Jesus died for me?  To acknowledge and accept this truth implies that they themselves deserve 

death for their sins.  This is not a new thing.  In fact, 1 Corinthians 1:18, 22-25, Paul addresses this issue: 

“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 

the power of God … Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a 

stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  For the foolishness of God is wiser than human 

wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.” 

 

Fourth: The Simplicity of Salvation 

So many people want to “do something” for their salvation.  They want Jesus, but they want to 

throw in their contribution too.  So they give money to charities, and do so many other good deeds.  All 

those things are good and commendable, but they are useless as far as salvation is concerned.  Isaiah says 

in chapter 45:22, “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other.”  

Salvation is that simple ~ turn to me and be saved. 

 

Salvation is simple because Jesus did all the work.  It’s free because Jesus paid the price for your 

sin.  It’s a gift because all you need to do is receive it.  But some people are too proud to bend their knee 

to Jesus.  They are offended by a salvation that comes to them as a free gift.  They want to do something 

to feel like they made a contribution.  They don’t want a “Jesus only” salvation.   

 

The Chaplain of Bourbon Street 

Some of you may remember the name Bob Harrington.  In the 1960s he gained national fame as 

the “Chaplain of Bourbon Street” in New Orleans.  For a number of years God gave him a powerful 

ministry to the musicians, singers, barkers, gamblers and prostitutes who frequented the famous French 

Quarter.  A couple years ago, I ran across a copy of a book he wrote when his ministry was at its peak.  I 

was struck by one statement.  He said that he had always found it easy to win sinners to Christ because 

they already know they are sinners.  You don’t have to convince them of their brokenness.  All you have 

to do, he said, is show them love and give them hope for a better life.  

 

Much harder to win, he said, were Baptist deacons because they have so much religion they don’t 

think they need Jesus.  That’s why it’s easier to win sinners know they are sinners than religious people to 

Christ.  Religious people are always offended by the simplicity of salvation.  Sinners are delighted 

because they realize that a simple salvation is their only chance to get to heaven. 

 

Let me suggest two ways on how we are to respond to this message.  (1) Let God move you out of 

your comfort zone.  Let the message of Christ challenge you in fresh and new ways.  Sandy Jones shared 

with us earlier today that this coming Sunday, November 5
th

 at 9:30 a.m., we will have our first walk 

through our neighborhood.  We will pass out church brochures to our neighbors and invite them to come 

and visit our church if they do not have a church family.  Let’s not be ashamed of the gospel.  Join us.  (2) 

Jeanne Peirce shared with us today a Moment on Mission and Stewardship.  Money can be a stumbling 

block in our walk with Jesus.  It can become another God in our lives.  Christians are to love God more 

than money.  I challenge you in this stewardship season to give and give generously.  My friends, in 

Matthew 11:6, Jesus said to His followers, “Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”  

Blessed are those who do not take offense at Jesus and His teaching.  In the Name of the father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 


