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First Presbyterian Church of Blackwood 

21 E. Church Street 

Blackwood, NJ 08012  

Sunday Sermon Notes (November 5, 2017) 

Rev. Mouris Yousef, Pastor 

 

“Welcome to the Family!” 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Matthew 18:1-9 

 

Before performing the baptism, the Pastor approached the young parents who had 

decided to get their child baptized and said solemnly, “Baptism is a serious step.  Are you 

prepared for it?”  “I think so,” the man replied.  “My wife has made appetizers and we have a 

caterer coming to provide plenty of cookies and cakes for all our guests.”  “No.  No.  No.  I don’t 

mean that,” the Pastor responded.  “Are you prepared spiritually?”  “Oh sure,” came the reply.  

“I’ve got a keg of beer and almost a case of whiskey.  No worries” 

 

Baptism is one of the strangest things we do as Christians, and one of the least 

understood.  So today, we’re going to talk about baptism.  What is baptism?  Does it really 

matter?  What does it signify anyway?  As a congregation, what are we reminded of when we 

celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism?  Please allow me to underscore two short observations: 

 

First: Baptism is a Sign and Seal of Inclusion within the Family of God 

Genesis chapter 17 tells us about a covenant that God made with Abraham and his 

descendants.   The terms of the covenant given in Genesis 17:1 are simple, “Walk before me 

faithfully and be blameless.”  God, in turn, promises to make Abram “You will be the father of 

many nations” (17:4-5), and changes his name from Abram to Abraham (17:5).  Abraham is also 

promised to possess “all of the land of Canaan” (17:8). 

 

Once the terms of the covenant are given, and once the promises are explained, God 

introduces the sign of the covenant.  Every covenant has a sign.  The rainbow was the sign of 

God’s covenant with Noah.  Keeping the Sabbath was the sign of God’s covenant with Adam 

and the Israelites.  In Genesis 17:10 and following, God tells Abraham, “Every male among you 

shall be circumcised. And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be 

the sign of the covenant between Me and you. And every male among you who is eight days old 

shall be circumcised throughout your generations.”  By appropriating the sign of the covenant, 

Abraham would be demonstrating his willingness to enter into the covenant.   

 

Second: The Old Covenant Versus the New Covenant 

The New Testament speaks of the establishment of a New Covenant, mediated by 

Jesus Christ.  The New Covenant, which is described by the author of Hebrews as “a better 

covenant” (Heb. 8:6), is superior for a number of reasons.  It is superior, first and foremost, 

because we have the perfect high priest, Jesus Christ, mediating the covenant.  But, it is also 

superior because it is a more inclusive covenant.  The New Covenant extends beyond ethnic 

boundaries and welcomes individuals from every nation.  The sign of this covenant is also more 

inclusive.  The sign of the old covenant, circumcision, could only be applied to males, whereas, 

baptism can be applied to males and females. 
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As I pointed out, circumcision was the sign of the old covenant, while Baptism is the 

sign of the New Covenant.  “Go therefore,” says Jesus in Matthew 28:19, “and make disciples of 

all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.”  In 

Acts 2:37-39 Peter was speaking to Israelites — they would have had an understanding of the 

covenant sign.  He introduced and administered baptism as the sign of the New Covenant.  

“When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 

“Brothers, what shall we do?”  Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit.  The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the 

Lord our God will call.”  Also in Galatians 3:26-29, Paul talks about how when we are baptized 

into Jesus Christ, we are baptized into the family of Abraham.
1
 

  

But there is another remarkable quality of the New Covenant versus the Old when it 

comes to the terms of the covenant.  That’s actually what brings the two Sacraments together.  

According to Genesis 17:1, God requires obedience.  In the New Covenant, God realized that we 

would not be able to obey him perfectly, and that’s why Jesus came.  Jesus did obey God 

perfectly and he gave His life to pay the penalty for our own disobedience.  He paid the price so 

that we might enjoy the blessing of the covenant.  The death, resurrection, and ascension of 

Christ opened up this covenant to all people, regardless of their birthplace.  In other words, 

through faith in Christ, anyone can literally be adopted into the family of God and receive the 

blessings of relationship with God and relationship with the family.  

 

So, baptism is a sign of the New Covenant in Christ Jesus.  It is a sign of our participation 

in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It is a sign of our adoption into the family of 

God.  This inclusion within the family is important because it speaks to one of the great problems 

of our time — isolation – despite the lie that we are always connected today.  This is why 

baptism is so important.  Baptism is a sign that you belong — you are a part of the family.  You 

will never be alone.  Not only do you belong to God, but also you belong to the people of God.  

You will always have a place with us.  This is exactly what Genesis 17:1-16 say to us. 

 

When you received your baptism, you didn’t just have a little water sprinkled over your 

head.  It is a spiritual event where you join a family.  In baptism, we pledge to look out for each 

other as baptized members of the family.  It is this relationship with God and a supporting 

relationship with one another that is precisely what we commit to in the church when we 

celebrate a baptism.  Every time we come together for a corporate worship, we live it.  Certainly 

every time we participate in a baptism service, we reaffirm our commitment to this concept.  

We’re not just a collection of people who share this space for an hour on Sunday — we’re 

family.  Indeed, whoever welcomes a child in Christ’s name welcomes Christ Himself ~ 

Matthew 18:5.  Charlotte Elizabeth Biggs, welcome to the family of the First Presbyterian 

Church of Blackwood.  In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 

                                                        
1 Lest we miss the whole point here, only circumcision of the heart could accomplish this right relationship under 

the Old Covenant.  In a similar manner, baptism signifies union with Christ (Rom. 6:3-5).  But similar to the 

qualification given by the prophets in the OT, the apostle Paul explains that it is baptism by God’s Spirit, which 

actually unites us to Christ (1 Cor. 12:13).  


