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“A Response to God’s Blessings!” 

Psalm 138; Luke 17:11-19 

 

The story is told of a farmer whose cow, after a long and arduous labor, gave birth to twins.  

He ran into the farmhouse to give the news to his wife, who reminded him of the goodness of God 

and encouraged him to give one of the calves to the Lord.  He agreed immediately, but took some 

time to make the decision as to which calf would be his and which one would belong to the Lord.  

After a few weeks, one of the young cows fell ill and the faithful farmer spent the night caring for it.  

Early the next morning the farmer entered the house and was met by his wife who asked what 

happened.  With a voice filled with sorrow, he responded, “The Lord’s calf is dead.”  “But’, she 

said, ‘you never decided which was to be the Lord’s calf.’  ‘Oh yes,’ he said; ‘I had always wanted 

to give the white one, and it is the white one that has died.  The Lord’s calf is dead.’”  

 

We may laugh at that story, but the sad truth is: it is always the Lord’s calf that dies.  When 

money becomes difficult, the first thing we economize on is our contribution to God’s work.  It is 

always the first thing to go.  “Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the best part of everything 

you produce,” says Proverbs 3:9.  When it comes to giving and stewardship,  we should give our 

best.  I have been blessed over the years, to see so many people at churches that I’ve served give of 

their time, talents and treasures, to further the Kingdom of God.  A good friend of mine always 

reminded his congregation, “Remember you cannot take it with you, but you can send it on ahead.”   

 

What should be our response to God’s blessings?  God has blessed us far more than we 

realize and deserve.  In the story of the ten lepers in Luke chapter 17, Jesus teaches of the right 

response to God’s abundant blessings.  In order to appreciate God’s blessings to these ten men, let 

me say something very briefly about leprosy and a couple short observations: 

 

What Is Leprosy?  

 “Leprosy” was a generic term for skin diseases in Jesus’ time.  It included everything from 

fungus infections, to psoriasis, to the germ-caused Hanson’s disease that we know today as leprosy.  

Lepers lived in isolated communities.  If they had to be in town, they would announce their 

presence.  If they were coming down the street, they would yell out: “Leper coming!  Leper 

coming!” and everyone would scatter.  One authority ruled that lepers had to stay 50 yards (150 

foot) upwind of any other person.  At that distance, it is difficult to have a meaningful relationship 

with people because religiously they were considered unclean.  You do not talk, touch, or even love 

lepers.  What Jesus did here was break the isolation.  By healing them, these ten men were freed to 

return to society, to their families and friends.  Jesus, in essence, gave them a new life.  One could 

say that they were resurrected.   

 

Ten men were given a gift, only one man stopped to express his gratitude.  Like the ten 

lepers, we have been healed and forgiven.  We have been made whole.  What is our response to 

God’s abundant blessings?  Where do you stand today?  Which camp do you belong to?  Do you 

stand with the nine who never showed up after they got healed or with that Samaritan?  
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First: One Grateful Samaritan  

The Samaritan recognized his blessings.  Luke 17:15 states, “One of them, when he saw he 

was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice.”  He knew a great blessing had come his way.  

“When he saw he was healed …”.  Count your blessings.  A key factor in developing a grateful 

heart is to count your blessings!  The Samaritan recognizes Gokd’s blessings, achnowledges his 

healing, and he returnes back to Jesus. He returned to the Lord Jesus “praising God in a loud voice.”  

A cleansed leper was to offer a sacrifice with the help of the priest, but this man realized that a more 

important sacrifice had to be offered first, the sacrifice of praise to the man who restored his life.  

Luke also says in Luke 17:16, “He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked Him.”  He recognized 

that Jesus was involved in his healing, and he wanted to give Him thanks.  Clearly this man loved 

Jesus! 

 

By coming back to Jesus, the man received something greater than physical healing: he was 

also saved from his sins.  In Luke 17:19 Jesus said, “Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith 

has made you well.”  Luke uses the verb “sozo” which means “saved.”  “Your faith has saved (sozo) 

you.”  The Samaritan’s nine friends were declared clean by the priest, but the Samaritan man was 

declared saved by the Son of God!  While it is wonderful to experience the miracle of physical 

healing, it is even more wonderful to experience the miracle of eternal salvation.  

 

Second: Nine Ungrateful Men 

Only one-tenth of those healed by Jesus returned back to give Him thanks.  In 2 Timothy 3:2 

the Bible says that in the last days, it will be characteristic of people to be “unthankful.”  In Luke 

17:17 Jesus asked one of the saddest questions ever uttered, “Were not all ten cleansed?  Where are 

the other nine?”  Where did they go? 

 

Have you wondered whatever happened to those nine lepers who were healed by Jesus?  

They never came back to express their gratitude.  One Bible commentator said probably one was 

glad to be back home with his family; another at a “Welcome Home Party” surrounded by his 

friends; another over at the lake feverishly working around a boat, mending his nets; another over at 

the local diner; another busy giving interviews about his new book titled, “How to Overcome 

Leprosy”; another at the Samaritan Spa; another is silent & reclusive, not wanting anyone to find 

out that he was healed, etc.  Friends, I believe Jesus is still asking, “Where are the nine?”   

 

Count your blessings.  Be that Samaritan who returned to praise God and express his 

gratitude for being healed, forgiven, and loved.  As you know, this is our stewardship season.  Next 

Sunday, our 2018 pledge cards will be recieved as a sign of our commitment to Jesus through the 

ministry and mission of this congregation.  I hope we take God at His word and trust Him to supply 

all our needs as we present our pledges next week.  Look how blessed you are and give from the 

overflowing blessings of Jesus in your life.  Romans 11:36 reminds us, “For from Him and through 

Him and for Him are all things.  To Him be the glory forever!  Amen.”   


